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I TIMOTHY n. 4. 

Who will have all men to be saved* 

15 T some persons these words are supposed to 

{)rove, that none of mankind will suffer end- 
ess punishment. By others, they are brought 
to oppose important sentiments, which have 
been believed in every age of the church, by 
the most eminent saints. The text, then, is 
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highly interesting. And as it is often pervert- 
ed, a consistent explanation of it is very desira- 
ble. The words of the text may, doubtless^ 
mean that God absolutely intends to save some 
men of various nations, conditions and charac- 
ters. And from the context, there is reason to 
believe, that in this sense the words are used 
by the apostle. But there is, probably, as much 
reason to believe that the apostle meant, in the 
text, to declare what God desires respecting 
the salvation of every man» Taken in this 
sense, the words naturally suggest the follow- 
ing doctrine : 

God desires the salvation of every human 
being. 

In the present discourse it is proposed. 
First, to explain this doctrine ; and, then, to 
prove it. 

Let us, in the first place, consider what is 
meant, when it is said, that God desires the sal- 
vation of every human being. 

1. It cannot mean that God designs that all 
mankind shall be saved. 

All will be saved, if such be his intention. 
For God declares the end from the beginning, 
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Saying, my counsel shall stand, and I will do 
all my pleasure." " He doetl\accordiiig to his 
will in tlie army of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth : and none can stay his 
hand." It is very evident that the designs of 
God extend to every thing, and that all his de- 
signs will be accomplished. If, then, he in- 
tends that every one of mankind shall be saved,, 
there is no reason to believe that any will be 

. lost. But we must believe that many will be 
lost, unless we disbelieve a great number of 
the plain and decisive declarations of the holy 
scriptures. For it is written, " The wicked 
shall be turned into hell with all the nations that 

' forget God." And again, " He that being of- 
ten reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall sudden- 
ly be destroyed and that without remedy." — 
The Lord Jesus Christ says to sinners, " Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye sliall all perish," He said 
to the unbelieving Jews, "' Ye shall die in your 
sins." And in the commission which he gave 
his apostles, he says, " He that belie veth not 
shall be damned." It is also written, " The 
fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable,, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcer- 
ers, and idolaters, and all liars shall have their 
part in the lake, which burneth with fire and 
brimstone ; which is the second death." Some, 
however, pretend that there will, finally, be no 
persons of such characters as are here descri- 
bed, and threatened with future punishment. 



% SERMON L 

But Christ says, '^ Enter ye in at the strait gate ; 
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way that 
Icadeth to destruction, and many there be who 
go in thereat." Again, when " one said unto 
him, Lord, are there few, that be saved ? He 
said unto them, strive to enter in at the strait 
gate ; for many, I say unto you, will seek to 
enter in, and shall not be able. When once the 
master of the house is risen up and hath shut 
to the door, and ye begin to stand without and 
to knock at the door, saying. Lord, Lord, open 
unto us ; and he shall answer and say unto you» 
I know you not whence ye are : Then shall 
ye begin to say, we have eaten and drunk in thy 

Eresence, and thou hast taught in our streets, 
iut he shall say, I tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are ; depart from me all ye work- 
ers of iniquity. There shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham^ 
Isaac and Jacob, and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust 
out." From these declarations of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, it is evident that many will be ex- 
cluded from the kingdom of glory. And they, 
who are excluded, cannot be admitted at any 
future time. For Christ says to such an one, 
as shall be cast into hell, ^^ Verily, I say unto 
thee, thou shalt by no means come out thence, 
till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing." — 
And again he says, " If thy hand offend thee, 
cut it off ; it is better for thee to enter into life 
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marmed, than having two hands to go into hell^ 
into the fire that never shall be quenched ; where 
the worm dieth not and the fire is not quench- 
ed." Of Judas it is said, ". It were good for 
that man, if he had never been bom." But 
if he shall at any future pferiod, however dis- 
tant, be niade a partaker of the inheritance of 
the saints in light, to have been born will be 
inconceivably for his benefit. Abraham said 
to the rich man in torments, " Between us and 
you there is a great gulph fixed : so that they, 
who would pass from hence to you cannot ; nei- 
ther can they pass to us, that would come from 
thence." At the last day, many will be placed 
on* the left hand of the Judge, to whom he wilt 
say, " Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels." " And these shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment." They, who shall, at the 
final judgment, be placed with the wicked, wilt 
for ever remain of the same character. For it 
was said unto John, " The time is at hand. — 
He that is unjust, let him be unjust still ; and 
he who is filthy, let him be filthy still." It is^ 
certain, then, that all mankind will not be ad- 
mitted into heaven at the day of judgment ; but 
that many will then be sentenced to suffer the 
torments of heU. And it is equally certain that 
those persons, who shall then be sentenced to 
suffer the torments of hell, will never be raised 
to a state of holiness and happiness ; but that 
their punishment will be endless- 
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It is therefore evident that God does not in- 
tend that every one of the human race shall be 
saved. Nor, 

2. Does God design to do whatever he is able 
to do, for the salvation of all mankind. 

Every human *^ heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers oS water : he tumeth it 
whithersoever he will." He has converted and 
saved some of the greatest and most hardened 
sinners. And he can, and will cause every 
person, whom he designs to save, to experience 
the salvation of the gospel. The same almigh- 
ty power and invincible grace, which humbled 
the heart of Manasseh, purified Mary Magda* 
lene, fitted the penitent thief for heaven, and 
caused the persecuting Saul to become a 
preacher of the faith he once labored to destroy, 
are sufficient to renew and sanctify the whole 
human race. But since many will perish, it is 
evident that God does not design to do what he 
has power to do, for the salvation of all man- 
kind. From what is declared in the scriptures, 
there is reason to believe that God has determi- 
ned that a part of mankind shall perish ; and 
that he intends they shall be fitted for destruc- 
tion. God said to the prophet Isaiah, " Go and 
tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand 
not ; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 
Make the heart of this people fat^ and make 



SERMON L 11 

dieir ears heavy, and shut their eyes : lest they 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, and convert 
and be healed." Again he says by the same 
prophet, ^^ Sanctify uie Lord of Hosts himself ; 
and let him be your fear, and let him be your 
dread. And he shall be for a sanctuary ; but 
for a stone of stumbling, and for a rock of of- 
fence to both the houses of Israel ; for a ^ 
and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
And many among them shall stumble, and fall, 
and be broken, and be snared and be taken.'' 
And again, " The word of the Lord was unto 
them, precept upon precept, precept upon pre- 
cept ; Ime upon line, line upon line ; here a 
litUe and there a little ; that they might go and 
£dl backward, and be broken, and snared, and 
taken.'' From these declarations it appears, 
that God did not intend that the instructions he 
gave the Jews should be the means of their con- 
version and salvation ; but that by these in- 
structions, he intended they should be harden- 
ed and fitted for perdition. Though the Lord 
Jesus Christ preached, and wrought many 
miracles among the Jews, " yet they believed 
not on him : that the saying of Esaias the 
prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake ; 
Lord, who hath believed our report ? and to 
whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ? 
; Therefore they could not believe because that 
I Esaias had said again. He hath blinded their 
: eyes and hardened their heart ; that they should 
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not see with their eyes, nor understand witk 
their heart, and be converted, and I should 
Ileal them." The apostle says to the saints at 
Rome, ^' Israel hatli not obtained that which he 
seeketh for ; but the election hath obtained it, 
and the rest were blinded : According as it is 
written, God hath given them the spirit of 
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears 
that they should not hean" Again he says, 
^* Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth/* 
The apostle Peter says to his Christian breth- 
ren, " Unto you tlierefore who believe, he is 
precious ; but unto them who be disobedient, 
the stone which the builders disallowed, the 
same is made the head of the corner, and a 
stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even 
to them who stumble at the word, being disobe- 
dient, whereunto also they were appointed." 
If then we believe what God has declared, w^e 
must believe, that he . has determined that a 
part of mankind should be vessels of wrath ; 
and that he intends they shall be fitted for des- 
truction. 

It may then be asked, How can it be true 
that God desires the salvation of* every one of 
mankind ? To this it may be answered, 

3. God desires the salvation of every human 
being, in itself considered. 
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Notwithstanding the preceding observations, 
God may, in this sense, desire die salvation of 
every one of mankind. And it is easy to see 
that the text, and similar declarations in the bi- 
ble may be truly and fairly understood, and ex- 
plained in this ^ense. In any contrary sense, it 
is certain that they cannot be consistent with 
other declarations of the scriptures, nor with 
the most evident facts. God may be, not only 
willing that every one of the human race should 
be saved, but he may greatly desire the salva- 
tion of every one, in itself considered ; although 
he determine that a part of mankind shall perish, 
and although he fit them for destruction. The 
eternal happiness of an immortal soul is ex- 
ceedingly important and desirable. The eter- 
nal happiness of one soul, is, in itself, as truly 
valuable as the etenial happiness of another soul. 
The salvation of Cain, and Pharaoh, and Judas, 
was, in itself, important and desirable, as well as 
the salvation of Abel, and Moses, and Peter. 
Therefore, God must have desired the salva- 
tion of the former persons, simply considered, 
as really as the salvation of the others. Many 
things, which in themselves are highly desira-^ 
bie, are not best, all things being considered. 
And many things, which it is Ix^st should exist, 
all things being considered, are, in themselves, 
very great evils. A tender father may desire 
that an undutiful child should be freed from 
the pain of correction, in itself considered ; and 
yet, all things being considered, he may very 
painfully correct his undutiful ohild. A com- 

B 
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passionate judge may greatly desire the life of 
,a criminal^ simply considered ; and yet con- 
demn the criminal to death, and rejoice in the 
executioh of the sentence. The death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in itself, was to the Father, 
a very great evil, and exceedingly disagreeable. 
Yet, all things considered, the Father was plea- 
sed to bruise him, and put him to grief, Christ 
desired, and earnestly prayed to be delivered 
from his sufferings ; yet he was willing and de- 
termined to suffer the accursed death of the 
cross. Though he did not, on the whole, de- 
sire to be delivered from crucifixion ; yet, in 
itself, he greatly desired it. Though God may 
not, all thmgs being considered, desire the saU 
vation of all mankind ; yet, simply considered, 
he may greatly desire that every one of the hu- 
man race should be saved. 

Having explained the doctrine, it is now, in 
the second place, to be proved that God desires, 
in itself considered, the salvation of every hu- 
man being. 

1. This is evident from the divine character. 
" God is love. He makcth his sun to rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust. The Lord is good 
to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works." As God is a being of perfect and in- 
finite benevolence, from his own nature he hates 
whatever is evil, and desires the greatest good 
that can exist. Re will, therefore, in itself con- 
sidered, desire the greatest good of every one 
of his creatures. If the righteous man regard 
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the life of his beast, how much more does God 
regard the eternal happiness of every immortat 
soul. If there were one soul, whose salvation 
God did not desire, in itself, there would be 
reason to believe that he is destitute of good- 
ness. If God desired the endless perdition of 
one soul, or an hour's pain of any rational crea- 
ture, or the least distress of the least insect, in 
itself; he would be malevolent. For malevo- 
lence consists in desiring what is evil, in itself, 
without regarding the good which may arise 
from its existence. As God is perfectly bene- 
volent, he can never delight in sin, nor in mise- 
ry ; nor can he delight in their existence, sim- 
ply considered. He hates every degree of sin 
and of misery* And as much as he hates what 
is evil, so much does he desire in itself, the 
eternal salvation of every one of the human 
race. 

2. That God desires the salvation of every 
human being, in itself, is evident from what he 
has said. When the children of Israel said to 
Moses that they would hear and do all the Lord 
should command, God said, "Oh, that there 
were such an heart in them, that they would 
fear me, and keep all my commandments al- 
ways, tliat it might be weU with them and their 
children for ever." God here expresses an ar- 
dent desire for the everlasting happiness of all 
the generations of the children of Israel. Not- 
withstanding the numerous transgressions and 
provocations of his ancient people, God ex- 
pressed, by his prophets, the most vehement 
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desire for their holiness and happiness. He 
said by Hosea, " My people are bent to back- 
sliding from me : though they called them to 
the most High, none at all would exalt him. 
How shall 1 give thee up, Ephrainfi ? How 
Ishall I deliver thee Israel ? How shall I make 
thee as Admah ? How shall I set thee as Ze- 
boim ? Mine heart* is turned within me ; my 
repentings are kindled together. I will not 
execute the fierceness of mine anger ; I will 
not return to destroy Ephraim ; for I am God 
and not ' man." Admah and Zeboim were ci- 
ties, which were consumed with Sodom and 
Gomorrah by fire and brimstone from heaven. 
Though God saw that his own people deserved 
a destruction as terrible as those cities suffer- 
ed ; yet such was his tender mercy and com- 
passion, that he knew not how to execute the 
fierceness of his anger, while it could possibly 
be suspended. But he finally caused his wrath 
to fall upon that people to the uttermost. God 
says by Ezekiel — " Have I any pleasure at all 
that the wicked die ; and not that he should 
return from his ways and live ?" And again, 
** As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleas- 
ure in the death of the wicked ; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live : turn ye, 
turn ye, fix>m your evil \\^ys ; for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel ? 1 have no pleasure 
in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord 
God." By death, here is meant, the endless 
perdition of the soul in hell. Though it is ev- 
ident, from what God said by E?;ekiel, that 
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some die this death ; it is equally evident that 
in nheir death God hath no plciisure. la 
Christ's lamentation over Jerusalem, he de- 
clared his intense desire for the salvation erf 
those persons, who were doomed to remediless 
destruction. " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that 
kiUest the prophets and stonest them who are 
sent unto thee ; how often would I have gath- 
ered thy children together, as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not !" Bv Peter it is Avritten, " The Lord is 
not slack concerning his promise, as some men 
count slackness, but is long-suffcrir.g towards 
us, not willing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance." If God were 
not willing, all things considered, that any per- 
son should perish, he would condemn no one 
to final perdition. But though many persons 
will finally and eternally be punished ; yet it is 
certain from what God has said, that he greatly 
desires, in itself, the salvation of all mankind. 

3. That God desires the salvation of every 
man, in itself considered, is evident from the 
divine conduct towards sinners. 

By the atonement through the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, God has made provision 
sufficient for the salvation of all mankind. He 
has commanded the word of this salvation to 
be preached unto every creature. Wherever 
the gospel is preached, salvation is oflered unto 
every person without exception or distinction. 
This salvation is offered on the best conditions. 
With great patience and forbe-^xx^vvi^^ <o5^^ 
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waits upon sinners that they may accept this 
gracious offer. He uses the best means to in- 
duce sinners to repent. He most cheerfully 
forgives every person, who repents of his sins 
and believes en the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
he threatens to punish every one, who refuses 
to accept the salvation of the gospel, with pe- 
culiar and tremendous severity. 

From the conduct of God towards sinners^ 
as well as from what he has said, and from the 
divine character, it appears, that God desires 
the salvation of every one of mankiixl. • 

UEFLECTIOKS. 

1. From what has been said in the present 
discourse, we may be assured that God never 
created any one of the human race merely for 
destruction. If God created any person mere- 
ly for destruction, the destruction of that per- 
son must have been the chief end, which God 
designed to accomplish by bringing him into 
existence. The chief end which God designs 
to accomplish, by any of his works, must, in . 
itself, be pleasing to him. If then God created 
any human soul merely for damnation, the eter- 
nal sin and misery of that soul must, in them- 
selves, be pleasing to God. But it has been 
proved, in the present discourse, that God 
greatly desires, in itself, the salvation of every 
human being. It is certain then that he never 
created any person merely for destruction. If 
God were to bring creatures into existence 
solely for the purpose of causing them to be 
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sinful and fniserable for ever, he would be the 
most malicious and hateful being that could 
exist. Though God will punish many of man- 
kind with endless destruction, yet no one was 
ever created merely for this pur|X)se. In their 
punishment God acts according to wisdom, and 
truth, and justice, and goodness. He is influ- 
enced by the purest motives, and accomplishes 
the most important and desirable purposes. 
From what God said to Pharaoh, whom he 
destrq}ed, and whom he determined to des- 
troy, and whom he fitted for destruction, it 
appears, that in designing and accomplishing 
the destruction of that reprobate, he designed 
and accomplished the very end, for which all 
persons pray when they offer the Lord's Prayer. 
In that prayer the first petition is, " Our Fa- 
ther, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.** 
In offering this petition we profess to desire, 
supremely, that the name of God may be glori- 
fied. By destroying Pharaoh God shewed his 
power, and declared his name tIu*oughout the 
earth. And he greatly glorified his name by 
manifesting so clearly the glory of his perfec- 
tions. By the destruction of other sinners, as 
well as of Pharaoh, the same great and glori- 
ous purposes will be answered. For, as it is 
written, " The Lord hath made all thin^ for 
himself ; yea even the wicked for the day of 
evil." God has made the wicked for himself, 
that he may, according to the counsel of his 
own will, effect his holy and wise designs. 
Nor would they have been created for the day 
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of evil, unless the glor}^ of his great andholy 
name required their destruction. And if the 
glory of his name require the destrucion of all 
the sinners, \yho shall be for ever punished, 
what more important and desirable end could 
be effected or proposed ? By the apostle the 
Holy Spirit asks, " What, if God willing to 
shew his wrath and make his power known, 
endured with much long- suffering the vessels 
of wrath fitted for destruction ?" By so doing 
God accomplishes the chief end, which he ptOr 
posed to himself in the councils of eternity, to 
effect, by his great and marvellous works/ 
And this is the same end, which all holy beings 
supremely desire, and for which they earnestly 
pray. Since God desires, in itself, the salva- 
tion of every human being, and since such wise 
and holy purposes are answered by the endless 
punishment of those persons, who shall be de- 
stroyed, it is very false and very wrong to say, 
or to suppose, that God ever created any one 
of the human race, merely for destruction. 

2. As God desires the salvation of every one 
of mankind, simply considered, his goodness 
will be very manifest in the endless punishment 
of those persons who shall be lost. God is as 
unwilling that any soul should perish, as he is 
desirous that every one should be «aved. The 
destruction of a human soul must be, in itself, 
highly disagreeable to God. No one will ever 
suffer the endless torments of hell, unless the. 
wisest and best reasons justify and demand his 
destruction* In the punishment of the wicked/ 
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God' cannot be influenced by a cruel and mali- 
cious spirit ; but he is influenced by the highest 
and purest benevolence. God foresees the 
multitude and the magnitude of the transgres- 
sions, which Gvcry son of perdition will commit 
in eternity. He clearly perceives the tremen- 
dous weight of divine wrath, which every one 
that shall perish must endure. No being, but 
God, can form any conception of the endless 
sin and misery of one sinner, who shall fall in- 
to perdition. But as God fully realizes all the 
sin and misery of the vessels of wrath in eter* 
nity, their destruction appears in his view infi- 
nitely greater, than it can appear to any other 
being. Besides, he hates sin and misery infi- 
nitely more than they are hated by all other 
beings. In dooming rational creatures to a 
state of endless sin and woe, God executes a 
work which is, in itself, the most painful and 
distressing to his heart. How powerful, then, 
and inflexible is the goodness of Jehovah, in 
the endless damnation of immortal souls, whose 
salvation, in itself, he most ardently desires ! 
' There are several considerations which may 
more clearly illustrate the goodness of God, as 
it is manifested in the perdition of sinners. 

First, Their destruction is mentioned in the 
holy scriptures as an evidence of divine good- 
ness. Wnen Moses said unto God, '* I beseech 
thee shew me thy glory ;" he said, " I will 
make all my goodness pass before thee." Ac- 
cording to his promise, God passed before Mo- 
ses and proclaimed his name : *^ The Lord, the 
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Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffer- 
ing aiid abundant in goodness and truth, keep-f 
iqg mercy for thbusa^ids ; forgiving iniquity^ 
transgression and sin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty ; visiting the iniquity of the fa-i 
thers upon the children and upon .the children's 
children, unto the third and fourth generatioo.'^ 
When God proclaimed his name, and caused 
all his goodness to pass before Moses, h^ d^^ 
clared tliat he would ^^ no medns clear the 
guilty. From his own words, then, it is.eyii^ 
aent, that God manifests his goodness in the 
punishment of sinners. In the hundred and 
thirty-sixth Psalm, the everlasting mercy of 
God is celebrated ; and many instances in which 
God had manifested. his mercy are mentioned^ 
The Psalmist there says, " O give thanks unto 
the Lord ; for he is good : for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever. O give thanks unto the God 
of gods ; for his mercy endureth for ever. To 
him, who smote Egypt in their first-bom ; for 
his mercy endureth for ever ; and brought out 
Israel from among them ; for his mercy endu-^ 
reth for ever : But overthrew Pharaoh and his 
host in the Red Sea ; for his mercy endureth 
for ever. To him who smote great kings ; for 
his mercy endureth for ever : and slew famous 
kings ; for hjs mercy endureth for ever : Sihon, 
king of the Amorites ; for his mercy endureth 
for ever : and Og, king of Bashan ; for his 
mercy endureth for ever.'^ Here the terrible 
manifestations of divine wrath, in the destruc- 
tion of sinners, are adduced as evidences of the 
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jjfbodness and everlasting mercy of God. It is 
evident, then, from the divine testimony, that 
God manifests his goodness in punishing sin- 
ners. 

Again, The friends of Gdd when divinely 
inspired, have prayed that the wicked might be 
destroyed. In the song of Deborah and Ba* 
rak j which they sang when God destroyed the 
enemies of Israel, they say, " So let all thine 
enemies j>erish, O Lord." The Psalms 
abound in imprecations against the wicked. 
The Psalmist says, " Destroy thou them O 
God : let tHem fall by their own counsels : 
cast them out in the multitude of their trans- 
gressions ; for they have rebelled against thee." 
Again he says, " Give them according to 
their deeds, and according to the wickedness 
of their endeavours ; give them after the 
work of their hands ; render to them their de* 
serts." And again, " Consume them in wrath, 
consume them that they may not be, and let 
them" know that God ruleth in Jacob unto the 
ends of the earth." Once more he says, " Let 
their table become a snare before them ; and 
that which should have been for their welfare 
let it become a trap, let their eyes be darkened 
that they see not, and make their loins contin- 
ually to shake. Pour out thine indignation 
upon them : and let thy wrathful anger take 
hold of them." . Jeremiah says unto God, 
" Pour out thy fury upon the heatlien that 
know thee not, and upon the families that call 
not upon thy name." Again he says, " Ren- 
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der unto them a rfecompence, O Lord, acdbrd- 
ing to the work of their hands. Give them 
sorrow of heart, thy curse upon them. Perse- 
cute and destroy them in anger from under 
the heavens of the Lord." These persons, in 
praying for the destruction of the wicked,* 
were not influenced by a spirit of revenge and 
malevolence. They prayed as they were mo- 
ved by the Holy- Spirit. In answering " such 
holy prayers, aUhough the wicked be destroy- 
ed, the goodness of God will be gloriously 
manifested. 

' Finally, The righteous praise God" for des- 
troying the wicked. When God had destroy- 
ed Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea> Moses 
and the children of Israel sang a songof praise. 
In this song they say unto God, *' Thy right 
hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power : 
thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in pieces 
the enemy. Who is like unto thee among the 
Gods ? Who is like unto thee, glorious in ho- 
liness, fearful in praises, doing wonders?" In 
the song, which God gave to Moses for the 
children of Israel, he commands the nations ta 
rejoice in view of his vengeance on his enemies. 
" Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people ; for 
he will avenge the blood of his servants and 
will render vengeance to his adversaries." 
Having described the desperate wickedness, 
and fearful perdition of the ungodly, the Psalm- 
ist says, " The righteous shall rejoice, when he 
seeth the vengeance." When the seven an- 
gels appear with the seven last plagues, the 
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*saints are described as having the harps of God> 
and as «in^ng the song of Moses^ the servant df 
God, and the song of the Latnb. In this song 
they sing, " Great and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty ; just and true are 
thy. ways, thoir king of saints. Who shall not 
fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name ? For 
thou only art holy : for all nations shall come 
and worship before thee ; for thy judgments are 
made manifest." At the destruction of mysti- 
cal Babylon, God says, " Rejoice over her, thou 
heaven, and ye, holy apostles and prophets ; 
for God'hath avenged you on her." John thert 
says, " I heard a great voice of much people 
in heaven, saying. Alleluia, salvation and glory 
and honour and power, unto the Lord our 
God : for true and righteous are his judg- 
ments : for he hath judged the great whore, 
who did corrupt the earth with her fornication, 
and hath avenged the blood of his servants at 
her hand. And again they said .Alleluia. And 
her smoke rose lip forever and ever. And the 
four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell 
down and worshippied God, that sat on the 
throne, saying, Amen, Alleluia ! And a voice 
came out of the throne saying, Praise our God, 
all . ye his servants, and all ye that fear him, 
both small and great. And I heard as it were 
the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice 
of many waters, and as the voice of many thun- 
dcringSy saying Alleluia ! For the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth." Since all holy beings 
praisp God for destroying the - wicked, it is 
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evident that iii their destruction he manifests 
his goodness. While he renders *^ indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish, unto every 
soul of man that doetb evil," it will be forever 
known to all his rational creatures that he has 
no pleasure in the death of him that dieth. 
The wicked as well as the righteous will be 
convinced, that God is influenced by the purest 
benevolence, in shewing his wrath and making 
his power known upon the vessels of wrath fit- 
ted to destruction ; as well as in making known 
the riches of his glory, upon the vessels of mer. 
G^ afore prepared unto glory. Am e n . 
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LUKE XIV. 17. 
V Come ; for all things are now readv. 

OtJR Saviour commonly taught his hearers, 
by parables, the important lessons which he 
desired them to learn. His parables were suit- 
ed to awaken their attention, and to impress 
his instructions on their minds. One of his 
parables contains the text. A man, who sat at 
meal with him, having heard his words, said 
unto him, " Blessed is he, that shall eat bread 
in the kingdom of God. Then said Jesus unto 
him, a certain man made a great* supper and 
bade many and sent his servant, at supper time, 
to say to them that were bidden, come ; for all 
things are now ready.'' From what the ser- 
vant said to the persons, who were bidden to 
the supper, it appears that all things were pre-, 
pared, in the best manner, for their entertain- 
ment. The supper, which is mentioned in 
this parable, represents the provision, which 
God has made in the gospel, for the salvation 
of sinners. And the text represents the mes- 
sage whftll is to be delivered to sinners, by 
the ministers of the gospel. The words of the 
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text then plainly teach us — That God has 
done, in the best manner, what was necessary 
that sinners might be saved. To illustrate this 
doctrine it is pro]x)s^jdl, 

I. To enquire what was necessary to be 
done, that sinners might be saved. 

IL To show that what was necessary, that 
sinners might be ^aved^ has been done. And» 

IIL To show that what was necessaiy , t^a| 
sinners might be saved^ has been done, in the 
best manner. 

I. Enquire what was necessary to be done:, 
that sinners might be saved. 

AH mankind are under a law, which binds 
them to love their Creator with all their hearts ; 
and to love their fellow creatures as themselves. 
Eternal life is promised to every one, who per- 
fectly obeys this law. And eternal death is 
threatened to every one, who in the least trans- 
gresse^ it. As it is written, " Moses descri- 
betii the righteousness which is of the law, 
that the man, who doeth these things, shall live 
in them." It is also written, " The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die. The wages of sin is death. 
Cursed is evcrv one, who continueth not in all 
things written in the book of the law to do 
theni." Now all mankind, by nat|»e are sin-, 
ncrs. For it is written, " The whole v/orld 
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Keth in wickedness. There is none that doeth 
good ; no, not one." As all mankind have 
transgressed the law, they deserve the threat- 
ened curse, which is eternal death. Hence 
arises the important enquiry — What must be 
done that sinners may be saved ? To this en- 
quiry it must be replied, that the salvation of 
no sinner is possible, unless the design of God 
in threatening eternal death to every transgres- 
sor, be fully answered. God never delights in 
misery. He says, ** I have no pleasure in the 
death of him that dieth." God is " merciful 
and gracious, long suffering and abundant in 
goodness and truth." But neither truth, nor 
goodness, nor mercy, nor grace, requires God 
to countenance sin. The truth and goodness 
of God require him to manifest his hatred of 
sin and his regard to the law. If God cannot 
forgive sinners, and yet show that he hates sin 
as much as the threatening of the law implies, 
every sinner must for ever suffer the weight of 
his holy wrath. But if God can fully manifest 
his regard to the law, which threatens eternal 
death to every sinner, and yet the sinner be sa- 
ved ; then the mercy of God will rejoice 
against judgment. Then God will delight to 
forgive iniquity, transgression and sin. For 
then no evil, but great good, will arise from 
pardoning sinners. But if God should forgive 
sinners, w ithout manifesting his hatred of sin 
as fully and clearly as though every sinner 
should suffer the threatened curse ; his charac- 
ter would be ruined, his government would be 
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destro}^cd and all happiness be banished from 
t^ie universe. That sinners might be saved 
it was therefore necessary, that God should 
show his regard to the law and his hatred of 
sin, to as great a degree, as if the whole human 
race should have suflered the pains of eternal 
death. It is, 

II. To be shewn that what was necessary^ 
that sinners might be saved, has been done. 

This h^is been done through the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Him ^^ hath God set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for the re- 
mission of sins that are past, through the for« 
bearance of God : to declare at this time his 
righteousness ; that he might be just and the 
justifier of him who believetii in Jesus.'* 
The justice of God demanded .the endlcs3 
punishment of all mankind ; or such a sacri- 
fice as should atone for their sins. God hath 
set forth his Son to be a propitiation for the sin 
of the world. The prophet Isaiah says of 
Christ, " He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions; he was bruised for our iniquities." 
The apostle says, ** For when wc were yet 
without strengdi, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly. God sent forth his Son, made 
under the law, that he might redeem those who 
were under the law. God hath made him^ 
who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God ii^ 
him. God sent forth his Son, in the likeness 
of sini^l flesh, i^nd for m cond^xxuied sin 'm 
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the flesh, that the righteousness of God might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit." Christ is called " the 
Jamb of God that takcth away the sin of the 
whole world." He is called, " The propitia- 
tion for the sins of the whole world". Fron> 
w hat is said of Christ in the holy scriptures, it 
is evident tliat he hath suffered for the same 
purpose, for .which sinners were condemned 
to suffer.. But God condemned sinners to suf- 
fer from his regard to the law, and from his ha- 
tred of sin. Since his regard to the law, and 
his hatred of sin, have been fully and clearly 
manifested in the sufferings of Christ, God 
"can be just and the justifier of him who be- 
lie veth in Jesus. For Christ is the end of 
the law for righteousness to every one that be- 
lieveth." 

.But do the sufferings of Christ, on the cross» 
manifest God's hatred of sin to as great a de-.. 
gree, as though the whole human race should 
have suffered the punishment which is threat*- 
ened m the law ? It is believed that they do. 
Should an earthly king punish a number of 
his subjects, who had rebelled jagainst him, it 
might seem as if he were influenced by person* 
al resentment. But should he subject himself 
to severe and shameful sufferings, or inflict 
such sufferings on oae, whom he loved as him- 
self, that be might show his regard to the gov- 
earnment,aad his abhorrence of rebellion against 
it ; then aJJ his subjects would at once see that 
their king wjas ii#i.euced by ^ pure aod impar- 
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tial love of truth and justice. If God had 
punished all mankind according to the threat- 
ening of the law ; it might have been pretended 
by his false and rebellious creatures, that he 
was influenced by a revengeful spirit, and by 
a selfish regard to his own government. But 
when the well beloved Son of God, who is 
one with the Father, stands to suffer in the 
stead of sinners ; then if God do not slacken 
his indignation, every rational creature must 
know that he punishes sinners, not because he 
is selfish and revengeful, but because he is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and be- 
cause he is^determined, from the wisest and 
best motives, to support the authority and 
glory of the law, though at the greatest ex- 
pense. Now when the Lord Jesus Christ 
stood to suffer in the stead of sinners, God did 
not in the least suflfer his wrath to cool ; but he 
vented the flame of his hot displeasure against 
sin upon his well beloved Son. God said 
^* Awake, O sword, against my shepherd ; 
against the man that is my fellow. Smite the 
shepherd," The well beloved Son of God 
was not spared, until the sword of divine jus- 
tice was satiated with his blood. God was plea- 
sed to bruise him and put him to grief. God 
exhausted the vehemence of his anger against 
sin upon the Son of his love, that his enemies 
might be saved from the pains of eternal death. 
" God commendeth his love towards us, in 
that, wliile we were yet sinners Christ died for 
IJ5. . He that spared not his own Son, but de- 
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livered him up for us all ; how shall he not with 
him also, freely give us all things ?" It is now^ 

III. To be shown tliat what was necessaryi, 
that sinners might be saved* has been done, in 
the best i^anner. This will be evident, if we 
consider, 

I. That God will forgive the greatest sinner, 
who repents, however many and however 
greDt his sins. No sinner needs to perish, be* 
cause his sins are too great for God to pardon» 
To the most wicked, on their repentance, 
God. will say, " I, even I, ^m he, that blot- 
tetli out thy trangressions and will not remem- 
ber thy sins." " Wash ye, make you clean, 
put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes ; cease to do evil, learn to do well. 
Come now and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord : though your sins be as scarlet 
they shall be white as snow ; though they be 
red like crimson they shall be as wool.'* 
Again, It is said, ^* Let the wicked forsake his 
way and the unrighteous man his thoughts : 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him, and to our God for he 
will abundantly pardon.'' Christ says, " Him 
that Cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.'* 
These words of Christ are not idle and un- 
meaning rounds. Fur some of the greatest 
sinners have been saved by him, who has 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and com- 
pas;5»!.oa on whom he will have compassioiu 
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The apostle tells the church at Corinth thiat 
some of their number had been of the vilest 
characters. " But," he says, " ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God-'* It is then evident that God is able 
and willingj to forgive the greatest sinner^ 
whp*^pents, however many and however 
great his sins. 

2. God will forgive the greatest number of 
repenting sinners, however great their num • 
ber. If only a few sinners could be forgiven, 
there would be a very evident deficiency in what 
has been done for the salvation of men. If 
God could forgive only a few sinners, he could 
not consistently offer salvation to all. Nor 
would his ministers then know how to address 
their hearers. And their hearers would have 
some pretence for closing their ears and har- 
dening their hearts, against the calls ^nd offers 
of the gospel. But through the atonement of 
Christ, God has made provision sufficient for 
the salvation of all mankind. And to every 
person, where the gospel is preached, pardon 
and eternal life are freely and sincerely offered. 
Christ says by the prophet Isaiah, " Look unto 
me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth : 
for I am God, and there is none else." He 
commissioned his disciples to go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature, 
saying, "He that believeth and* is baptized, 
shall be saved ; but he that believeth not, shall 
be damned." There would be no propriety in 
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this commission, unless God were able and 
willing to forgive the greatest number of sin- 
ners, who repent and believe the gospel, how- 
ever ^eat their number. 

3. Upon repenting sinners God bestows 
blessings of infinite value. Such sinners are 
not merely saved from the present wrath of 
God, and from the endless punishment, which 
they deserve ; but they are made partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light : " an in- 
heritance, which is incorruptible, undefiled and 
which fadeth not away, reserved in heaven." 
Too often when men profess to forgive each 
c^her, there is an appearance of unkindncss. 
The oifender, though said to be forgiven, is 
still treated as guilty. But God treats repent- 
ing sinners with the utmost kindness. " As a 
father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth. 
them that fear him." He is their constant and 
faithful friend, while they are passing through 
this dark vale of tears. He makes their light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, work lor 
them a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. He enables them to sing the song of 
triumph over death, and of victory over the 
g^rave. When their flesh and their heart fail-: 
eth, he is the strength of their heart, and their 
portion for ever. He receives them to himself 
when they die. He then ** wipes away all 
tears from their eyes : and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain." Repenting sin- 
•ners shall for ever dwell in the presence of Godj 
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where is fulness of joy, and at his right hand, 
where are pleasures for evermore. They are 
not only saved from the endless torments of 
hell ; but they are made perfectly blessed in 
the full enjoyment of God to all eterftity. • 

4. The blessings ot the gospel are granted 
to penitent sinners on the easiest conditions. 
From eternity, God desired to exercise his 
loving kindness in the most gracious and en- 
dearing nianner. He could riot be contented 
to do good to such creatures only, as deserved 
no evil. He desired to manifest the greatness 
of his goodness, by bestowing eternal glof y up- 
on such creatures as deserved his eternal wrath. 
In the work of redemption, the desires of his 
heart are fully gratified. Upon every sinner, 
who repents and believes the gospel, God be- 
stows eternal life and glory, upon the most de- 
sirable conditions. For sinners may obtain the 
treat salvation, if they will only throw off the 
Ithy rags of their own righteousness,- and ■ be 
arrayed in ** fine linen clean and white, which 
is the righteousness of the saints." If they 
will only leave their broken cisterns that can 
hold no water, and come to Christ the fountain 
of living waters, they shall have in themselves 
a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life. Hear what Christ says to sinners by the 
prophet Isaiah, " Ho every one- that thirsteth ; 
come ye to the wat€ts ; and he that hath no 
money ; come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without 
price,'' AtJemsalem, " in the last day, that 
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great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, if any man thirst, let him come unto 
me and drink. He that believeth on me, as 
the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water." And now from 
heaven he is ever crying, " Behold, I stand at 
■the door and knock ; if any man hear my voice 
and open the door, I will come and sup witli 
him, and he with me.'' *^' The spirit and the 
bride say, come. And let him that heareth 
say, come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely." ' It is evident then that every 
sinner may receive the great salvation of the 
gospel^ on the very easiest and lowest con- 
-cUtions. 

5. All holy beings greatly rejoice in the sal- 
vation of repenting sinners. Among those 
who mind earthly things, there arise frequent 
and severe contentions. When one lias re- 
ceived a favor, envy and malice rankle in the 
breasts of others. But when a vile end {guilty 
*worm of the dust is saved from endless pui>i :h- 
raent, and made an heir of glory, then all holy 
beings engage with all their iKarts, to promote 
his happiness. In the parable of the prodigal, 
there is a striking description of the readiness 
and conipassion, with which God receives and 
pardons repenting sinners. '* When he was 
yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had 
compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and 
kissed him." The angels greatly rejoice in 
the salvaticMi of siflners. With what deliglrt 
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and gratitude did the heavenly host praise God 
at the Saviour's birth^ saying, " Glory to God 
ia the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will towards mem" ^* There is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God, over one sinner 
that repenteth." What love and joy are exci- 
ted in the hearts of saints on earth, when 
sinners are called jfrom their native darkness, 
into the marvellous liglit of the gospel ; when 
they are deli vered Trom the chains of Satan,-and 
brought into the glorious liberty of the Sons of 
God* By the salvation of every sinner, who 
repents and believes on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the joy of all holy beings is greatly increased. 

6. In the salvation of sinners, the great and 
holy name of Jehovah is for ever glorified. The 
law, by which every sinner is condemned, is 
holy, just and good. And the holiness, jus* 
tice and goodness of God, would have shone 
with exceeding beauty and glory, if he had in- 
flicted on all mankind, the endless punishment 
which is threatened in the law. But instead 
of dooming sinners to hopeless and endless 
woe, according to the law ; through the un- 
searchable riches of his grace in Christ Jesus, 
he bestows upon every penitent and believing 
sinner, the perfect and eternal joys and glories 
of heaven. Now, " if the ministration of con- 
demnation be glory, much more doth the 
ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 
In this was manifested the love of God to- 
wards us, because God sent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through 
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Inm* Herein is love ; not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. God, who is rich 
in mercy, for his great love wherewith he lov- 
ed us, even when we were dead in sins, hath 
quickened us together M^ith Christ, (by grace 
ye are saved,) and hath raised us up together, 
and hath made us sit together in heavenly pla- 
ces in Christ Jesus : that in the ages to come 
be might shew the exceeding riches of his- 
grace fai his kindness towards us in Christ Je-- 
sus," In manifesting the exceeding riches of 
his grace through the redemption of the 
church, God gives the fullest and clearest ex- 
hibition of his divine perfections, and brings 
the highest glory to his great and holy name. 

Since God is glorified, and all holy beings 
rejoice in the salvation of penitent sinners, and 
since the greatest number of penitent sinners, 
however many and however grcat their sins, 
shall be saved from endless wrath, and enjoy 
tiie glories of heaven on the easiest and best 
conditions ; it may well be declared, that what 
was necessar}'^ that sinners might be saved, has 
been done in the best manner. 

A.£7L£CTIO^'9. 

1. From what God has done for the salva- 
tion of sinners, there is no reason to believe 
that all mankind will be saved. From the suf- 
ficiency of the atonement through the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and from the offers of 
the gospel, there arc many, who profess to be- 



4» S^£UMON !l. 

]ieve in the salvation of all mankind. But nei- 
ther does the sufficiency of the atonement, nor 
do the offers of the gospel secure the salvation 
of sinners. On this subject we may obtain in- 
«|truction from the parable, which contains the 
t«xt. Did not tlie man, who is mentioned in 
this parable, make a supper sufficient for all 
who were in\ ited to his house ? Were not all 
things prepared in the best manner for their 
entertainment ? Were they not kindly called 
^ by the servant, and urged to come to the feast ? 
Was it certain, though all this was done that 
,they, who were bidden, would taste of the sup- 
per ? " They all with one consent began to 
make excuse. Then the master of the house, 
being angry, said, I say unto you that none of 
the men, who are bidden, shall taste of my sup- 
per." Though God has in the best manner 
prepared the gospel feast,, and made provision 
sufficient for the millions of the human race ; 
though sinners be invited, and commanded^ 
and in treated to accept of the great salvation ; 
is it therefore certain that all mankind will be 
saved ? What, if sinners with one consent pray 
to be excused from coming linto the Lord Jesusu 
Christ for salvation ? Then, notwithstanding 
what God has done, and what Christ has suf- 
fered, if they be allowed to act according to 
such a choice, no one will be saved. Then 
Christ crucified will be preached unto sinners 
a savor of death unto death. Then sinners 
though favored with the means of salvation, 
v^ill b^ |i>rmed into vessels of w^th, an4 fitt^ 
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gree evident, from what God has said, and from 
the conduct of sinners^ that they naturally re- 
fuse the salvation of the gospel, and reject the 
counsel of God against themselves. As none 
came to the supper, which is mentioned in the 
parable, but those persons who were brought, 
and those who were compelled to come ; so 
none cojne to Christ for ihe blessings of the 
gospel, but they who are made willing in the 
dav of his power, by the almighty and inviiKi- 
ble grace of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Since salvation is ^o offered to sinners, the 
reflections of these persons, who have rejected 
the offer and died in their sins, must be very 
distressing. When they were in this state of 
trial, they were taugiit their sin and guilt. 
They were informed of the gracious Saviour, 
and of his atoning blood. I'hey were kindly 
warned to flee from the wrath to come. But 
though God called, in the most earnest and af- 
fecting manner, they refused to hear. Though 
he stretched forth his hand, they would not 
regard him. They set at naught his counsel, 
and despised his reproof. They would madly 
persifst in treasuring unto themselves wrath 
against the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God. And now in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish 
have come upon them to the uttermost. But 
though they now call upon God, he will not 
ansiver. " He th.at made them will not have 
KK;rGj on thcin, and he thai fo^tv>fc^ >i>^^\s\^\^ 

J) 2 
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shew them no favor," Though they might 
have taken the water of life freely, they are 
flow tormented in the flames of hell, nor caB 
a drop of water ever be given to cool their 
tongues. They must for ever eat the fruit of 
their own devices.. What now are the riches 
and pleasures and honours, for which they neg- 
lected the great salvation ? What are the 
amusements, for which they despised the jpys 
of heaven ? What are the vain and wicked 
companions, by whoni they were induced to 
contemn the Lord of glory,, and the society of 
his chosen and happy people ? What now 
avail their boasted morality and fomtial services 
of religion ? What avail those false sentiments, 
which blinded their minds, and flattered their 
delusive hopes ? Though they once held fast 
deceit, yet now the hail has swept awav their 
refuges of lies, and the waters have overflowed 
their hiding places. Their covenant with 
death- is dis-annulled, and their agreement wdth 
hell cannot stand. Have they not learnt the 
worth of those sabbaths, they could spend in 
stupidity ? Do they not feel the importance of 
those sermons, they once heard with contempt 
and mockery ? Does tlie salvatiouy they were 
urged to accept now seem a trifle? Does the: 
damnation, they were warned and intreated 
to escape, now seem a jest? But though they 
might, on the best conditions, have enjoyed the 
glories of l;cavcn5 tlicy are now cast into helK 
fire, where the worm dieth not and the fire is 
not quenched. Do they not exclaim — ^' Eter^ 
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mly, O eternity ! Must we for ever weep and 
wail, and gnash our teeth in these tormenting 
flames of the wrath of Almighty God !" How- 
does the anguish of the damned pierce their 
souls^ whea they consider how foolishly and 
wickedly, they rejected the great salvation of 
the gospel,. 

3^ In view of what has-been done that sin-, 
ners might be saved, great appears the sin of 
those persons, who continue impenitent, where 
the gospel is preached. The heathen know 
nothing of the glorious character of God, as it 
appears in the work of redemption. They 
have never once been told that " God so loved 
the world as to give his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish,, 
but have eyerlasting life." They have never 
once been told that God forgive^ iniquity,^ 
transgression and sin,, and that he will by no 
means clear the guilty.. They have not once 
been forewarned of the exceeding and eternal 
weight of divine vengeance, which must fall 
upon the wicked in the future state. Yet the 
lieathen are without excuse. And if the hea- 
then have no excuse for their wickedness, what 
is the sin and the guilt of those persons, who 
often hear, and as often despise the gospel of 
the grace of God ? When the great salvation. 
of the gospel is urged upon sinners . from, sab- . 
bath to sabbath, and from year to year ; when 
they are constantly reminded of the endless 
perdition of every one, who rejects this salva-, 
tion ; when against the commands and war^:^. 

i 
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ings, the tlireatenings and i>roraiscs of Giod', • 
they stop their ears, and shut their eyes, and 
harden their hearts, how does their sin and 
their guilt increase and abound ! They despise 
the riches of the divine goodness, and forbear- 
ance, and long suffering. Though they are- 
exalted unto heaven, they are preparing them^ 
selves to be thrust into the lowest hell. The 
vilest heathen is less criminal than the most' 
moral sinner, who continues impenitent under 
the light of the gospel. The Lord Jesus Christ 
said of the Jews, to whom he had preached, 
" If I had not come and spoken unto them^ 
they had not had sin ; but now they have no- 
cloak for their sin. They have both seen and 
hated, both me and my Father." 

Sinners had better have been heathen, they 
had better have been brutes, they had better 
never have been born, than to live and die in a . 
christian land, without that repentance which is 
unto salvation. For according to their wick- 
edness will be their punishment. And very 
great and peculiar is the wickedness of those 
persons, who remain impenitent where the 
gospel is preached. 

4. They, who now reject the salvation of-. 
the gospel, have no reason to conclude that' 
they shall accept it at some future time* The 
impenitent, who attend on the preaching of the 
gospel, are generally delaying for the present, 
to comply with its requirements. Yet they of- ' 
ten resolve that they will, at some future time, 
secure the salvation of their soul3. But what 
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reason have they, who now reject the blessings 
of the gospel, to conclude that they shall ever 
repent of their sins, and believe oii the Lord 
Jesus Christ ? The conditions of salvation can 
never be altered. Nor will a compliance with 
those conditions ever become . more easy. 
Will the hearts of sinners, after they have been 
hardening in sin a longer time, be more obedi- 
ent and submissive to the authority of Christ ? 
They, who are now impenitent are under the 
.curse of the law, and ,the WTath of God. 
They are in the gall of bitterness and in the 
bond of iniquity. They are every moment in 
danger of falling into eternal and remediless, 
destruction. If, in this situation, they reject 
the only security against the endless perdition* 
of their souls, and harden their hearts against 
Gofi, why do they flatter. themselves that they 
shall accept salvation at some future time ?* 
Let those, who now refuse to accept the offer 
of life, determine at what future time they will 
certainly repent and believe the gospel. Eve- 
ry sinner may be assured, that the present time 
is the best for complying with the kind and 
gracious calls of God. They, who refuse to ac- 
cept salvation at the best time, and when it is ot 
fcred on tlie best conditions, have no reason to 
conclude that they shall, at some future time, 
accept that salvation, which they do now reject* 
5. From what has been said in the present 
discourse, it is evident, that they, who are lost^ 
parish wbotty through their own fault. If allj 
mankind. had been for ever punished for trans- 
gressing th^ divine law, they wci\M WN^\i!^^^ 
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blameable for their own destruction. If a 
Saviour had never been given, and if salvation 
had never been offered, every sinner would 
have been justly punished, and the blame of 
his destruction must have been wholly charged 
upon himself. Now since a Saviour has been 
given, who is able to save to the uttermost all 
who come to Go(i tlirough him, and since sal- 
ration is offered to sinners on i!ie easiest and 
best conditions, they who arc lost, will for 
ever feel, with the keenest sensibility, that 
they perish through their own sin and folly* 
Should you ask one, who has died impenitent, 
and who is now suffcrb^g the torments of hell^ 
whom he blames for his miseiy, would he not 
be obliged to blame himself? Should yoa 
yourself lose the endless joys of heaven, and 
suffer the endless sorrows of hell, on whom 
will you charge your ruin ? Will you blame 
God for your damnation ? He will say you ' 
despised and rejected my counsel against your* 
self. Will you blame Christ for your damna* 
tion ? He will say, you hated me without a 
cause. Will you blame the Holy Spirit for 
your damnation ? You did always resist his in* 
structions and warnings. Wul you say the 
conditions of salvation were too hard ? On 
what coiiditions then would you Iiave accepted 
salvation? When in the torments of hell, you 
shall raise your eyes to heaven, and see the re- 
deemed in the kingdom of glory ; to your 
own folly and wickedness, you will be obliged to 
charge your loss of their enjoyments. After 
frcejh'jigand wailing and gnashing your teeth, 
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for thousands and millions of ages, you wiH 
look forward to ^n eternity of the bitterest an- 
guish ; and to your own folly and wickedness, 
you will be obliged to charge the eternal and 
immense weight of divine wrath, which you 
must endure* Since pardon and eternal life arc 
freely offered you in the gospel, if you perish, 
your eternal damnation must be wholly char- 
ged to your own sin and folly. 

Finally, they who now refuse the blessings 
of the gospel, have great reason to fear that 
they are fitting for destruction. Though such 
persons despise and abuse the mercy and for- 
bearance of God, yet they flatter themselves 
that thty shall not perisli. But they have reason 
to fear, that though God does not, for the pre- 
sent, execute his threatenings against the wrick- 
ed, he is only delaying the day of his wrath, 
.that they may complete the measure of their 
sins, and render themselves more fit for the 
manifestation of the fierceness of his anger. 
*' God is jealous and the Lord revengeth ; 
the Lord revengeth and is furious ; the Lord 
will take vengeance on his adversaries ; and he 
reservelh wrath for his enemies. Who can 
stand before his indignation ? and who can 
abide in the fierceness of his anger V* The 
Lord of Hosts, the mighty one of Israel hath 
said — '* Ah, I will ease me of mine adversa- 
ries, and avenge me of mine enemies.'^ 
Though delaying sinners may think themselves 
secure, yet while they are rejecting the mercy 
of God, they are rapidly fitting for the vehe- 
mence of his indignation. Their '' yxd^^^x^ 
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now of a long time lingereth not, and their 
damnation slumbereth not." God hath said, 
" tome belongeth vengeance, and recompence, 
their feet shall slide in due time. For the day 
of their calamity is at hand and the things that 
come upon them make haste." Since such is 
the wrath of God against his enemies, and 
since their destruction is hastening every mo- 
ment, they who now reject the mercy of God 
are in the utmost danger of eternal perdition. 
The longer they refuse to accept salvation, the 
more reason there is to fear that they are of 
that number, who are not given to the Lord 
Jesus Christ in the covenant 6f redemption. 
The longer they walk in the way to eternal 
death, the more reason there is to fear, that 
they were not ordained to eternal life. The 
longerthey harden their hearts against God, the 
more reason there is to fear, that God never will 
change their hearts by his special and almighty 
grace. Every one, who is now rejecting and 
abusing the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, 
has great reason to fear, that he is a vessel of 
wrath, and that he is fitting for that destruc- 
tion, by which God intends to show his wrath 
and make his power known. For it is written, 
*' He, that being often reproved, hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy." — Wherefore as the Holy 
Spirit saith, " To day^ if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts. To day^ if ye will hear 
his voice, harden not your hearts. To day, if 
ye will hear his voice ^ harden nx)t your hearts.^* 

. Amxn. 
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REVELATION XXH. 17. 

1 

Aod whosoerer wiD^ let him take £he vrnXer of 1^ {i*ed^» 

1 HdUGM water be highly Talaable, it is 
obtained without any expense. Hence in iht 
holy scriptures, the blessings of the gospd 
are often compared to water. These bles- 
sings, thourfi they be of the greatest value, 
are freely onered to sinners. By the prophet 
Isai^h^'God says, *^ Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters ; and he that hath no 
money. Come ye, buy and eat ; yea come, 
buy wine and milk witl^out -money and without 
price." In the text the same blessings are of- 
fered in the same manner. ** Whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life freely.*^ These 
^ords afford for our consideration this impor. 
tant doctrine : To every one, who will accept 
the blessings of the gospel, they are freely 
given. 

To illustrate this doctrine it may be obser- 
ved, 

1. That through the atonement, God can 
bestow the blessings of the Igcss^l m^ww ^ccv- 
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ners freely. The law threatens eternal death 
to every sinner. But the Lord Jesus Christy 
by his death on tjie cross, has made an atone- 
ment for sin. And now God can, consistently 
with his truth and justice, release from the 
punishment which is threatened in the law, ev- 
ery person who avails himself of Christ's death. 
For " Christ is the end of the law for right- 
eousness to every one that IjpUcveth." God 
can " be just and the justifier of him that be- 
lieveth in Jesus." In the wondrous scheme 
ofjfedemption through Jesus Christ, " mercy 
and truth meet together, righteousness and 
peace embrace' each other." Truth consents 
to have mercy bestowed upon sinners, to whom 
wrath was threatened. And righteousness con^ 
sents to offer peace to the enemies of all right- 
eousness. Since Christ, by his death, has made 
^ti atonement for the sin of the world, God can, 
consistently with his perfections, and his right- 
eous government, freely bestow upon sinners 
the blessings of the gospel. 

2. God is glorified in bestowing the blessings 
of the gospel freely upon sinners, -The wis- 
dom, power and goodness of God shine, with 
infinite glory, in the salvation of sinners through 
Jesus Christ. To the saints at Rome, the apos- 
tle writes, ** I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ.; for it is the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth." And unto 
the church at C^inth, " We preach Christ cru- 
cified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness ; but unto them 
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who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God.'* 
Agaai, it is written, " To the intent, that now 
unto principalities and powers in heavenly pla- 
ces might be known by the church the mani- 
fold wisdom of God, according to the eternal 
Eurpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our 
lOrd.'' The goodness of God, as well as has 
wisdom and power, is displayed in the redemp- 
tion of sinners. ^' In this was manifested the 
love of God towards us, because that God 
sent his only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through him." The truth, the 
justice, and the power of God, would have 
been gloriously displayed, had he inflicted on 
the whole human race the curse of the law* 
But the goodness of God moved him to desire 
a way, in which he might forgive and save sin- 
ners from eternal death. Such a way his wis- 
dom enabled him to devise, and his power ena- 
bled him to execute. And now all the per- 
fections of God appear very glorious in the sal- 
vation of sinners. At the Saviour's birth, a 
multitude of the heavenly host praised God ; 
saying, " Glory to God in the highest ; and on 
earth peace, good will towards men," Since 
God is glorified in bestowing the blessings of 
the gospel upon sinners freely, these blessings 
may be freely given. 

3. In the holy scripturesit is plainly asserted, 
that the blessings of the go^el arc freely be- 
stowed upon every one, who is saved. Ac- 
cording to the scriptures the salvation of sin- 
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Mrs, froQi tl)C foundation to the tOfvstoBe,. 
through the free grace of God. God 
gave hb helmed Son to die on the cross 
make an atonement for the sia of tlie worldilpg^ 
Of his free mercy lie offers salvation to sinnerMl tl 
He appoints and maintains the means of ii 
struction and salvation. By the Holy SpiriM|i ^ 
who works in a free and sovereign manner, tl 
imiUttlnr ol* the gospel is made effectual to tl 
conviction, conversion and sanctification of sin^^ 
nera. The Psalmist says to the Lord Jesus^ 
Christft *^ Thou hast ascended on high, thou 
hast led captivity captive ; thou hast recei- 
ved gifts for men ; yea, for the rebellious 
also, tliat the Lord God might dwell among 
them.'' It is said of Christy " Him hath 
God exalted with his right hand, to be a prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance to Israel^ 
and ivmission of sins." To the saints at Ephc- 
sus it is written, " For by grace are ye sa* 
ved through faith ; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God." The apostle says in his 
epistle to Titus, *' Not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing of regene* 
ration and renewing of the Holy Spirit ; which 
lnus shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour," The Saviour, the Holy Spiijit, 
and all the fruits and benefits of the Spirit, ate 
the gift of God. From the plainest declara- 
tions of die holy scriptures, it is therefore evi- 
dent, that the salvation of sinners through the 
g^CK|)el of Jesus Christy is wholly of grace ; and 
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consequently upon all who are saved it is freely 
bestowed. 
I 4. Sinners have nothing to give for the bles- 
I sings of the gospel. All creatures have receiv- 
I ed their existence from God, and on him they 
j are wholly dependent. They are the property 
; of God. They are bound to exert all their 
j strength in his service. They, who perfectly 
keep all the commandments of God, do no-^ 
thing but what they ought to do. Therefore 
by their obedience they lay God under no ob- 
ligation to bestow upon themselves the least fa- 
I vor. God is bound to reward such creatures as 
I keep the law, not on account of the merit of 
, their obedience, but on account of his own 
promises, by which he binds himself in the cov- 
enant of works. The holy angels, who have 
served God with all their strength, during their 
whole existence, have no claim upon God, on 
account of their obedience. God is in no de- 
gree indebted even to the holy angels for their 
services. They have done nothing but what 
he justly demanded, and what they were bound 
to do. " Who hath first given to the Lord 
and it shall be recompensed unto him again ? 
For of him, and through him, and to him, are 
all things." What then can the children df 
men offer to procure favors from God ? What 
merit can they plead ? They have broken the 
: law of God, and are indebted to divine justice 
ten thousand talents, nor can they make the 
f least satisfaction for their transgressions. For, 
should a sinner now become perfectly holy, and 

£2 
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aerve God Ibr ever with all hia sttenglliy he 
would do no more than his duty. He would 
make no atonement for the least of his past 
transgressions. But sinners, while impenitent,, 
are wholly destitute of what is pleasing to God. 
Their hearts are full of wickedness, and alL 
^eir actions are wholly sinful. They are 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind » 
and naked. Their poverty and misery will 
continue and increase until they come to Christ, 
and receive the blessings of the gospel. But, 
jbr these blessings they have nothing to give. 
it is certain then, that the blessings of the gos- 
pel must be freely given to sinners, or tliey can 
nev<jr be enjoyed. 

5. All mankind are guilty creatures. That 
every one of the human race is a sinner, and 
that every sinner deserves the curse of the law, 
we are most plainly taught in the holy scrips 
tares. On diese facts the whole gospel i& 
foimded. Now, if all mankind are justly coir- 
demned to endless punishment, the salvation 
of sinners, and all the blessings tiiey ever enjoy, 
must be freely given. " For the wages of sin 
is death ; but the gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." The apostle, 
having proved the wickedness and ill desert 
of all mankind, draws the following inference i 
** Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall 
no ilcsh be justified in his sight ; for by tlie 
law is the knowledge of sin." He then dc^ 
ciares the way of justificaticHi through Jesus 
Christ. He says, ^^ For all baxc siimcd and 
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OQine abort' of the ^biy of God> being justifiw 
ed<freely by his grace through the redemption 
tfiat is in Christ Jesus." If mankind be guilty 
creatures', it is impossible that they should be 
saved, but through grace. Since all have sin^ 
Red and deserve tlie curse of the law, the bles- 
sings of the gospel must be freely given to ev- 
ery one, who is saved from eternal death,, which 
IB the wages of sin.. 

REFLECTIOlfS. 

1. Since the blessings of the gospel are free- 
ly given, it is evident that morality avails noth- 
ing towards obtaining these blessings. There 
are many persons, who think very highly of 
their moral conduct, and fondly imagine that 
their morality will ensure to themselves the 
favor of God. Though they may profess to 
depend upon the mercy of God in Christ Jesus' 
for salvation, yet such a dependence is merely 
professed. It is not realised. The words and 
the actions j the views and the feelings, of such 
persons, prove that their hope of salvation is 
founded entirely upon cheir morality. If they 
ever feel, the least need of divine mercy, they? 
ssuppose that their morality affords a firm claims 
upon God for his favor. But if the blessing? 
of the gospel are finely given, they are never 
bestowed upon any persons on account of their 
moral' conduct. Should the most moral msui^ 
that ever livedo plead his morality for the pur* 
pose of obtaining the favor of Gtod, how 
woaid God treat his plea ? He would inforw 
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him, that it isnot by works of righteousness^ 
which men have done, but according to4iis 
mercy, that any of the sinful and guilty race of 
Adam are received into his favor, mid saved 
from endless wrath. It is ^vritten, " A man 
is justified by faith, without the deeds of the 
law. Now to him that worketh is the reward 
not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him - 
that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justified! the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness." No one, who is acquainted 
with the holy scriptures, needs to be infornied 
that the doctrine of justification by faith alone, 
is a distinguishing and fundamental doctrine of 
the gospel. The apostle writes to die church-' 
es of Galatia, " Christ is become of no effect 
unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the 
law, ye are fallen from grace." By placing 
dependence on their own works for salvation, 
they rejected the gospel of the grace of God. 
And the gospel is now rejected by every per- 
son, who expects to obtain salvation, in the 
least, on account of his morality. If a person 
cannot claim eternal life as the reward of his 
morality, and as what God is bound in justice 
to bestow, then morality avails nothing towards 
obtaining the favor of God. The favor of God 
must be obtained by works, or through grace. 
*' And if by grace, then it is no more of works ; 
otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it 
be of works, then it is no more grace, otherwise 
lyork is no more work." Now the salvation 
ol th^ gospel is . whoUy of grace and not of 
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works in the lea^. ^* As many as are of the 
works of the law are under the cuFse/^ Mor- 
al sinners, as well as other sinners, are condem-^ 
ned by the law to endless perdition- There i« 
the same place of torment prepared and ap« 
pointed for moral and immoral sinners, who 
continue impenitent. And for moral and im- 
moral sinners, there is the same way of justifi* 
cation and salvation. However moral a per- 
son may be, he must perish unless he wholly 
renounce bis morality, and depend entirely up-^ 
Oft the mercy of God in Christ Jesus. For 
whoever perceives that the blessings of the gos* 
pel are freely given, will at once perceive that 
morality avsiils nothing towards obtaining these 
blessings. 

. 2. If the blessings of tlie gospel are freely 
bestowed, then God is not induced to grant : 
these blessings, by the rel^ious performances ., 
of impenitent sinners. The impeniient may 
be not only moral in their external conduct, but 
also abundant in their religious performances. 
The Pharisee could say, " God, I thank thee 
that I am not as other men, extortioners,, un^ 
just, adulterers, or even as this publican. I 
&st twice a week, I give tithes of all that I 
possess.'' Paul before his conversion *' was 
taught according to the perfect law of the fa- 
thers, and was zealous towards God;" After 
the strictest sect of their religion, he lived a 
Pharisee. Touching the righteousness, which 
is in the law, he was^ blameless. Others as 
well as Paui have been zealous and abundant 
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in tHeir religious performances while impeni- 
tent, and have flattered themselves that they 
were in a state of peace and safety. White- 
field says in one of his sermons, " I know by 
sad experience what it is to be lulled asleep 
with a false peace. Long was I lulled asleep. 
Long did I think myself a Christian, when I 
knew nothing of the Lord Jesus Christ. I ' 
used to fast twice a week. I used to pray 
sondetimes nine times a day. I used to receive 
the sacrament constantly, every Lord^s day, , 
And yet I knew nothing of Jesus Christ in my 
heart. I knew not I must be a new creature; 
I knew nothing of inward religion in my sotil.** 
He was afterwards convinced, that all these 
performances were as filthy rags, and that they 
could avail nothing towlards obtaining the fa- 
vor of God. To the Scribes and Pharisees^ 
the Lord Jesus Christ said, notwithstanding 
all their religious performances, " Woe unto 
you. Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 
ye are like unto whited^'sepulchres, which in- 
cked appear beautiful without, but are within 
ftill of dead men's bones and of all unclean- 
liess. Even so ye outwardly appear righteous 
unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy 
and iniquity." By the apostle the Holy Spirit 
plainly and decisively condemns all the per- 
formances of the impenitent. He says, " The 
carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be. So then they that are in the flesh can- 
not please God.*' It ought to be considered 
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that whatever any persons may do, while they 
Aire jnipenilent, is wholly sinful. But if the 
religious performances of the impenitent were 
as good as ihcy suppose ; if they were not an 
abomination in the sight of God ; yet they 
would avail jiothing towards obtaining the bles- 
sings of the ' gospel. For as these blessings 
arejfreely bestowed, they are never given on 
account cf the religious performances of sinners. 
-Whatever the impenitent may do, they must 
perish, unless they wholly renounce their reli- 
gioiis performances. Their utmost strivings 
and exertions avail nothing towards inducing 
God to bestow those blessings, which are free- 
ly given through his own mercy in Jesus Christ. 
. 3. As the blessings of the gospel are given 
freely, it is very criminal for the impenitent to 
attempt to obtain these blessings by their reli- 
gious performances. When sinners are in 
some degree awakened, they place great de- 
pendence upon their own exertions and amend- 
ments. If they do not expect to merit salvation 
by their religious performances, yet they imagine 
that in this way they shall induce God to tiipw 
mercy. They think God ought to regard their 
tears, lind prayers, and dii^resses. They have 
jbard thoughts of God, because he does not re- 
lieve their burdened souls. But while persons 
endeavor to obtain the favor of God, by their 
tears, and prayers, and exertions, they, re- 
ject the blessings of his grace. Being, igno- 
rant of God's righteousness, and going about to 
establish their own righteousness, they refuse 



t6 ffiRMOK m. 

to submit themselves unto the rig^eousness dt 
God. While sinners despise and reject the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and endeavor to obtain the 
fevor of God by their sinful performances, thek' 
conduct iii his sight is very criminal, and very 
displeasing. He abhors and rejects all their 
performances. He says, " When you stretch 
ibrth your hands, I will- hide mine eyes from 
you ; yea, when you make many prayers, I will 
not hear.'* Impenitent sinners prefer the filthy 
rags of their own righteousness, to the pure 
and precious robes of Christ's righteousness* 
They endeavor to purchase, by their sinful 
performances, what God freely gives through 
the blood of his well-beloved Son. The con* 
duct of sinners, who attempt to obtain the fa* 
vor of God, by what they can do, resembles 
the conduct of Simon, the Sorcerer. ** When 
Simon saw that Uirough laying-on of the hands 
of the apostles, the Holy Ghost was given, he 
offered them money, saying, give me also this 
power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he 
ftiay receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said 
unto him, thy money perish with thee ; be- 
cause thou hast thought that the gift of God 
may be purchased with money* Thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this matter ; for thy 
heart is not right in the sight of , God. • I per* 
ceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness and 
in the bond of intfjiiity.'^ The conduct of Si* 
mon was highly sinful and provoking, and his 
Bftate was rery dangerous and iilarming^ And 
very sinful and provoking is the conduct^ and 
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Very dangerous and alarming, the state of im- 
penitent sm.ners, however they may be awaken- 
ed, and convicted, and engaged, in their unholy 
periformances. While they rely upon their 
own services and reject the Lord Jesus Christ, 
they think to purchase eternal life, which is the 
gift of God, if ;iot with money, yet with their 
impenitent performances, which are wholly sin- 
ful and very hateful in the sight of God. An 
attempt to obtain from God the greatest bles- 
sings which he freely bestows, by such con- 
duct, is highly criminal. And of this highly 
criminal conduct, every sinner is guilty, while 
he endeavors, by his religious performances, to 
obtain the blessings of the gospel. 

4. Since God freely bestows upon sinners 
the blessings of the gospel, it is easy to see 
what they must do to be saved. They must 
freely accept the blessings of the gospel.— 
Their duty is plainly taugfit in the text.—- 
** Whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely." Sinners are not required to depend 
on their moral conduct. They are not requi- 
red to endeavor, by their religious perform- 
ances, to obtain the favor of God. Nor are 
they required to make themselves better before 
they can obtain mercy. But they are required, 
and they are commanded to receive the Lgrd 
Jesus' Christ and his great salvation, as they are 
freely offered in the gospel. How plain then, 
and how easy is the duty of sinners ! How 
wicked and how unwise are they, who on ac- 
count of their morality and religious perform- 

F 
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anceSy reject the counsel of God against them- 
selves ! If morality will avail any thing towards 
salvation ; how moral must a person be, that 
by his morality he may obtain the salvation of 
the gosj)el ? If the performances and exertions 
of the impenitent, will induce God to shew 
mercy; how long, and how much, must they 
Strive and exert themselves, before they obtain 
mercy ? Every one, who understands the bi- 
ble, knows that whatever sinners may do while 
they are impenitent, they are nothing bettered, 
but rather grow worse. Every one, who has a 
right knowledge of divine truth, knows that 
notwithstanding all the morality and religious 
performances of the impenitent, they must per- 
ish unless they accept the blessings of the gos- 
pel as freely given. We ought to be very 
thankful that the duty of sinners is plainly 
taught in the holy scriptures. Christ says unto 
all the ends of the earth, " Look unto me and 
be ye saved !" Again he says, " H®, every one 
that thirsteth. Come ye to the waters. And 
he that hath no money ; come ye, buy and eat. 
Yea, come, buy wine and milk, without money 
and without price !" Again, " If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink." And 
again, " Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rcst.'^ 
When the great multitude on the day of Pente- 
cost, said unto Peter and unto the rest of the 
apostles, ** Men and brethren, what shall we 
do ? Then Peter said unto them, repent, and 
be baptized every one of you, in the name of 
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Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins ; and, ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.'* 
When the jailor said unto Paul and Silas, 
" Sirs, what must I do to be saved V^ They 
said, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house." In the 
verse from which the text is selected, the duty 
of sinners is plainly and repeatedly declared. — 
From what God requires and commands, it 
is evident, that it is the duty of every sinner 
immediately to receive the blessings of the gos- 
pel as they are freely offered. And whatever 
a sinner may do, he must suffer the pains of 
eternal damnation, unless he freely accept the 
blessings of the gospel. 

5. As the blessings of the gospel are freely 
given, we may see why Christians experience 
so small a degree of spiritual enjoyment. 
When persons first believe the glad tidings of 
the gospel, they usually experience an high 
degree of holy delight. Religion then affords 
more happiness in a few hours, than the world 
with all its possessions and enjoyments can ev- 
er afford. Yet many Christians pass the most 
of their days without any high degree of reli- 
gious enjoyment. And why is it so ? It is not 
because the delights of religion are exhausted. 
Nor because God is unwilling to bestow upon 
his children the joys of his salvation. Nor be- 
cause the blessings of his grace are offered on 
difficult conditions. Nor because Christians 
are happy, while they have no enjoyment in 
religion. The pleasures of the world are poi- 
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son to their souls. They had rather be door- 
keepers in the house of the Lord, than to dwell 
in the tents of wickedness. But since the 
blessings of the gospel are freely given, it must 
be owing to the self-righteousness of Christians, 
tliat they are so distitute of spiritual enjoymen<^. 
Being self-righteous they are loath to accept the 
blessings of the gospel as a free gift. Though 
they profess to look unto God for mercy, jret 
they are prone to rely upon their past experien- 
ces, or their religious services, or their good 
frames. Or they are prevented from looking 
unto God by a consideration of their unworthi- 
ness and ill-desert. They who come to God 
in a humble and believing manner, always re- 
ceive the blessings they ask. God " filleth the 
hungry with good things." If Christians would 
receive and enjoy spiritual favors, they must 
come unto God without money, and without 
price, and take the water of life freely. They 
will then have in themselves a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life. But all men 
naturally go about to establish their own right- 
eousness. And a self-righteous spirit is not 
easily destroyed. It is ever struggling in the 
breasts of Christians. While self-righteous- 
ness prevails, they are unwilling to ask and to 
receive spiritual blessings on the humbling con- 
ditions of the gospel. But on these conditions 
they must be received by saints as well as. sin- 
ners, or they cannot be enjo) ed. It is there-^ 
fore wholly owing to the selif-righteousness of 
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Christians that they have so small a degree of 
holy and spiritual enjoyment. 

6. Since to every one, who will receive the 
blessings of the gospel, they Sre freely given, 
sinners are able now to do what is necessary to 
their salvation. When a gift is offered to a 
person, and brought to his hand, what can hm- 
der his receiving it ? Is he not as able to re- 
ceive, as he is to refuse the offered gift ? If he 
refuses the gift, so offered, it is because he is 
unwilling, and not because he is unable to re- 
ceive it. Whenever sinners are willing to be 
saved, nothing can hinder llieir salvation. And 
as this salvation is a free gift^ nothing can be 
more easy and more pleasant tba^ a compliance 
with the conditions of the gcrspeL Impenitence 
and unbcjief are very difficult and unpleasant. 
** The way of transgressors is hard." But re- 
pentance and faith are always easy and pleasant. 
•* The ways of wisdom are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths are peace." The Lord 
Jesus Christ says to laboring and heavy-laden 
sinners, " My yoke is easy and my burden is 
light." It is easy and pleasant to repent and 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ in the first in- 
stance ; and so it is to perform all the duties 
of reli^on. It is more easy and more pleasant 
to remember the sabbath day to keep it holy, 
than it is to profane the holy and Wessed day of 
the Lord. It is more easy and more plea- 
sant to come to the house of God with a holy 
heart, than it is to come with a sinful heart. — 
It is more easy and more pleasant to ^ra*^ 

i?2 
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with the spirit and with the understanding; 
also ; than it is to cast off fear and restrain 
prayer before God ; or to profess to pray w hile 
the heart is not right witii him* It is nnore 
easy and more pleasant to sing with the spirit 
and with the understanding also, than it is to 
mock God with a solemn sound upon a thought- 
less tongue. It is more easy and more pleasant 
to hear with faith and love, the great doctrines 
and duties of the gospel, than it is to hear of 
these doctrines and xluties while the heart is 
full of enmity and unbelief* It is far more easy 
and more pleasant to walk in the way to hea- 
ven, than it is to walk in the way to hell. It is 
more easy and more pleasant in every instance, 
to do right than it is to do wrong. If, then^ 
sinners can refuse to repent, they can more 
easily repent of their sins. If they can refuse 
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, they can 
more easily believe on his great and holy name. 
If they can sin, they can more easily become 
holy. Sinners are now able to repent of their 
sins, to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, to do 
what is necessary to their eternal salvation* 

7. Sinners are justly required without delay 
to accept the offers of the gospel. God says 
to sinners — " Come now and let us reason 
together. Return ye now every one from his 
evil ways. How long, ye simple ones, will ye 
love simplicity ? Turn ye at my reproof* 
Choose you this day whom you will serve* 
How long halt ye between two opinions ? Be- 
Ijold, now is the accepted time. Behold^ naw 
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is the day of salvation. To day, if ye will hear 
his voice, harden not your hearts. Repent and 
turn from all your transgressions ; so iniquity 
shall not be your ruin. Cast away from you 
all your transgressions, whereby ye have trans- 
gressed, and make you a new heart and a new 
spirit, for why will ye die.'^ You see how 
plainly and how kindly God teaches you, who 
are impenitent, your present duty. Now what 
hinders you from obeying the voice of God ? . 
Have you not too long been his enemies ? Have 
you not too long hated the Lord Jesus Christ 
without a cause ? Have you not too long re- 
sisted the Holy Spirit ? Have you not too long 
rejected the counsel of God against your- 
selves ? Will you still be deaf to the calls of 
mercy ? Will you still harden your hearts in 
impenitence and unbelief? Have you fully 
resolved for ever to reject the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the great salvation he freely ofiEers. you in 
the gospel ? Why then do you not now hear 
arid obey his gracious voice ? Will you say 
that you cannot accept the blessings of the gos- 
pel ? But why is it, that you cannot accept 
these blessings ? Is it because you arc unable^ 
or because you are unwilling, to take the water 
of life freely ? Let the Lord Jesus, who is your 
final judge, decide. Long ago did he tell sin- 
ners to their face, ** Ye will not come unto me^ 
that ye might have life.'' Long ago did he 
say of sinners, " They have hated me without 
a cause.'' As he now condemns you for rejec* 
ting his salvatiom, so he will condemn yoa at 
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the final judgment, unless you repent and be* 
lieve on his name. Will you then believe on^ 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and be saved ? Or will 
you reject this great salvation alid be damned ? 
The kingdom of God is now brought nigh un- 
to you, God is witness, and your own soul is 
a witness, that life and death, heaven and hell, 
are now offered to your choice. You must 
now chocfee salvation or damnation. What 
then is your choice f Behold, " the l^irit and 
the bride say come. And let him thathear- 
eth say, come. And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, , let him take the 
water of life freely," Ai|£n«. 
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JOHN V. 40, 
And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. 

i HE Lord Jesus Christ came into the world, 
not to condemn the world, • but that the world 
through him might be saved. At the proper 
age, he entered on his public ministry. When 
he began to preach " the people were aston- 
ished at his doctrine. For he taught them as 
one having authority, and not as the scribes." 
Even his enemies bore testimony to the excel- 
lency of his preaching. When the Pharisees 
and the cheif priests sent officers to take him, 
the officers having returned and being asked 
why they had not brought him, answered, 
" Never man spake like this man." The spir- 
it, the manner and the subjects of Christ's 
preaching were, in a great degree, peculiar 
to himself. He preached so plainly, that ev- 
ery one knew what he meant. And he preach- 
ed So powerfully, that every one felt what he 
said. In this plain and powerful manner^he 
iexhibited the most important and affecting 
truths. He taught his hearers the character of 
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.the living and true God, and his universal 
agency and government. He taught the re- 
quirements, the obligation and the penalty of 
tne law. He taught the native and total de- 
pravity of mankind, and their desert of the 
endless punishment, which is threatened in 
the law of God. He declared the scheme 
which God devised for the salvation of sinners, 
and fully stated the conditions of pardon and 
eternal life. He made known to his hearers 
the worth of salvation and urged sinners in 
the most affecting manner, and by the most 
powerful motives, to repent and beKeve the 
gospel, that they might be saved. He taught 
the certainty and the eternity of the future 
punishment, which God will inflict upon ev- 
ery person, who refuses, during the present 
life, to . accept the salvation of the gospel. 
And with the greatest solemnity and compas- 
sion, he warned sinners to flee from the wrath 
to come. Yet his hearers generally refused to 
accept the offers of life, and disobeyed and op- 
posed his heavenly instructions. At length, 
he declared to sinners the real cause of their 
criminal and dangerous conduct. He said 
" ye will not come to me, that ye might have 
life.'* In discoursing on these words, it is 
proposed to prove. 

That sinners are unwilling to be saved. 

It is designed, first, to explain, and, then, to 
prove this doctrine. It is, in the first place, to 
be shewn what is meant when it is said, that 
fiiimers are unwilling to be saved. 
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1. It cannot mean, tliat they are unwilling to 
be delivered from future punishment. Every 
creature, that is capable of sensation, hates 
misery, and desires to be freed from every de* 
gree of pain. Mankind are willing to make 
great exertions and sacrifices, that they may 
escape, or remove the corporeal pains and dis- 
orders, which are experienced in the present 
life. Whenever any persons realize the end- 
less misery, which awaits the impenitent in 
the future state, they are restless and distressed 
day and night, and earnestly enquire, what they 
must do to be saved. It is certain then, that 
sinners are willing to be saved from future 
punishment. Nor, 

2. Are sinners unwilling to be for ever hap- 
py. A desire for happiness, is as great, and as 
common, as a hatred of misery. *' There be 
many that say — Who will shew us any good V^ 
All the cares and labors of men are for the pur- 
pose of obtaining happiness. They greatly 
exert themselves for the honors, and pleasures, 
and possessions of this world. They eagerly 
embrace every opportunity to obtain what is 
good in their own sight. No one is regardless 
of temporal enjoyments. Nor can any penson 
look into eternity and feel no desire for future 
and eternal happiness. Certainly sinners can 
never be unwilling to be for ever happy. Nor, 

3. When it is said that sinners are unwilling 
to be saved, is it ineant, that they are merely 
displeased with the conditions of salvation. It 
is often said, that sinners are willing to be 
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saved, and would at once accept salvation, if it 
were ofiered on diflferent conditions. Sinners 
commonly imagine, that the conditions of sal- 
vation are exceedingly hard, and they some- 
times suppose, that with such conditions it is 
impossible to comply. They flatter them- 
selves, that if the conditions of salvation were 
reasonable, they should readily accept the offer 
of life. Now it is very evident that the condi- 
tions of salvation are displeasing to sinners. 
And it is equally evident that there can be no 
conditions of salvation, with which they would 
not be displeased. For on such conditions, 
as differ from those stated in tlie gospel, it is 
not possible that sinners should be saved. — 
That they may be saved they are required in 
the gospel to cease to do evil, and learn to do 
well ; to repent of their sins and believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. By sinning they have 
brought upon themselves all the miseries of 
this life, and death itself ; and are liable to the 
pains of hell for ever. While they continue in 
sin they will be not only more deserving of 
misery, but also incapable of enjoying rational 
and permanent happiness. *' The wicked are 
like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is 
no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked." 
It is then impossible for sinners to be happy, 
unless tliey comply with the conditions of 
salvation, as they are stated in the gospel. If 
with these conditions they are displeased, on 
what conditions would they accept salvation ? 
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In the gospel they are required to come and 
receive the forgiveness of their sins and eternal 
life, on the easiest and best conditions. ** Who- 
soever will, let him take the water of life free- 
ly.'' As the requirements of the gospel imply 
nothing more than a consent to receive salva- 
tion, sinners cannot be unwilling to be saved, 
merely on account of the conditions, on which 
salvation is offered in the gospel. If sinners 
were willing to be saved, they would _not be 
displeased with the conditions of salvation. 
What then is meant, when it is said, that sin- 
ners are unwilling to be saved ? To this ques- 
tion, it may now be answered, 

4. It is meant, that they do not desire, and 
are not willing to receive the holy salvation of 
the gospel. This salvation includes a perfect 
deliverance from sin, as well as from misery, 
and the eternal enjoyment of the holy happiness 
of heaven. The Saviour is called Jesus, be- 
cause he saves his people from their sins. 
Christ *' loved the church and gave himself for 
it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it, with 
the washing of water by the word ; that he 
might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing,, 
but that it should be holy and without blem- 
ish." Such is the salvation of the gospel. 
And this salvation, it has been asserted, sinners 
are unwilling to accept. 

Here sopie one, perhaps, may be disposed to 
say/ how can these things be ? You tell us that 
sinners are willing to be saved froisv ewdks& 

o 
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miser)', and to enjoy future happiness. You 
also say that no one, who is willing to be caved, 
can be displeased with the conditions of salva- 
tion. And yet you say that sinners are un- 
ivilling to be saved. Now I would ask, ^vheth- 
cr sinners can escape endless misery and enjoy 
future happiness, without accepting the salva- 
tion of the gospel ? And if they cannot, then 
are they not as willing to be saved, as they are 
desirous of escaping future punishment, and of 
enjoying eternal happiness ? To such an en- 
quirer it may be replied, that there is no way to 
escape endless misery, and to enjoy future hap- 
piness, without accepting the salvation of the 
gospel. Yet there is a kind of happiness which 
sinners may desire, and which they may enjoy 
in the present life. They do desire, and they 
may enjoy the pleasures of sin, for a season. 
But though they desire, and though they may 
enjoy tlie sinful and hateful pleasures of sin, 
for a season ; and though they desire with all 
their hearts to escape future misery, and to en- 
joy eternal happiness ; yet they may be wholly 
unwilling to accept the holy salvation of the gos- 
pel. And it is now, in the second place, to be 
proved, that sinners are unwilling to be saved. 
For this purpose it may be observed, 
1. That sinners hate the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the only Saviour. In the second Ptialm, 
it is written, " The kings of the earth set them- 
selves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord and against his anointed, say- 
ing, let us break their bands asunder and cast 
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away their cords from us." Iii these words, 
the wicked express the highest enmity against 
Christ, the anointed king and Saviour. The 
prophet Isaiah says of Christ, *' He is despised 
and rejected of men." Clirist said to his breth- 
ren, *' The world cannot hate you, but me it 
hateth." And to his disciples, *' If the world 
liate you, ye know that it hated me, before it 
hated you." The apo§tle represents himself 
and his Christian brethren, as having been the 
enemies of God. " For if when we were en- 
emies, we were reconciled to God." To the 
saints at Philippi he says, " Many walk, of 
whom I have told you often, and now tell yon 
even weening, that they are the enemies of the 
cross of Christ." To the saints at Colosse he 
saysj ^' You that were sometime alienated and 
enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet 
now hatli he reconciled.** He describes the 
Gentiles as being universally " filled with all 
unrighteousness and wickedness," and as" ha- 
ters of God." It is also written, " The carnal 
mind is enmity against God, for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
So then they that are in the flesh, cannot please 
God." From the testimony of the living and 
true God, it is certain, that all mankind natu- 
rally hate the Lord Jesus Christ. And from 
this consideration, it is equally certain, fliat 
they are unwilling to receive the salvation, 
which is offered in the gospel, through his ha- 
ted and despised name. 

2. Sinners hate the knowledge of the truth 
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Bs it IS in Jesus. Though all mankind Iiave 
been favored with means for knowing the 
living and true God, yet as they did not like 
to retain God in their knowledge, all who were 
not divinely and specially taught, have been 
involved in the grossest ignorance of divine 
things. They have " changed the glory of the 
incorruptible God, into an image made like to 
corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed 
beasts, and creq>ing things." The children of 
Israel, though they were so highly favored, 
preferred error to truth. They said " to the 
seers, see not, and to the prophets, prophecy 
not unto us right things ; speak unto us smooth 
things ; prophecy deceits." Job describes 
sinners as saying unto God, " Depart from us ; 
for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways." 
Solomon says to the wicked, " How long, ye 
simple ones, will ye love simplicity, and scorn- 
ers delight in their scorning, and fools hate 
knowledge ?" The Psalmist says^ " The 
wicked are estranged from the womb, going 
astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies. 
They are like the deaf adder, that stoppeth her 
ear, which will not hearken to the voice of 
charmers, charming never so wisely." To 
the conduct of serpents the Psalmist compares 
the conduct of sinners, who use every artifice 
to prevent their being charmed and taken, by 
the kind and pleasant voice of truth and love. 
John the baptizer, and Jesus Christ, called the 
sinners to whom they preached, serpents, and 
a generation of vipers. Sinners have all the 
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shyness and subtlety of serpents and vipers, in 
guarding themselves against divine truth. 
They shut their eyes, and close their ears, and 
make their hearts as "firm^as a stone ; yea hard 
as a piece of the nether millstone.*' Christ 
represents mankind, generally, as hating the 
light. He says, " This is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds are evil. For every one, that doeth evil, 
hateth the light." Since sinners hate the 
knowledge of divine things, it is very evident, 
that they are unwilling to accept that salvation, 
which consists essentially in knowing the liv- 
ing and true God, and Jesus Christ whom the 
Father hath sent. 

3. It is evident that sinners are unwilling to 
be saved, from their treatment of such persons, 
as have been the most concerned for their sal- 
vation. The ancient saints, and teachers, and 
prophets of God, "had trial of cruel mock- 
ings and scourgings ; yea, moreover, of bonds 
and imprisonments* They were stoned ; 
they were sawn asunder ; were tempted, were 
slain with the sword." When the Lord Jesus 
Christ came unto his own people, they did not 
receive him. Instead of receiving him, and 
his offers of salvation ; they were angry at his 
words and sought to kill him. He said, ^' Ye 
seek to kill me, because my word hath no place 
in you." Though the Pharisees, and Saddu- 
cees, and the Herodians, contended among 
themselves, their contentious N^^x^fe\^*^^2?!vScsN. 
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their common enmity against Christ. They 
showed the strength of their hatred and malice 
against Christ, by desiring and seeking to kill 
him. Nor could they rest, until they had put 
him to death on the cross. Christ forewarned 
his disciples, of the treatment which they 
should receive from the world, for his name's 
sake. And they received such treatment as 
their Lord foretold. They were hated. They 
were persecuted. They were stoned. They 
were imprisoned. And they were put to 
death. Now can any person suppose that they, 
whoso treated the prophets, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ and his a{)ostles, M'hen they were con- 
stantly and earnestly engaged for the salvation 
of immortal souls, were willing to be saved ? 
Nor is there any reason to believe, that the 
j)resent generation of sinners differs essential- 
ly from those who lived in former.times. The 
clifference in their conduct arise^ from the 
difference in their circumstances, and not from 
any essential difference in their characters. 
Whatever sinners may now think of them- 
shelves, they are no better than those sinners 
who hated and killed the prophets. They are 
no better than those sinners, who disbelieved 
and crucified the Lord Jesus Clirist. They 
are no better than those sinners, who opposed 
and persecuted the apostles. If the present 
generation of sinners differ from those who 
have lived in former ages, they differ in their 
greater subtlety in opposing divine truth, and 
in their more stubborn and settled enmity 
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against the fuller and clearer light of the gos- 
pel. From the conduct of shiners at the pre- 
sent day, as well as in former times, towards 
such ministers and Christians, as are the most 
zealous and faithful, it is very certain that sin- 
ners are unwilling to be saved. 

4. Sinners do refuse to accept the salvation 
of the gospel, although it is offered on the ea- 
siest and best conditions. Where the gospel 
is published, sinners are taught their depravity 
and ill-desert. They are taught that they are 
already condemned to endless punishment.— 
They are taught that God has given his well- 
beloved Son to die, that whosoever believeth 
in him, should not perish, but have everlasting 
hfe. And they are also taught, that ^he that 
believeth not shall be damned. To sinners, 
iCho are so instructed, God freely offers the for- 
giveness of all their sins, and eternal joy arid 
glory in heaven. How do sinners treat the of- 
fer of these eternal and immense blessings ? 
They obstinately refuse to accept this great sal- 
vation, and they treat God and his offers of life 
with neglect and contempt. A true account of 
their conduct is given in the parable of the 
great supper. As they who were bidden to 
the supper, ** all with one consent began to 
make excuse ;" so do sinners under various 
pretences, refuse to accept the salvation of the 
gospel. When Christ suffered the devils, that 
he had cast out, to enter into the swine of the 
Gadarenes, the whole multitude of the people 
in that country besought him to de^^t\. ^>\V ^^ 
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their coasts. They preferred their swine with 
the company oF the devils, to the presence of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. And do not sinners, at 
the present day, prefer their sinful pleasures, or 
carnal ease, or worldly interest, or the filthy 
rags of their own righteousness, to the presence 
and favor of the holy and blessed Saviour ? 
Even when God awakens and convinces sin- 
ners ; when he places hell naked before their 
eyes, and destruction without a covering ; 
when they are convinced of their total depra- 
vity, and their desert of endless punishment ; 
when they are convinced that they are under 
the present wrath of Almighty God, and that 
they are every moment in danger of hell-fire ; 
they will still refuse the salvation of the gospel. 
And they will refuse this salvation as long as 
they are sinners, however clearly they may see 
the glories of heaven, and the torments of hell. 
God says to sinners, " I have called and ye re- 
fused : I have stretched out my hand, and no 
man regarded. Ye have is'et at nought all my 
counsel, and would none of my reproof." — 
Esaias saith, " Lord, who hath believed our 
report ? All the day long I have stretched forth 
my hands, unto a disobedient and gainsaying 
people." Sinners in every age, and in every 
country, and in every variety of circumstances, 
have, with one consent, rejected the counsel of 
God against themselves. They have refused, 
not once, nor twice, but every day, for many 
years, the great salvation, which is freely of- 
fered in the gospel. By refusing to accept this 
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salvation, when offered on the easiest and best 
conditions, sinners have proved, by their own 
conduct, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that 
they are unwilling to be saved. 

5. Many sinners, to whom the gospel has 
been preached, have fallen into endless perdi- 
tion. Alultitudes, to whom.the prophets preach- 
ed, rejected the offers of mercy, and were fitted 
to destruction. Many to whom Christ offered 
the great salvation, perished in their sins. He 
told the people of Chorazin and Bethsaida, that 
it should be more tolerable, in the day of judg- 
ment, for Tyre and Sidon, than for themselves. 
He also said, ** And thou, Capernaum, which 
art exalted unto heaven, shalt be thrust down to 
hell. It shall be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom, in the day of judgment, than for thee.'^ 
In his parables, and his plain discourses, he 
threatened and foretold the endless destruction 
of the greater part of his hearers. He said, 
" Ye shall die in your sins." He also said, 
** There shall be weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth ; when ye shall see Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets 
in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves 
thrust out." The apostle declares that the 
ministry of the gospel is a savor of death unto 
death, -to many who hear it. Great numbers to 
whom salvation is offered, give no evidence, 
either in their lives, or at their deaths, that they 
accept the gracious offer. But by their princi- 
ples and practices, they afford sufficient reasons 
for believing, that they do finally reject the Sav^ 
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iour, and perish for ever. But if sinners were 
willing to be saved, no one to whom salvation 
is oftcred would ever be lost. Since many, to 
whom salvation is freely offered, do perish, it is 
certain, that sinners are unwilling to accept the 
salvation of the gospel. 

6. That sinners are unwilUng to be saved, is 
evident from the experience of every saint. — 
Every one, who can give a scriptural reason of 
an hope that he is a Christian, knows from the 
convictions of his own conscience, and from the 
exercises of his own heart, that he is naturally 
unwilling to be saved. He is sensible that his 
carnal mind is enmity agahist God, and that it 
is not subject to the law of God, nor to the gos- 
pel of his grace. Every Christian knowSy that 
when he was first awakened to a concern for his 
soul, he endeavored to establish his own right- 
eousness, and refused to submit himself unto 
the righteousness of God. Christians know, 
that while they were impenitent, the more clear- 
ly they saw the character of God, and the pu- 
rity of the divine law, the character of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the grace of the gospel, the 
more they hated Christ, as well as God, and the 
gospel as well as the law. They know that 
their enmity and opposition continued and en- 
creased, until God, by a sovereign act of his 
sovereign grace, changed their hearts, and cau- 
sed them to submit themselves with all their 
interests, into his holy/hands. If there be 
Christians, who were converted when they Vt^re 
joung,*and who cannot distinctly remember a 
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Avork of conviction ; yet their daily self-right- 
eousness affords siiCicicnt evidence of tlieirna- 
tive enmity against Christ Jesi;s and his blessed 
gospel. To confirm the doctrine, that sinners 
are nn willing to be snvcd, we may safely appeal 
to the cxpcri'^ncc of i. very saint on earth, and 
of every saint inlicaven. 

7. That sinners are nmvilling to be saved, is 
evident from the experience of every sinner. 
Sinners are commonly ignorant ar»d insensible 
of their own characters. But Wn^n they con- 
sider their desires and their actions, thev have 
abundant evidence, that they do not desire the 
salvation of the gospel. And many sinners can- 
didly confess it, even when tliey are under no 
special conviction of sin. When thoroughly con- 
victed, sinners always feel and confess, that they 
hate Jesus Christ, and the gospel of his grace. 
No sinner can give any reason why he is in his 
presc!it state, without admitting, that he is un- 
willir.g to receive the salvation of the gospel. 
To confirm the doctrine, that sinners are un- 
willing to be saved, Vv e may safely appeal to the 
experience of every sinner on earth ; and also 
to the experience of every sinner in hell. 

REFLECTIONS. 

1. If sinners reject the salvation of the gos- 
pel, then their depravity is very malignant. — 
Sinners are not only totally depraved, but their 
depravity is most malignant in its nature. It 
is declared to be so hi the holy scriptures. It is 
written^ " Their poison is like tlie poison of a 
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feerpent. The heart of the sons of men is fully 
-set in them to do evil. The heart of the sons 
of men is full of evil, and madness is in theirf 
heart vrhile they live. The heart is deceitful ; 
above all things, and desperately wicked ; whcv- 
can know it ?" John said to sinners, " O gene- 
ration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the WTath to come ?" The Lord Jesus 
Christ said to sinners, " Ye. serpents, ye gene- 
ration of vipers, how can ye escape the damna- 
tion of hell ?" He also said to sinners, " Now 
ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the 
truth, which I^have heard of God. Ye are of 
your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer from 
the beginning, and abode not in the truth, be- 
cause there is no truth in him. When he speak- 
eth a lie, he speaketh of his own, for he is a liar 
and the father of if. And because I tell you 
the truth, ye believe me not.'* Such is the 
description which the Holy Spirit has recorded 
of the malignant depravity, and desperate 
wickedness of the human heart. And when it 
is considered that every sinner hates the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and rejects the glorious salvation 
of the gospel, it is evident that this description 
of human depravity, is truly applied to every 
impenitent sinner. It is truly applied to young 
dinners, as well as to old sinners. It is truly 
applied tp moral sinners, as well as to immoral 
smners. It is truly applied to religious sin- 
ners, as well as to irreligious sinners. It is 
truly applied to enquiring and distressed sin- 
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]\^ tiers, as well as to thoughtless and careless sin- 
,n< ncrs. It is truly applied to sinners who profess 
.jj to believe the holy scriptures, as well as to sin-, 
[,[ ners who openly and boldly deny the blessed 
jQ bible. It is truly applied to sinners who bc- 
^ lieve there is a God, as well as to sinners who 
.p say there is no God. It is truly applied to 
]c sinners on earth, as well as to sinners in hell. 
/ It is truly applied to the best, as well as to the 
|. worst of sinners. However sinners may dift'er 
\ in some respects, they are essentially of the 
very same moral character. Every sinner 
hates the Lord Jesus Christ with all his heart, 
and refuses to come to him for life. For his 
love, sinners are his enemies. They hate him 
without a cause. Every sinner of whatever 
description, and whatever may be his profession 
or appearance, is truly and justly charged with 
the most malignant depravity and wickedness. 
2. Sinners greatly deceive themselves, when 
they imagine, that they shall be willing to ac- 
cept salvation at some future time. The im- 
penitent, who hear the preaching of the gospel, 
often have some conviction of the great value 
of salvation. They are also fearful of the end- 
less wrath of Almighty God. They hope to 
escape the torments of hell, and to be for ever 
blessed in heaven. Though they now delay 
and defer a thorough attention to the concerns 
of their souls, yet they fondly imagine that they 
shall at some future time, embrace the offers 'of 
life. On account of their present circumstan- 
ces and engagements, or for some other impor- 
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tant considerations, they suppose they ought 
not to be blamed, though they now remain in 
impenitence and unbelief. Sinners are not 
usually conscious of then: enmity against Jesus 
Christ, and his holy salvation. They really 
expect at some future tinle, fo perforin then- 
duty, and secure the life of their souls. But by 
such expectations, they greatly deceive them*- 
delves. There is nothing to t)revent their 
present acceptance of salvation, but the enmity 
and unbelief of their hearts. The longer thet 
delay repentance towards God, and faith 
towai'ds the Lord Jesus Christ, the moi^e 
violent will be their enmity against God, ^Qd 
the mofe malignant theic unbelief. Siniierfc< 
will be no more willing to accept salvatk^ 
when they tte old, than when they are youngf $ 
iVhen tliey are sick, than when they are we^K 
They will be no more willing to accept salvi- 
lion when they have accomplished their |)retent 
schemes, than when they are careful and trou6& 
led about many things. Sinners wifi be m 
more willitig to 2K:ce{)t salvation in the hour of 
deftth, than when the king of terrors b at Xht 
greatest distance. They will be no mori wlK 
Kng to accept salvation next yfear, than thifc 
year; next month, than this month; or 1m 
morrow^ than to day- They are now ^nwlU 
ling to be saved, vatd so long as they rbniain 
aintiers, they will MMily reject the salvartitfA.k}f 
llie gospel* Th6ugh they may now reiblte 
and promise to accejpt salvation at k futtiilrfr 
tnev and tiioiiig^ tfa^y now mofpnt tibey ahtll 
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then be willing to be saved, yet when that 
time shall comei they will forget or break their 
promises and resolutions. If they place the 
least dependence upon their present promises 
and resolutions, they do wholly deceive them- 
selves. Thousandsand thousands have so de- 
ceived themseflves, and destroyed their immor- 
t^ souls. Siuners, who are now relying upon 
t^eir present promises and resolutions of future 
repentance, nave already deceived themselves 
uiaay times. And if they have done so in 
times past, why will they not do so in future ? 
^ He that trusieth in his own heart is a fool.'^ 
And never are sinners guilty of greater and 
more alarming folly, than when tliey imagine 
ibcy shall be willing to accept salvation at 
some future time, though they are now rejecr 
ting the counsel of God against themselves. 

3. Sit>ce sinners are unwilling to be saved» 
if they be suffered to act according to their 
present choice, they will certainly perish. Sin- 
ners are able to perceive the excellence of the 
divine character, and that the divine law is 
holy, just and good. They are able to perr 
oeive the total depravity of their own hearts, 

.. and the total sinfulness of all their actions. 
They are. able to see that they deserve tho 

, ivratfa and curse of God for ever. They are 
able to see the character and the offices (^the 
l^ord Jesus Christ. They are able to see the 
necessity and the efficacy of the atonement 

, ifyhich he has made by his death on the cross» 
They are able to see the conditions on which 
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salvation is offered to sinners. They are also 
able to see the weighty and powerful motives, 
by which sinners are urged and pressed to re- 
pent of their sins, and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And they are able to repent of their 
sins, and to believe on the holy and beloved 
name of the great and blessed Redeemer. If 
they will only comply with the gospel, they 
shall be forgiven, be blessed and glorious for 
ever. But if they do not comply with the gos- 
pel, they must be -accursed, and tormented* 
and ashanied through eternity. Yet they rei- 
fuse to repent of their sins and believe on th^ 
Lord Jesus Christ. They choose darkness^ 
rather than light. They choose the slavery of 
Satan, rather than the liberty of the Sons ot 
God. They choose the way to hell, rather 
than the way to heaven. They choose eternal 
death, rather than eternal life. They choose 
sin with its bitter fruits, rather than to be holy 
and happy for ever. Now since such is the 
fixed and settled choice of every sinner, if sin« 
ncrs be suffered to act according to their pres-^ 
cnt choice, their endless damnation is as cer^ 
tain as their existence. They who suffer the 
damnation of hell, are onlv made to eat of the 
fruit of their own ways, and to be filled with 
their own devices. And eternal damnation 
will be the portion of every sinner, who is now 
on the earth, if he be allowed to act according 
to the present choice and purpose of his heart. 

4. If sinners are unwilling to be saved, thei\ 
unless God can change their hearts, there is no 
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liope of their sal vatiom. Though sinners be afole 
to repent and believe the gospel, yet as they 
always refuse to Comply with the conditions c^ 
life, their natural ability to do their duty a£- 
fords no reason to hope that they will be saved. 
37o means, nor motives, which can be used with 
dinners, nor any conviction of truth and duty. 
Which can be produced in their minds, will 
ever cause sinners to love whait they hate, or 
to choose what they refuse. The moral cha- 
racter of sinners must be essentially and total- 
ly changed, so that they become new creatures ; 
or they will for ever remain unwilling to be sa- 
.Ved. If, then, God cannot, by his sovereign 
and almighty power, create in sinners a new^ 
heart, they will always hate the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and refuse to come to him for life* Some 
persons flatter sinners, that they are not in the 
iiands of God. They pretend that men have 
a self-determining power, and that they act in- 
dependently of divine influence. But if sin- 
ners act independently of divine influence, they 
tvill certainly perish. For they are unwilling 
to be saved, and God cannot change their wills^ 
unless their hearts are in bis hands, as the clav 
in tbe hands of the potter. Sinners are ^ loath 
to believe that God has the constant and entire 
control of their hearts. They are loath to'^ 
believe that God always produces in their hearts 
such moral exercises and volitions, as he plea- 
ses. They are loath to believe that he can en- 
lighten, or darken their understandings ; that 
he can awaken, or stupify their cocysf:.^^^^^^^ 

h2 
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that he can soften, dr harden their hearts ; and 
that he can save, or destroy their souls. But 
unless God can change the heartis of sinners^ 
govern all their moral exercises, and form their 
moral characters as he pleases, it is as certaia 
that every sinner will be lost, as it is that sku 
ners aire unwilling to be saved. 

5. As sinners are unwilling to be saved^ 
every sinner will perish, unless the doctrine of 
election be true. According to this doctrine^ 
God has determined, in the counsels of etemitys, 
to change the hearts of a certain number of 
mankind, and to make this certain number wil- 
ling to accept the holy salvation of the gospel. 
If this doctrine be not true, there is no reason 
to hope that one sinner will be saved.. For 
though God be able to change the hearts of 
dinners, he will not do it, unless he has detei- 
mined to change their hearts. For God ** worfc- 
cth all things after the counsel of his own will." 
He declares " the end from the beginning ; say- 
ing, my counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure." No sinner will ever accept salva- 
tion, unless he be made willing to accept it by 
the power of God. And God by his power 
will make no one willing to be saved, except 
those very persons whom he gave to Christ in 
the covenant of redemption. Now if a part 
of the human race are not ordained to eternal 
life, if God has not chosen certain persons in 
the Lord Jesus Christ before the foundation of 
the world, that they should be holy and without 
Uame before him in love, being predestinated 
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linto the adoption of children ; then there i» 
BO reason to hope for the salvation of immor- 
tal souls.' The doctrine of election lays the 
vn\y foundation of hope respecting the salva^ 
lion of sinners. . For though God desires the 
salvation of. every human being, though he 
has made the best provision for the salvation of 
Burners, though salvation be offered to sinners 
nm the easiest and best conditions ; y e^ as every 
^ner is unwilling to be saved, we must whoU 
)Y despair of their salvation, unless the docr 
ilrine of election be a true doctrine. 
A. 6. If it be through the wickedness of their 
Jiearts, that sinners reject the blessings of the 
^[gospel ; then they are justly condemned for not 
doing what is necessary to their salvation. — 
;Every sinner to whom the gospel is preached* 
-is required to repent of his sins, and to believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ. God now condemns 
sinners, and he will for ever punish sinners for 
-their impenitence and unbelief. And why 
sliould they not be condemned and punished 
for their enmity against God, and for their ha* 
tred of his well- beloved Son ? When God re- 
cjuires sinners to repent and believe, he requires 
'nothing but what is right, and nothing but what 
every sinner ought to do. Nothing but the 
obstinate and malignant depravity of the sin- 
ner's heart, prevents a compliance ,with the re- 
quirements of the gospel. If God may justly 
require any thing of his rational creatures, he 
may justly require sinners to repent and be- 
lieve the gospel of his. gr^ce. Yet many, who 
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profess to preach the gospel, he vet require sin^ 
ners to exercise repentance towards God, and 
fiiith towards the Lord Jesus Christ. Nor do 
they blame sinners for their impenitence and 
unbelief. And sinners often imagine that if 
God does not change their hearts, they ought 
not to be blanied for refusing to come to Chri^; 
They feel very confident that if God does not 
intend to change their hearts, but has determin- 
ed that they shall be vessels of ^vrath, and be 
fitted fi>r destruction ; then God is to be blamV* 
ed rather than themselves, for their rejection d^ 
the ofier of life. But God did not intend to 
change the heart of Cain, or of Pharaoh, or of 
Judas. But he determined that they should be 
vessels of wrath, and be fitted for destruction* 
Yet were not Cain, and Pharaoh, and Judas,: 
justly required to do right, and forbidden to da 
wrong, and condemned, and punished for their 
wickedness ? Is God to be blamed for his de- 
crees, and his conduct respecting Cain, and 
Pharaoh, and Judas ? God does not intend to 
change the hearts of any of the non-elect. — 
But he intends, and has decreed, that they shaU 
be vessels of wrath, and be fitted for that end- 
less perdition, by which he designs to show hisf 
wrath, and make his power known. Yet are 
not the non-elect to be blamed and punished 
for their enmity against God, and for their end- 
less blasphemies of hi3 great and holy name? 
God does not intend to change the heart of Sa- 
tan. But he intends, and has decreed that Sa- 
tan sl>all be for ever filled with qpmity and 
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wrath against the holy and blessed Redeemer, 
and a^inst his chosen^ his holy and happy peo- 
ple. But is not Satan to be blamed, and to be 
punished for his enmity and wrath against what 
IS most excellent, beautiful and glorious ? Jf 
Satan cannot be truly and justly excused for 
ids wickedness, i)o sinner can be truly and just* 
|y excused for hating the Lord Jesus Cnrist, 
and for rejecting his holy salvation. Whether 
dinners be elected to salvation, or ordained to 
^struction ; whctthcr God designs to soften, or 
ip harden the hearts of sinners ; whether God 
Jpias decreed that sinners should be vessels of 
wrath, or vessels of mercy ; they are required, 
and thev are bound to do right« Every sinner 
is required, and every sinner is bound to re- 
pent of his sinsj ^nd to believe the glorioua gos- 
pel of tlie blessed God. This is the present, 
ajid the immediate duty of every sinner. And 
it will be the duty of every sinner during his 
whole existence j whether he be saved, or lost j 
whether he be elected, or reprobated ; whether 
he be a vessel of wrath, or a vessel of mercy. 
It was for refusing to come to him for life, that 
the Lord Jesus Cnrist charged against the sin- 
ners to whom he was speaking, such desperate 
and malignant wickedness. For when, in the 
tipxt, he said to sinners, " Ve will not come to 
m?, that ye might have life,*' he intended, not 
merely to state a fact, but to charge against his 
hearers, the greatest and worst cnme that they 
could commit. And it is for refusing to come 
tg the Lord Jesus Christ for lifct th^t sinnersi 
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yrho live and die under the light of the gospeU 
are to be for ever punished with peculiar and 
tremendous severity* Even those reprobates^ 
whom Gtod never designed to save, but whoiq 
he aj^ointed and fitted to destruction, he char*- 

fes with the greatest sin and guilt. ^^ Becau^^ 
have called, and ye refused ; I have stretched 
put my hand, and no man regarded ; but y^ 
have set at jiought all my covnsel, aivd woul^ 
ni>ne of my reproof ; I also will laugh at youf 
calamity, and mock when your fear comethji 
When your fear cometh as a desolation, and 
your destruction cometh as a whirlwind s whea 
distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then 
' shall they call upon me, but I will not answer ; 
they shall seek me early, but they sliall not find 
me : For that they hated knowledge, and di4 
not choose tlie fear of the Lord. They would 
none of my counsel : they despised all my re* 
proof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of 
their own way ; and be filled with their own 
devices." *^ If we sin wilfully, after that we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, ther^ 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins ; but a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation, which shall devour the adver, 
saries« He that despised Moses' law, died 
without mercy, under two or three witnesses. 
Of how much sorer punishment, sqppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant with which he was 
«anctified^ an unholy thing, and hath done des^ 



SERMON IV. 9S 

j)ite unto the Spirit of grace ? For we know 
fiim that hath said, vengeance belongeth unto 
tnc; I will recompense, saith the Lord. And 
figain. The Lord shall judge his people. It 
(s a fearful thing to fall into the h^ds of the 
fiving God." Yet, " How shall we escape, if 
jwc neglect so great salvation ? Beware, there- 
'fore, lest that come upon you, which is spoken 
^n the prophets. Behold, ye despisers, and 
bonder and perish : for I work a work in your 
\fay, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, 
^ough a man declare it unto you." For the 
XiOrd Jesus Christ says to sinners — " Ye will 
motwme to mCf that ye might have iifey 

" Am£K. 






*j 



r*. . 



SERMON V- 



JOHN VI. 37. 



AU that Uie Father giveth me, shall come to me ; and him that 
Cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out 

In the discourses, which the Lord Jesus Christ 
addressed to his hearers, he declared the plain- 
est and most important doctrines. He also pro- 
mised the greatest benefits to all, who would 
receive and obey his instructions. But though 
he was followed by multitudes of people, the 
number of his true disciples was very small. — 
After he had fed five thousand men with five 
barley-loaves and two small fishes, " Then 
those men, when they had seen the mu'acle 
that Jesus did, said, this is of a truth, that 
prophet that should come into the world. 
When Jesus therefore perceived that they^ 
tvould come, and take him by force to make 
him a king, he departed again into a mountain 
himself alone." But though Jesus retired 
fi'om the sight of the people, yet they sought 
him until they found him. When they had 
found him, they addressed him with great re- 
pcct,^ saying, " Rabbi, when camest Aou hith- 

I 
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er ? Jesus answered them and said, verily, ver* 
ily, I say unto you, ye seek me, not because 
ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat 
of the loaves and were filled. Labor not for 
the meat which perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, which 
the son ' of man shall give unto you : For him 
hath God the Father sealed. Then said they 
unto him, What shall we do that we might 
work the works of God ? Jesus answered and 
said unto tliem. This is the work of God, that 
ye believe on him whom he hath sent." — 
When lie also said, " The bread of God is he, 
who Cometh down from heaven, and giveth life, 
unto the world; then said they unto him, 
LiOrd, evermore give us this bread. And Je- 
sus said unto them^ I am the bread of life ; He 
that Gomtetii tg me shall never hunger, and he 
that belie veth on me shall never thirst." Yet 
after all the instructions he had given, and all 
the promises he had made, he was obliged to 
repeat against his hearers the charge of unbe- 
lief. He says, " But I said unto you, that ye 
also have seen me and believe not." But 
though the multitudes, who followed him, gen- 
erally disbelieved his instructions, and rejected 
his promises ; yet he consoled himself by the 
truths which he declared in the words of the 
text. " All that the Father giveth me, shall 
come to me ; and him that cometh to me, I 
will in no wise cast out." In discoursing on 
these words of the Lord Jesus Christ, it is 
proposed, to examine several enquiries, which 
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the text naturally suggests to our consideration. 
And the 'words appear to lead us, 

I. To enquire whether God has decreed 
tliat a certain part of mankind sh^ll be saved. 

In the text, Christ speaks as if some persons 
wer^ given him by the Fatlier. He says all 
those persons shaU come to hitn. And he also 
says that no one, who comes to him, shall in 
any wise be cast out. If what Christ said iti 
the text be true, there appears to be some rea- 
son to believe that God hto decreed that a part 
of mai&ind shall be saved. Whether God has 
formed such a purpose, is the subject of the 
present enquiry. That We may know the 
truth on this iitiportant subject, kt us, 

1. Consider whether God can be inditferent 
respecting the salvation -of itnmoftsil souls. 
There is reason to believe that God is greatly . 
Intet-ested in the preisent and future character 
^iftd condition of every hunfan being. Men ar6 
his creatures. They were created for his plea- 
sure. They are his property. He knows 
their importance. He knows what happiness 
Can be enjoyed, and what misery Can be suffer* 
ed, by an hutnan soul in eternity. Can God 
then be indifferent respecting the salvation of 
immortal souls ? He has often shown his con- 
cern not only few* men, but even for inferior 
creatures. As one reason, why he should 
spare Nineveh, he told Jonah that there were 
in that gre«it city " much cattle.'* He said to 






KXl SERMON V. 

the children. of Israel, " If a bird's nest chance 
to be before thee in the way, in any tree or on 
the ground, whether there be young ones or 
^ggSf thou shalt not take the dam with the 
young. But thou shalt in any wise let the dum 

fo, and take the young to thyself, that it may 
e well with thee, and that thou mayest prolong 
thy days." The Psalmist says of God, "He 
giveth to the beast his food and to the young 
ravens which cry." (Christ said to his disci- 
ples, " Are not two sparrows sold for a far- 
thing ? And one of them shall not fall on the 
ground without your Father. Biit the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye 
not, therefore, ye are of more value than many 
sparrows.") Can it be supposed that God has 
such a concern for cattle, and for birds as he has 
expressed ; (can it be supposed that he num-^ 
bers the very hairs of our heads ; ) and yet is 
indifferent respecting the eternal character and 
condition of his rational creatures ? Is God 
wholly indifferent whether any of the human 
race be saved ? Or is he indifferent as to the 
number and the persons that shall be saved ? 
If he has a choice respecting the salvation of 
immortal souls, why l^s he not formed a pur- 
pose respecting their salvation, according to his 
good pleasure ? 

2. Is not the salvation of immortal souls of 
too much importance to be left in uncertainty ? 
Men think their houses are too important to be 
exposed to the devouring fire. They think 
their goods are too valuable to be left without 
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being secured against thieves. . They are not 
willing their fields and fruits should be exposed 
to the trespasses of bad neighl^ors. When a 
small sum of money is due, men are not willing 
it should be uncertain whether they shall ob- 
tain what is owed. They choose to have the 
highest certainty respecting the affairs of the 
present life. And can God be willing that the 
salvation of immortal souls should be wholly 
uncertain ? He thinks the salvation of one soul 
of greater importance than all the possessions 
and enjoyments of the present world. Christ 
said, " What shall it profit a man to gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul ?" The 
endless happiness of one soul, that is saved, 
will be far greater than all the happiness which 
has yet been enjoyed by all the creatures God 
has caused to exist. Since such is the impor- 
tance of salvation, there is reason to believe 
that God is not willing that the number and 
the persons, who are saved, shall be wholly 
uncertain. But, 

3. The salvation of immortal souls must be 
in* a state of uncertainty, unless God has form- 
ed a purpose respecting their salvation. There 
is no reason to suppose that God ever acts> 
without designing to act. When God created 
the heavens and the earth, the sun to rule by 
day, and the moon to give light by night, and 
the stars also, he no doubt designed that they 
should be created. Nor was it ever uncertain, 
whether God would effect the work of creation. 
When Adam sinned, and involved himself and 

i2 



102 SERMON V. 

all his posterity in sin and woe, if God had not 
designed that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent's head, it must have been 
uncertain whether it would have been done. 
If God had not decreed that Abel should be- 
lieve and be saved^ that Enoch should walk 
with God and be translated, that Noah and his 
family should be saved from the flood, that 
Abraham should be called, and that his seed 
^ould be the peculiar people of God, that the 
coming of Christ should be foretold by the 
prophets, that he should appear in the fulness 
of time, that he should die on the cross to 
make an atonement for sin, that he should 
commission his apostles to preach the gospel, 
and that the Holy Spirit should be given to 
convince and convert sinners ; and if God had 
not decreed what number and what persons, 
should be convicted and converted; then all 
these important events must have been wholly 
uncertain. Yet who can believe that the exis- 
tence cf these important events was ever un- 
certain? The most of these events were pre- 
dicted. But it is impossible to predict what is 
whoUv uncertain. As these events, which 
relate to the redemption of sinners, if they had 
not been decreed, must have been uncertain ; 
so if God has formed no purpose respecting the 
salvation of immortal souls, then their salva- 
tion is in a state of total uncertainty. Rather, 
4. It is certain that none would be saved, un^^ 
less God had decreed that a part of mankind 
bhould be saved. The salvation of sinners 
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must be, ill fts origin and execution, the work 
of Jehovah, Neither men nor angels, could 
ever have imagined, unless they were informed 
of God, that there could be an atonement for 
bin ; so that God could forgive and save sin- 
ners who deserve his wrath, and whom he threa- 
tens with eternal death. The possibility of an 
atonement for sin was hidden in the divine 
mind^ until God was pleased to reveal the great 
mystery of godliness, " God manifest in the 
fleshJ*^ This mystery, when revealed, aston- 
ished the angels, and will astonish, not only the 
angels, but men and devils through eternity. 
But God never would have provided an atone- 
ment for sin, unless he had designed to do it. 
And if the Lord Jesus Christ had not died on 
the cross, the whole human race must have' 
perished in their sins. But though Christ has 
died, and made an atonement for the sins of the 
world, there is no reason to hope that one sin- 
ner will be saved, unless God has decreed that 
some sinners shall come to Jesus and accept 
salvation. For every sinner naturally refuses 
to come to him for eternal life. Although a 
Saviour be given, and salvation be offered to 
sinners, it depends entirely upon the sovereign 
pleasure of God, whether sinners be made wil- 
ling to be saved. There is then no more rea- 
son to hope that one sinner will be saved, than 
there is reason to believe, that God has decreed 
to save a certain part of mankind. If God has 
formed no such purpose, it is certain that all 
mankind must be lost. But, 
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5. There is reason to hope that God has de- 
termined that some sinners shall be saved, from 
his doing what was necessary that salvation 
might be offered to sinners. . God says, " The 
soul that sinneth it shall die. Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all thhigs written in 
the book of the law to do them." Christ says, 
" Verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled." The design 
of the divine threatenings to sinners, must liavc, 
been answered either in the eternal perdition of 
every sinner ; or in the death of a Mediator, 
To the church at Corinth, the apostle says# 
*' For I have delivered unto you first of all, 
that wliich I also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scriptures." The 
death of the Lord Jesus Christ must have been 
designed to effect some great and fixed purpose. 
In the first sermon that was preached after 
Christ arose from the dead, it was said, " Him, 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and slain." Again, 
the disciples said unto God in a solemn prayer, 
" For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, 
whom thou hast anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate with the Gentiles, and the people 
of Israel were gathered together, to do whatso- 
ever thy hand and thy counsel determined be- 
fore to be done." It was the counsel of God, 
that his beloved Son should die upon the cross. 
[^ God so loved the world that he gave his only 
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begotten Son, that whosoever belicveth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasthig life.'^ 
Since God has done wjiat was necessary that 
sinners might be saved, there is reason to hope 
that he has decreed that some part of the hu- 
man race shall believe and enjoy eternal life, 
through the death of Jesus Christ, 

6. To a part of mankind God causes salva- 
tion to be offered. Salvation was offered to sm- 
ners in the days of the patriarchs. The great 
doctrines of the gospel were taught by the 
shadowy ordinances of the Jewish dispensation. 
By the prophets, Christ calls unto all the ends 
of the earth, to look unto him and be saved. 
When he had arisen from the dead, he com- 
manded his disciples to go into'alFthe world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. By the 
apostles, the gospel was soon preached unto the 
Jews an4 Gentiles. Since the days of the apos- 
tles, God has preserved his church, and in hii^ 
word, and by his ministers, he has offered eter- 
nal life to multitudes of sinners. At the pre- 
sent day, God is causing a very extensive pub., 
lication^of the gospel. To vast numbers of 
sinners in America and Europe, in Asia and 
Africa, the gospel is preached every Lord's- 
day. These offers of life to immortal souls, 
are made at the expense of great exertions and 
sacrifices. In causing salvation to be so offered 
to sinners, God effects some important design. 
And no doubt he intends that many persons to 
whom he sends the word of life, shall hear and 
be blessed for ever. 
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7. God uses the best means to induce those 
persons to whom he offers salvation, to repent 
and believe the gospel. God declares to sin- 
ners their sin and guilt. And he declares that 
if they refuse his offered mercy, they must suf- 
fer the endless damnation of jfiell. He clearly 
states the immense value of salvation. By ad- 
dressing their understandings, their consciences 
and their hearts, God urges sinners to flee froth 
future wrath, and to accept etermd life* By 
using such means with sinners, some important 
purpose is effected. God says, ** For as the 

. rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may- 
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater ; 
so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth ; it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and pros* 
per in the thing whereto I sent it.'* Though 
to many Christ be preached a savor of death 
unto death ; yet wherever God proclaims the 
gospel, there is reason to believe that he has 
decreed it shall be to some persons, a savor of 
life unto life. 

8. God causes the ministry of the gosptl to 
effect the conviction and the conversion of ma- 
ny sinners. Though men are slow of he^rt to 
believe what God h^s spoken,' yet sometimes 
they are caused to believe and tremble. They 
Q>e caused to believe that he is holy, just and 
good in condemning sinners to endless perdi- 
tion. They are caused to believe that God is 
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r earnest when he threatens " indignation and 
Tath, tribulation and anguish, unto every soul 
f man that doeth evil." Thev are caused to 
*e that they are in the gall of bitterness, and 
I the bond of iniquity. . They are caused to 
*e their need of the mercy of God in Christ 
^sus. They are caused to see that a forgive- 
ess of their sins, and eternal life are freely of^ 
Ted to sinners in the gospel. They are caused 
) see that they hate the holy Saviour, and that 
ley are unwilling to be saved. They are also 
iused to see that unless God, who has mercy 
1 whom he will have mercv, and who hardeneth 
horn he will, change their hearts by his sove- 
iign power, for the glory of his great and holy 
^me, they shall suddenly be destroyed, and 
lat witliout remedy. By the power of the 
[oly Spirit, God often makes his word " like 
5 a lire, and like a hammer that breaketh the 
)ck in pieces." God often causes " the sword 
F the Spirit, which is the word of God," to be 
quick and powerful, sharper than any two 
3gcd sword, piercing even to the dividing 
sunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
larrow, and to be a discemer of the thoughts 
ad intents of tlie heart." By the power of his 
ord, he calls Sjinners from their native dark- 
ess into his marvellous light* " For God who 
ommanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
ath sLined in our hearts, to give the light of 
le knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
F Jesus Christ." It is certain that unless the 
Eoly Spirit, by his almighty power, attend the 
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ministry of the gospel, it will neither convert, 
nor convince, nor awaken sinners. " For he 
saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I 
will have mercy, and compassion on whom I 
will. have compassion*. So tlien it is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that sheweth mercy," The Holy Spi- 
rit, by the apostle asks, " Who tlu^p is Paul, 
and who is Apollos, but ministers by Tshom ye 
believed even as the Lord gave to eipery man ? 
I have planted, Apollos watered ; but ood gave 
the increase.'' It is God who causes sinners 
to repent and believe the gospel. But why is 
it that God causes some sinners to repent and 
believe the gospel, while others remain in dark- 
ness and deatli, utiless it be, as it is written, 
" that the purpose of God according to elec- 
tion might stand, not of works, but of him 
that calleth ?" 

9. God will save a very great part of the 
human race. After mentioning what numbers 
were sealed of the tribes of Israel, John says — 
" I beheld and lo a great multitude which no 
man could number of all nations, and kindreds, 
and peoples, and tongues, stood before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white 
robes and palms in their hands ; and cried with 
a loud voice saying, . Salvation unto our God 
who sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb. — And one of the elders answered say- 
ing unto me, What are these who are arrayed 
in white robes : and whence come they ? And 
I said unto him. Sir, thou knowest^ And h 
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said these are they who come out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and 
.made them white in the blood of the Lamb* 
Therefore are they before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in his temple, and 
he^that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on 
them nor any heat ; for the Lamb, who is 
in the midst of the throne, shall feed them, 
and shall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters, and shall wipe away all tears' from 
their eyes." It is evident that vast multitudes 
of signers will be saved. For of the lieavenly 
city it is said, ** The nations of them who are 
saved, shall walk in the light of it.'' To 
many redeemed sinners, the Lord Jesus Christ 
will say at the judgment of the great day — 
" Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the founda^ 
tion of the world." As it is certain many will 
be saved, so it is certain that their salvation is 
wholly of God. The Holy Spirit says to the 
faithful in Christ- Jesus, " By grace are ye sa- 
ved through faith ; and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God ; not of works, lest any 
man should boast. For we are his workman- 
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,, 
which God before ordained that we should 
walk in them." Now it seems inconsistent to 
admit that God saves those persons who are 
saved, and yet to deny that he decreed their 
s»aIv&ti(Hi. For if God save^ a part of mankmd^ 



and yet did not purpose to do it, he has with- 
out design effected the greatest of all his works. 
To suppose that God does what he did not 
design and decree to do, as a very pious min- 
ister has declared, " is to represent the Almigh- 
ty as inferior to our common artists on earth,'* 
If it were possible for a. rational being to act 
without design, in such actions he would be 
destitute of goodness and of wisdom. Were a 
man so to act, he would be accounted a fool. 
Since a certain part of mankind will be saved, 
it is evident that God is not the cause of their 
salvaticHi, or that he has done what he did not 
design to do, or that he decreed that they 
should be saved. But who can doubt whether 
God saves his Tedtcmed people, or whether he 
designed fheir salvation ? There are then as 
good reasons for believing that God decreed 
what number and what persons shall be savcdy 
as there are for believing that any sinners will 
be saved. 

10. God always knew what number and 
vliat "persons would be saved. It is written, 
** Known unto God are all his works, fi*om the 
beginning of the world." When Paul was at 
Corinth, " The Lord spake unto him in the 
night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and 
liold not tliy peace : for I am with thee, and 
no man shall set on thee to hurt thee. For I 
have much people in this city." As God 
knew who would repent and believe,, at Co- 
rinth, he commanded the apostle to stay there 
^d jpreadi the ^ospeL And as God is omnis<^ 
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eieht, he foreknows whatsoever comes to pass. 
But can what is uncertain be known ? And is 
not every thing, which is not determined, 
wholly uncertain? To suppose God knows, 
who will be saved, and yet that he has not de* 
creed who shall be saved, implies that what is 
uncertain may be certainly known. If sinners 
have a self-determining power, if they can, 
independently of divine efficiency, repent, or 
not repent ; believe, or not believe ; then 
it is uncertain what they may do, and their 
conduct cannot be foreknown. We are told 
by the Holy Spirit, that *^ God worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will." But 
if sinners act, independently of divine influi^ 
ence in their salvation, then their salvation is 
not after the counsel of the divine will ; but it 
is according to the independent self determi- 
nations of their own wills. And whether any 
thing will ever determine their self-determining 
power, or whether their selfrdetermining power 
will ever determine any thing, -can never be 
determined. If God has not decreed, who shall 
be saved, he could not foreknow who would be 
saved. And then the most important of all 
events must have been unkriotifn to God. And 
if God docs not foreknow the most important 
of all events, what reason is there for believing 
that he knows any thing ? A denial of the di- 
vine^ decreees respecting the' salvatiou of immor- 
tal souls, denies the essential attributes of Je- 
hovah. It denies the foundation of the divine 
predictions. It contradicts the divine declare- 
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tions. It also rejects the plainest cbnctusiohs^ 
of reason and common sensew We may tliere- 
fore, with as much reason, plunge ourselves mto 
the gloomy and perplexing ckrkness of total 
scepticism, as we can deny that God has de- 
creed what number of the human race, and 
what persons shall be saved. 

Finally, Let us consider what tlie Holy Spi^ 
rit has said on this very important subject. — 
0n a subject of such importance, there is rea- 
son to believe, that the holy scriptures aiford 
vefy plain and decisive instruction. Has Gpd^ 
in his true and faithful word, ever said that he 
has not decreed who shall be saved ? Has he 
denied the doctrine of election ? The Psalmist 
aays, " The Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou 
at my right hand, until I make thine enemies 
thy footstool. The Lord shall send the rod of 
thy strength out of Zion j rule thou iii the midst 
of thine enemies. Thy people sliall be willing 
in the day of thy power." By Isaiah it is said, 
** Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him, he hath 
put him to grief. When thou shalt make his 
soul an oflcringfor sin, he shall isee his seed> he 
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the 
jLord shall prosper in his hand. He ishall see 
of the travail of his soul and be satisfied." — 
The Lord Jesus Christ said, ^* Many are called, 
but few are chosen*" Again he said, " Except 
those days sKould be shortened^ there should no 
flesh be saved ; but for the elect's sake those 
days shall be shortened." He also said, " All 
tiuit the Father giveth me shall come to me, and 
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him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast 
out." And again, " My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know tliem, and they follow \ne. And I 
;give unto them eternal life^ and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my 
liand. My Father who gave them me is great- 
er than all : and none is able to pluck them out 
of my Father's hand." In his prayer he says, 
" Father, the hour is come, glorify thy Son, 
that thy Son also may glorify thee. As thou 
hast given him power overall flesh that he should 
give eternal life to as many as thou hast given 
him. I pray for them ; I pray not for the world, 
but for them whom thou hast given me. Nei- 
ther pray I for these alone, but for them also 
who shall believe on me through their word." 
When the apostle jireached at Antioch, the 
Jews " were filled with env)% and spake against 
those-tliings which were spoken by Paul, con- 
tradicting and blaspheming." .Then Paul and 
Barnabas turned to the Gentiles, and preached 
the gospel. And of the Gentiles it is said, *' As 
many as were ordained to eternallife believed." 
To the saints at Rome the apostle writes, " And 
we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the call- 
ed according to his purpose. For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son. Moreover, 
whom he did predestinate, them he also called, 
and whom he called, them he also justified, and 
whom he justified, them he also glorified." — 
Again he says, " Even so then, at this present 
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time, also, there is a remnant according to the 
election of grace.'^ To the faithful in Christ 
Jesus,- it isVritten, " Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in hea- 
venly places in Christ, according as he. hath 
chosen us in him before the foundation of the 
woridy that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love ; liaving predestinated 
us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ 
to himseU^ according to the good pleasure of 
hb will, to the prsdse of the glory of bis grace, 
in which he hath made us accepted in the be- 
loved ; in whom we have redeinption through 
his blood, the forgiveness cST sins, according to 
the riches of his grace. In whom also, we 
Iiave obtained an mheritance, being predestina- 
ted according to the purpose of him, who work- 
cth all things after the counsel of his owa 
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jyi that die Father giveth me, shall come to me ; and him tHkt 
' bometh to me, I ¥^iil in no wise cast out. 

1 N the preceding discourse upon these words> 
it has been shewn that God has decreed that a 
certain part of mankind shall be saved. It ia 
now proposed,, 

II. To enquire, whether God has decreed 
that the other part of mankind shall be des» 
troyed. 

Here it may be well, 

1. To consider what God has said on this 
subject in the holy scriptures, God said to 
Pharaoh, — " For I will at this time send all my 
plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy ser- 
vants, and upon thy people : that thou mayest 
know that there is none like me in all the earth. 
For now I will stretch out my hand that I 
may smite thee, and thy people with pesti- 
lence : and thou shalt be cut off from the earth. 
And in very deed, for this cause have I rai- 
sed thee up, for to shew in thee my ^ower \ 
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and that my name may be declared through- 
out all the earth." When Eli reproved his son& 
for their shameful wickedness it is said, " Not- 
withstanding they hearkened not to the voice of 
their father, because the Lord would slay 
them." God says by the Psalmist, " When 
the wicked spring as grass, and when all the 
workers of iniquity do flourish ; it is that they 
shall be destroyed for ever." Again it is writ- 
ten, '^ The Lord hath made all things for him- 
self: yea even the wicked for the day of evil." 
By Isaiah God says, " But the word of the 
Lord was unto them precept upon precept, pre- 
trept upon precept ; line upon line, line upon 
line ; here a little and there a little, that tney 
might go and fall backward, and be broken, and 
snared, and taken." Of the Lotdltsus Christ 
it is written, ** In that hour Jesus rejoiced in 
spirit and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these 
thingsfrom the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes ; even so, Father, for 
so it seemcth good in thy sight." Again Jesus 
said, " For judgment I am come into, this 
world ; that they who see not might see ; and 
that they who see might be made blind." — 
Again it is written, " Therefore they could not 
believe, because that Esaias had said again. He 
liath blinded their eyes, and hardened their 
heart, that they should not sec with their eyes, 
nor understand with their heart, and be convert- 
ed, and I should heal them." To the saints at 
Borne the apostle writes, " Fpr the scripture 



saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same pur- 
pose have I raised thee up, that I might shew 
my power in thee, and that my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth. Therefore 
hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
aiid whom he will he hardeneth. Hath not the 
potter power over the clay, of the same lump to 
make one vessel unto honor, and another unto 
dishonor? What, if God to shew his wrath, 
and make his power known, endured with 
iriucli. long-suffering, the vessels of wrath fitted 
to destruction?" To Timothy it is written, 
** In a great house there are not only vessels of 
gold and silver ; but also of wood and of earth ; 
and some to honor and some to dishonor." — 
Jude says to the saints, " For there are certain 
xnen crept in unawares, who were before of old 
ordained unto this condemnation." . Peter says 
to his Christian brethren, "Unto yoii there- 
fore who believe, he is precious : but unto them 
who be disobedient, the stone which the buil- 
ders disallowed, the same is made the head of 
thecomer, and a stone ofstumbling, and a rock 
of offence, even to them who stumble at the 
word, being disobedient, whereuiito also they 
were appointed." Such is the testimony of the 
living and true God, respecting his purpose to 
destroy all those persons who were not given to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 

2. God always knew what persons would be 
destroyed. 

Tlod is omniscient, or he is an imperfect be- 
ing. If Cod be omniscient, from eternity h» 
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foreknew whatsoever comes to pass. A deni-% 
«1 of the divine prescience of all things, denies 
the essential perfections of the living and true 
God, and throws us into the abyss of Atheism. 
But if Qod foreknows all things, he knows from 
eternity what number, and what persons would 
be destroyed. God foretold the destructioa of 
Pharaoh, and of Judas, and other reprobates. 
.Will any pretend that God 4id not foreknow 
how many of those millions of the human race, 
.who have already died, would be lost f Will 
Jtny pretend that God does not know how max^ 
of the millions, who are now living, will . bie 
lost ? Does not God also know what number, 
and what persons of those, who shall yet be 
bom, will live and die in their sins, and perish 
without remedy ? Yet what is uncertain cannot 
be known, ^for caa any thing, which is not 
decreed, be certain, xhe divine decree res* 
pecting the destruction of sinners, is as evident 
as the divine foreknowledge of their destruc* 
tion. And the divine foreknowledge of their 
destruction is as evident as the omniscience of 
Jehovah. And the divine omniscience is as 
evident as the divine existence. Shall we then 
become Atheists ? Or shall we believe that God 
declares " the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times, the things that are not yet done, 
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do 
all my pleasure ?" We have as good reasons 
for denying the perfections, and the very ex- 
istence of Jehovah, as for denying that he has 
decreed the destruction of a part of the bjuman 
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race. Tor God must have fbrelnowri what 
number and what persons would be destroyed. 
S. It is certain that a part of the human race 
will be punished with endless destruction. It 
is written, " The Lord trieth the righteous ; 
but the wicked, and him that lovcth violence; 
his soul hateth. Upon the wicked he shall 
rain snares, fire, and brimstone, and an horrible 
tempest : this sliall be the portion of liis cup.'^ 
Again, " Wo unto the wicked, it shall be ill 
with him : for the reward of his hands shall 
be given him." And again, " Many of them 
that sleep in the dust shall awake : some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlast- 
ing contempt." The final Judge hath said, 
" Whosoever speaketh against the Holy Spir- 
it, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this 
world, neitlier in theworid to come." Again> 
** Wo unto that man by whom the Son of man 
is betrayed : It had been good for that man if 
he had never been bom." Unto the church 
of the Thessalonians the apostle writes, ** The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : 
who shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory pf his power." And it is said 
of the wicked, " They received not the love of 
the truth that they might be saved. And for 
this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 
Aat thejr diould believe a lie ; tlmt they all 
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might be damned who believed not the truth, 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness." Peter 
says of Paul's writings, " In which are some 
things hard to be understood, which they that 
are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do 
also the olher scriptures, unto their own des- 
truction." Jude says, " Sodom and Gomor- 
rah are set forth for an example, suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire." The Holy Spirit 
says by John, '* The devil that deceived them 
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are, and 
sliall be tormented day and night for ever and 
ever. And whosoever was not found written 
in the book of life, was cast into the lake of 
fire.*' It is evident from the declaration^ of 
the Holy Spirit, tliat a part of the huuian race, 
will be punished with endless destruction. 
And what reason can be given for believing. 
that God did not decree that they should be 
destroyed ? Has God formed no purpose res- 
pecting his rational creatures ? Does > he de- 
stroy immortal souls vdlhout designiiig their 
destruction ? 

4. Many of mankind have already been 
fiestroyed. * . 

Before the flood, " The Lord said I will de- 
stroy man whom I have created from the face 
of the earth, both man and beast, and the creep- 
ing things, and the fowls of the air." But it is 
said, " Noali found grace in the eyes of tlie 
Lord." Again it is written, " The sun was 
iisen upon the earth, when Lot entered into 
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Zoar. Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah, brimstone and fire from the Lord 
t)ut of heaven. And he overthrew those cities, 
and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the 
cities, and that which grew upon the ground." 
As God had foretold, he destroved Pharaoh and 
his host in the Red Sea. " The Lord over- 
jthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 
And the waters returned and covered the char- 
iots, and the horsemen, and all the host of 
Pharaoh, that came into the sea after them ; 
there remained not so much as one of them." 
And it is said, " Thus the Lord saved Israel 
that day, out of the hand of the Egyptians." 
God promised to give the land of Cfinaan to 
tlie posterity of Abraham. But when he made 
this promise to Abraham, he said, " the iniqui- 
ty of the Amorites, is not yet full." In the days 
of Joshua the Amorites were destroyed, and 
their land was given to Israel. But when the 
city of Jericho was destroyed, Rahab was sa- 
ved. Christ said to the Jews, " Fill ye up then 
the measure of your fathers." In writing to 
the church of the Thessalonians, the apostle 
says of the Jews, " They please not God, and 
are contrary to all men : forbiddiuo tis to speak 
to the Gentiles that they niight te J^jj*^ to fill 
up their shis alway : for the wrat&JK'Cbme up- 
on them to the uttermost." Now in the ac* 
count of the destruction of the wicked by the 
. flood, and of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and of the Canaanites 
by the sword of Jos! 'la, and of the Jews by ibc 



122 SERMON XL 

Romans, it i$ said they were punished for their 
wickedness, and destroyed because they had 
completed the measure of their sins. It is aU 
so said, that God showed great favor to Noah 
and his family, to Lot, who was removed from 
Sodorh, to the children of Israel at the Red 
Sea, to Rahab, who was saved when Jericho 
was spoiled, and to the saints who escaped from 
Jerusalem when that city was destroyed. Yet 
it is pretended that they who are not converted 
before they die, are converted at death, and 
then received into heaven. If it be so, then 
the wicked at the flood, in Sodom, at the Red 
Sea, in Canaan, and in Jerusalem, when slain 
hy the sword of divine vengeance according 
-to the scriptures ; were converted and raised to 
heavenly joy and glory. And if they were 
then coiiverted and made blessed and glorious 
in heaven, more favor was shewn to the wicked 
whom God says he destroyed, than to the right- 
eous who found grace in his sight. If then, we 
believe God rather t;han man, we must believe 
that a great part of the human race have alvea- 
ry been destroyed by the holy wrath of the Al- 
mighty. Did God destroy these souls without 
designing to do it ? Or did he design that they 
should be destroyed ? And when does God, 
** who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will,'' form his purposes ? 

5. Under the means of salvation many pcr- 

"■ sons are fitted to destruction. The presei^ life 

is designed for a state of trial. Human chal-- 

acters m this state are forming with amazing 
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rapidity. The means, which God uses for the. 
instruction of sinners while they are on proba- 
tion j have a powerful effect upon their minds ; 
and if they do not softexi, they rapidly harder! 
their hearts. What multitudes, to whom salva- 
tion was offered, and the kingdom of heaven 
brought near, have been fitted for damnation, 
and have fallen inttf hell, though they were- 
taught, were >varned, were intreated, and v/ere 
commanded to turn to the strong hold, while 
prisoners of hope ! Is it not evident also that 
many persons, at the present day, who are fa- 
vored with the gospel of the blessed Gdd, choose 
darkness rather than light, and death rather than 
life ? God may renew such persons as have a 
long time rejected his counsel and despised his 
reproof* But from what has yet been done it 
is certain, tliat there are many, who despise 
the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, 
and long-suffering, not knowing tli^t the good- 
ness of God leadeth to repentance. But after 
their hardness and impenitent hearts, tKey are 
treasuring to themselves wrath against the day 
of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judg- ; 
ment of God. At this present ti'me^ also, there « 
is a remnant according to the election of grace, 
huithe rest are blinded. ** According,as it is 
written, God hath ^iven them the spirit of 
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears 
that they should not hear unto this day." To 
the Christian Hebrews the apostle writes, " For 
the earth which drinketh in the rain which 
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 
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tneet for them, by whom it is dressed, recciveth 
blessing from God. But that which beareth 
thorns and briars is rejected, and is nigh untd 
•cursing; Whose end is to be burned." To the 
tiaiiits at Corinth he says, ** We are unto God 
a sweet savor of Christ in them that are saved, 
and in them that perish. To the one, the savor 
of death unto death ; and to the other, the sa- 
vor of life linto life," Again he says, " If our 
gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost, 
in whom the god T)f this xvorld hath blinded 
the minds of them who believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto them." 
Is it not evident from these plain declarations 
of the Holy Spirit, that many persons to whom 
the gospel is preached remain in total darkness, 
and are fitted for destriiction ? Does not God 
intend they shall be destroyed ? Is he not en- 
during these vessels of wrath with much long- 
suffering, that he may shew his wrath, and 
make his power known ? As he has no pleasure 
in the death of him that dielh, why is he fitting 
immortal souls for eternal death, if he has not 
decreed their destruction ? 

6. To a great part of mankind the means of 
salvation are not afforded. Millions of the 
human race, have never heard the Saviour^s 
name, nor once been favored with the offer of 
life. Many have lived and died in great uncer- 
tainty respecting the future existence. Many 
Jiave never been taught the being and perfec- 
f lions of Jehovali. Nor have they been taught 
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what he requires of his rational creatures^ or . 
what he threatens to inflictfupon sinners. They 
liave not been taught their own character, nor 
the design of their present existence. Millions- 
and millions of mankiucj have been involved in 
total darkness, respecting divine and eternal re- 
alities, and a greater part of the people, who are 
now on the earth, are involved in such darkness. 
But multitudes have been not merely ignorant 
of the truth ; for they have been oppressed by 
the grossest errors and delusions. They have 
been enslaved by the father of lies, in the most 
cruel bondage. " The dark places of the 
earth are full of the habitations of cruelty." 
Why has God left such multitudes in such 
gloomy and destructive darkness ? Why has 
he suffered the destroyer so to prevail, if he 
had designs of mercy towards those millions, 
who have lived and died without the light of 
salvation ? Is there not reason to believe that 
God has designed the destruction of every per- 
son to whom the word of this salvation is not 
sent? For, 

7. None are saved without the appointed 
means of salvation. Some persons imagine 
that many may be saved without hearing the 
word of life. But on this subject we can ob- 
tain no knowledge but what the word of God 
affords. It is believed 'i^that in the holy scrip- 
tures there iaM^fAt a single^ telct, which gives the 
least hint that*okie.^rson is ever saved without 
the appointed mettD^i(|^-salv2ttion. But there are 
many texts wMch pSoply prove that they wha 

l2 



1»5 SERMON VL^ 

are not favored with the means of salvation, do 
perish in their sins. It is written, " The wick- 
ed shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God." The Holy Spirit says by tlie 
Psalmist, " Pour out thy wrath upon the hea- 
then that have not known thee, and upon the 
kingdoms tliat have not called upon thy name*'* 
Again by Jeremiah, " Pour out thy fury upon 
the heathen that know thee not, and upon the 
families that call not on thy name.'* Again, it 
is written, " Where there is no vision the peo- 
ple perish." Christ said to the woman of Sa- 
maria, " Ye worship ye know not what ; we 
know what we worship, for salvation is of the 
Jews." To the saints at Rome it is written, 
*' For whosoever tihall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. How then shall they 
call upon him in whom they have not believed? 
And how shall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard ? And how shall they heiir 
without -a preacher ? And how shall they 
prej^ch except they be sent ?" And to the 
saints at Corinth, " If our gospel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are lost." To the sahits of 
Ephesus, " Remember that ye being in time 
past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called un cir- 
cumcision, by that which is called circumcis- 
ion in the flesh, made by hands ; that at that 
time ye were without Christ, being aliens flpotti 
the commonwealtli of Israel, and strangers froto 
the covenant of proniise, having no hope and 
without God in the world." John says, "We 
know that we are of Qod, and the whole v/orld 
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' lieth in wickedness." The Lord Jesus Christ 
declares, " He that believetli not shall be dam- 
ned." And the Holy Spirit by the apostle, 
" Faith Cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God."* If God affords the appoint- 

* " Though the use of means in the case of the unregenerate 
is not infallibly connected with salvation, yet none may hope 
for salvation in the neglect of them. Faith cometli by hearing. 
It does not appeav from scripture that any obtain salvation with- 
out the intervention, or use of the appointed means of grace. 
The case of such children, of believing parents, as having been 
sincerely dedicated to God in baptism, die in their infancy ; 
though there is reason to ho])e they are saved, is not an excep- 
tion. For though such ore themselves incapable of using 
means, yet means are used for them in their dedication accor- 
ding to God's appointment, so that the promise of God embra- 
ces them. Gen. xvii. 7. I will establish my covenant between 
me and thee, and thy seed after thee. Acts ii. 39. The promise 
is unto you and to your children. Matt.xix. 14. Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not ; for; of such is 
the kingdom of heaven. Nor does it appear that such of the 
Heathens, Jews or Maliometans, who live and die- ignorant of 
the gospel, are an exception. God indeed is no respecter of 
'persons, and in ever}' nation he that feareth God, and worketh 
lighteousness, is accepted with him. Still it must be the only 
living and true God whom they fear, and the righteouuiess 
wrought ought by them, must be .the fruit and evidence of faith- 
For DO man, acconUng to the scriptures, can be Justified exc^ 
through the righteousness of Christ, nor through that righteous- 
ness, except he be interested in it, nor can he be interested in.it» , 
except he be united to Christ by faith, nor can he have faiitb/ 
except by hearing, nor can he hear, except the word be sent 
him. Indeed all who from among the Gentiles arc turned to 
God, df whom the scriptures give an account, are begotten again 
to a Jively hope by the word of truth. Rom. x. 14, 15, 17. Prov. 
XMx. 18. Where theiirfc m vigjcuj the people perish ; but he 
that keepeththe law hap^ i3b|«^v 

Summary ofChrUtian^doctrmtfiki/mvitice bu the Tru^eUM 
qf the Mhnonary Sockty of^CmieiikvA^ 
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ted means of salvation to every. person who is 
saved, it i>, certain that he has not designed to 
save any person to whom the means of salva- 
tion are not afforded. But if he has not de- • 
signed their salvation, he has designed their des- 
truction. For, 

8, The destruction of immortal souls is •f too 
great importance to be left in uncertainty. 

God has given his well beloved Son to die 
that sinners might be saved. God has caused 
more to be done, and to be suffered, to preveiit 
the destruction of immortal souls, than cari 
ever be done or suffered by all his rational crea- 
tures. Can it then be supposed that he is 
willing it should be wholly uncertain what 
number and what persons shall be saved from 
the pains of endless death ? Is he willing it 
should be uncertain whether ten,or ten thou- \ 
sand, or ten millions suffer the vengeance 
of eternal fire ? What must be thought of a 
being, who has given to a vast multitude of 
rational creatures an eternal existence, and 
yet is willing it should be uncertain whether 
they be holy and happy, or sinful and accur- . 
sed for ever ? But if God has formed no de- 
crees respecting the eternal character and con- 
dition of men, the number of the lost, must 
have been uncertain. And if God whose ten- 
der mercies are over all his works, had not 
known whether ten, or ten millions of his ra- 
tional creatures were to be for ever sinful and 
accursed, what must have been his feelings, 
when he was bringing those creatures into ex- 
istence ? What must be his feelings, while they 
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are in this state of severe and decisive trial ? If 
God has formed no decrees respecting the des- 
truction of immortal souls, thousands and mill- 
ions, whom it would be best to save, all things 
being considered, may perish without remedy. 
But was it ever uncertain whether Pharaoh 
whom God declares he meant to destroy, and 
to fit for destruction, would be lost? Was it 
ever uncertain whether Judas, whom Christ 
calls the son of perdition, would be lost ? Is it 
now uncertain, what number and what persons, 
ifvill be on the left hand of the Lord Jesus 
Christ at the final judgment ? Is it now uncer- 
tain what number, and what persons will be 
cast into hell fire ; where shall be weeping and 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth; where the 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched ? 
Is it uncertain ^hat number and what persons 
will be vessels of wrath, and be fitted for that 
endless destruction, by which God will shew 
his wrath, and make his power known f But if 
God has formed no decrees respecting the fu- 
ture characters and conditions of those persons 
who shall be lost, it is wholly uncertain what 
number and what persons will be damned. 
And if it be so, the most important and interes- 
ting of all events, is in total uncertainty. If 
such momentous concerns are left in uncertain- 
ty, what is certain ? On what can we rest ? To 
whom can we look ? Alas, Jehovah, who has 
been the hope and joy, the rest and refuge, the 
glory and salvation of his people in all ages, is 
unworthy of their love, if he has so little compasi^ 
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sion and benevolence for his rational creatures^* 
that he is willing it should be wholly uncertain 
whether they shall be happy or tormented, 
whether they shall be holy or sinful, whether 
they shall bless or blaspheme his great and ho- 
ly name for ever. 

9; . God cannot be indifferent respecting the 
endless perdition of immortal souls. The 
PsiaBnist says unto God, *' Thou, O Lord, art 
-a God full of compassion, and gracious ; long- 
suffering and plenteous in mercy and truth*'*. 
Jeremiah says of God, " For he doth not at 
flict willingly, nor grieve the children of men," 
Isaiah says, " In ^1 their affliction he was af-i. 
flicted.*^ God says by Ezekiel, " 1 have no 
pleasure in tlie death of him that dieth." Jesus 
says, ** Are not two sparrows sold for a far-- 
thing ? and one of them shall not fall on the 
ground without your Father. But the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered," Again 
he said, " I say unto you that for every idle 
word that men shall speak they shall give an 
account ii% the day of judgment." Are such 
the views, and the feelings, and the conduct of 
of Jehovah ; and yet is he indifferent respect- 
ing the eternal character and condition of his 
rational creatures ? Does he number the very 
hairs of our heads, and has he not fixed the 
number of the vessels of mercy, and of the 
vessels of wrath ? Will he call us to an ac 
count for every idle word we speak, and does 
he not care what number and what persons 
shall blaspheme his great and holy name for 
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. ever ? If God has any regard to any thing, ex- 
cept his own character and happiness, he has 
a regard to the life of immortal souls : or 
rather, if he l^ps no regard to the life of im- 
mortal souls, he has no regard to his^wn cha- 
racter and happiness. But as God is 4ove, and 
as lie is full of mercy and compassion ; as he 
possesses the deepest and strongest sensibility, 
he is affected by every event which exists*— • 
And he has shown, in the most affecting and 
amazing manner, his lively concern for im- 
mortal souls. And has he formed no purposes 
respecting the eternal character and condition 
of his rational creatures ? 
• 10. By the destruction of immortal souls, 
very important and desirable purposes are ef- 
fected. 

Smce a part of the human race will be des- 
troyed, if it be not best that they should per- 
ish ; God is either unable or unwilling to effect 
what is best. Unless then we deny .the essen- 
tial perfections of Jehovah, we must admit that 
it is best that a certain part of our fellow crea- 
tures should be for ever sinful and miserable. 
God has informed us in the holy scriptures 
why lie destroys a part of the human race. 
He said to Pharaoh — " In very deed for this 
cause have I raised thee up for to shew in thee 
my power, and that my name may be declared 
throughout all the earth." '". Qpd said to Moses, 
f* I, behold, I will harden the. hearts of the 
Egyptians,, and (they shallioUow them; and I 
will get me honor «^n Pharaoh and upon all 
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his host, upon his ^^i^iots, and upon his hors* 
men. And the Egyptians shall know that I am 
the Lord when I have gotten me honor upon 
Pharaoh, upon his chariots,^ and upon his 
horsemen,'^ When God foretold by Ezekiel 
the fearful desolation that he designed to bring 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, he said ; 
" when this eometli, ye shall know that I am 
the Lord." When God, by the same prophet 
denounced the destruction of the Ammonites, 
and Moabites, of the Edomites, and Philis- 
tines, he said — "and they shall . know that I 
am the Lord, when I shall lay my vengeance 
upon them." When God denounced his ven- 
geance against other nations, he very often re- 
peated the same declaration ; saying, " And 
they shall kjjoW that I am the Lord." By Ro- 
sea it is said, " Thy judgments are as the light 
that goeth forth." Kespecting the destruction 
of tlie wicked, the apostle enquires, *' What if 
God willing to shew his wrath, and make his pow- 
er known endured with much long-suffering 
the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction ?" 
By the destruction of his enemies, God mani- 
fests his glorious perfections in the most pow- 
erful and glorious manner. By their destruc- 
tion he spreads the sweet and pleasant light of 
truth through the universe. The full and 
bright view of the divdne perfections, which 
will be given through the endless perdition of 
the reprobate, will throw the bitterest an- 
guish into the hearts of the wicked. But the 
same view of the divine glory will fill tfee hearts 
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of the righteous with tJi<^.purest Iov€, and the 
liveliest joy, and their niouths with the sweet- 
est songs of praise. While the smoke of the 
torment of the damned shall ascend for ever 
and ever, the righteous will say, " Alleluia ; 
for the Lord God Omnipotent rcigneth.*' 
Though we shall never fully perceive all the 
benefits, which will arise from the endless pun- 
ishment of sinners ; yet we may be assured, 
that God will effect by their destruction the 
wisest and best purposes. " Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right ? He is the rock : 
his work is perfect. For all his ways are judg- 
ment." Since then it is best that a part of 
the human race should be vessels of wrath, 
and fitted to destruction ; why should not God 
decree that they should be destroyed, and that 
. thev should be fitted for the endless damnation 
of hell? 

Finally, If God has decreed what is wisest 
and best ; if he be not indifferent respecting 
the eternal character and condition of his ra- 
tional creatures ; if he be unwilling that the 
number and the persons who perish should be 
uncertain ; if none are saved without the ap- 
pointed means of salvation, and if to a great part 
of the human race, these means are not afford- 
ed ; if God acts according to the counsel of his 
own will, when by the ministry of the gospel 
he fits sinners for destruction ; if he has done 
what he designed to do in destroying multi- 
tudes of immortal souls ; if when he shall in- 
flict endless punishment on many of the human 
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race, he will act according to his sovereign and 
holy pleasure ; if he foreknows what number 
and what persons will suffer the pains of eternal 
death ; and if he, who cannot lie, has in his 
blessed word declared the truth : then God has 
decreed that a certain part of mankind shall be 
destroyed. 
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JOHN VI. 37, 

All that the Father giveth me, shall come to me ; and him that 
obmeth to me, I will in no wise cast out. 

I N the preceding discourses upon these words, 
it has been proved that God has decreed that 
only a certain part of mankind shall be saved* 
In the present discourse it is proposed, 

IIL To enquire why God has decreed that a 
certain part of the human race shall be saved ; 
and that the other part shall be destroyed. To 
this enquiry it may be answered, 

1. It is not because those persons, whom he 
has decreed to save, are more worthy of salva- 
tion than those who are lost. — No one of man- 
kind is worthy of the least favor he ever enjoys. 
Jacob said unto God, " I am not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, 
which thou hast -shewed utito thy servant." 
The rich man in the torments of hell, begged a 
drop of water as a favor, which he did not de- 
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serve. Nor has one of the human race, on ac- 
count of his own merit, a better claim upon 
God for the least favor, than had the rich man 
for a drop of water to cool his tongue* It is 
not because mankind were worthy of the Sav- 
iour, that God gave his Son to die on the cross* 
Nor has God decreed the salvation of the elect, 
because they deserve to be saved ; or are more 
worthy of salvation than those persons who 
shall be lost, Manasseh, Mary Magdalene, 
Zaccheus the Publican, the thief on the cross, 
the Jews who were converted on the day of 
Pentecost, Saul the persecutor and blasphemer, 
were not chosen to salvation because they 
were more worthy than others. For they were 
the chief of sinners. The apostle says, " God 
b^th saved us, and called us with an holy caU 
ling, not according toK)Ur works, but according 
to nis own purpose, and grace, which were 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world be- 
gaix,'* As the divine decrees respecting the 
salvaticMi of the elect, are not founded on their 
desert, it is evident that they are not saved be-^ 
cause they are more worthy of salvation than 
the non-elect. Nor, 

2, Has GrQ4 decreed to save only*a certain 
part of mankind because they, who are lost, 
are more deserving of destruction than those 
persons who are saved. Though some of the 
human race are more sinful and more guilty 
than others, yet every sinner deserves, and will 
forever deserve'to suffer the curse of the law, 
which is eternal death* The damned are pun- 
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ished according to their sin andgiiilt. But 
the redeemed are saved through the unsearcha- 
ble riches of divine grace in Jesus Chri3t. God 
has mercy on whom he will have mercy, and 
compassion on vi^hom he will have compassion. 
He does not bestow salvation upon any sinner, 
because his sin and guilt are. small. Nor does 
he leave any sinner to perish, merely because 
his sin and guilt are great. He gives repen- 
tance and faith to sinners according to his own 
gracious purposes. There is reason to believe 
that some of the greatest sinners will be saved, 
and that some of the least sinners will be lost. 
As the elect have broken the law of God, they 
deserve its curse. Although they be forgiven 
and be raised to a state of endless joy and glo- 
ry ; yet they, as well as the non-elect, will for 
ever deserve to be punished with the endless 
torments of hell. It is not then because the 
damned are more guilty than those persons 
who are saved, that God has decreed to save 
only a certain part of the human race. Nor, 

3. Is it because the atonement is not suffi- 
cient for the salvation of all mankind. The 
atonement renders it consistent for God to of- 

• fer forgiveness to sinners. All who accept the 
offer are freely pardoned and saved. Though 
sinners naturally reject the salvation of the gos- 
pel, yet God may apply to whomsoever he 
pleases the benefits of the atoning sacrifice. If 
God were pleased to cause all men to accept 

. the salvation of the gospel, the atonement lays 
a sufficient foundation for their salvation. It is 

m2 
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plainly declared in the holy scriptures that, 
Christ has died for all men ; and that he is the 
propitiation for the sins of the whole world. 
Wherever the gospel is preached, its calls and 
offers are addressed to sinners without any dis*^ 
tinction, or exception. And they, who perish 
under the light of the gospel, are guilty of rejec* 
ting the Lord Jesus Christ and his great salva* 
tion. If the atonement be sufficient for the 
pardon of one sin, and the salvation of one sin- 
ner, it is sufficient for the pardon of all the sins 
of mankind, and for their eternal salvation, if 
God were pleased to apply the benefits of die 
atonement to the whole world. For an atone- 
ment, that should be less than what Christ has 
made by his death on the cross, would not be 
sufficient for the salvation of one sinner. And 
a greater atonement could not be made. The 
atonement is as sufficient, if it were applied, for 
the salvation of all the sinners of the human 
race, as it is for the salvation of one sinner. 
Therefore it is not, because the atonement is 
insufficient for the salvation of all men, that God 
has decreed to save only a certain part of man- 
iind. Nor, 

4. Is it because God has not sufficient pow- 
er to save as many sinners as it is best to save. 
If God were able to save only a part of man- 
kind, his want of power would be a good rea- 
son for decreeing that only a part should be 
saved. For it would be best to decree to do 
nothing, but what he could perform. But God, 
who created all things of nothing by the word 
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of his power, and who governs all his creatures 
and all their actions, is able to do whatever he 
pleases. Jeremiah says unto God, " Behold, 
thou hast made the heavens and the earth, by 
thy great power and stretched-out arm, and 
there is nothing too hard for thee." God hiiiK 
self says, " Behold, I am the Lord, the God of 
all flesh. Is there any thing too hard for me V^ 
Job says of God, " He is of one mind, and who 
can turn him ? and what his soul desireth, even 
that he doeth." God is able to send the gos- 
pel to the ends of the earth, and to cause every 
human creature to hear, and to accept the glad 
tidings of salvation. It would be no more diffi- 
cult for God to renew and sanctify those per- 
sons, who are lost, than it is to renew and sane* 
tify those persons who are saved. " The king's 
heai^ is in the hand of the Lord ; as the riv- 
ers of water, he turneth it whithersoever he 
will." As God was able to change the hearts 
of three thousand in one dav, he is able to 
change the hearts of all mankind. He work- 
eth in all men both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure. He worketh all things after 
the counsel of his own will. With God noth- 
ing is impossible. Want of power then is not 
the reason why God has decreed to save only a 
certain part of the human race. Nor, 

5. Is it because he has not wisdom sufficient 
to perceive how to dispose of immortal souls in 
the best manner. God clearly and fully per- 
ceives the end from the beginning. He has 
sufficient wisdom to form the best purposes, and 
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to devise and employ the best means for effec- 
ting his designs. He was able to see what 
number of rational creatures it was best to 
bring into existence. He was able also to see 
what character, and what condition it was best 
to appoint and ordain, for every rational being. 
God was never perplexed, or embarrassed, re- 
specting the number and the persons, w^hom 
he should save, nor respecting the number and 
the persons, whom he should destroy. He 
was always able to see how many vessels of 
wrath, and how many vessels of mercy he 
should need to answer his desires and his. 
designs. He always had sufficient wisdom to 
determine whom he should appoint unto des- 
truction, and whom he should appoint unto 
salvation. His decrees th€n respecting the sal- 
vation of one part of the human race, and the 
destruction of the other part, do not arise from 
want of wisdom. For the wisdom of God 
always enabled him to see how to dispose of 
immortal souls in the best manner. Nor, 

6. Is it because God has not goodness suffi- 
cient to choose, in the best manner, the eter- 
nal destination of human beings. " God is 
love." He always desires and chooses what is 
best. As his wisdom enables him clearly to 
see what number and what persons it is best 
to save, and what number and what persons it 
is best to destroy ; so his infinite and immu- 
table benevolence dispose him to desire, to 
choose, and to decree what is best, all things 
being considered, respecting the eternal charac-* 
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ter and condition of every human being. God 
then has not decreed that one part of the hu- 
man race shall be saved, and that the other-part 
shall be destroyed, because he has not sufficient 
goodness to induce him to form the best pur- 
poses respecting the eternal destination of im- 
mortal souls. From the considerations which 
have been mentioned respecting the present en- 
quiry, we are bound to believe that God lias 
decreed to save one part of mankind, and to ' 
destroy the other part, because it is best, all 
things being considered, that one part of man- 
kind should be saved, and that the other part 
should be destroyed. — That this conclusion 
may be more evident, several other considera-- 
tions may now be suggested. 

1« God desires and chooses what is best.-— 
That God desires and chooses the greatest 
good, which can exist, is as evident as it is that 
he is a benevolent being. It is certainly desi- 
rable that the greatest good* which can exist^ 
should be produced. As God is infinite and 
immutable m goodness, from his own nature^ 
he desires and ch6oses, that what is best, all 
things being considered, should exist.. To 
say that God does not know what is best, is to 
impeach his natural perfection. To say that 
he does not desire what is best, is to impeach 
his moral rectitude. There are then as good 
reasons to believe that God desires and chooses 
the greatest good that can exist, as to believe 
that lie is a being of infinite perfection. 

2. The happiness of God depends u^<m\ Vsa^ 
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effecting what he desires and chooses. What 
God desires and chooses, he desires and 
chooses with all his heart and soul, with all his 
mind and strength. He ever perceives what 
he ought to desire, and to choose respecting 
every creature, and every event. And his de- 
sire, and his choice respecting every thing is 
wisest and best. In proportion to the strength 
of the divine desires, and the wisdom and recti- 
tude of the divine choice, must be the pleasure 
of God in gratifying his desires, and his satis- 
faction in effecting his chosen purposes. But 
should God, in one instance, fail of effecting 
what he desires and chooses, he would be dis- 
appointed. And his infelicity, from such a 
disappointment, would be as great as the ar- 
dor of his desires, and the wisdom and rectitude 
of his choice. If then, God should, in one in- 
stane, fail of " working all things after the 
counsel of his own will,'^ darkness and death 
would involve and destroy the universe. " But 
our God is in the heavens; he hath done 
whatsoever he pleased. Whatsoever the Lord 
pleased, that did he in heaven and in earth, in 
the seas and all deep places:" He declares, 
" the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are not yet done, saying, 
my counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
pleasure.'^ God causes every creature, every 
action, every volition, every desire, and every 
Avent to be what he pleases and what he de- 
crees. And his happiness depends upon his 
doings in every instance, according to his will, 
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in the army of heaven, and among the inhabi- 
.tants of the earth. 

.t., 3. By effecting what he desires and choos- 
.08, God gives the greatest glory to his great 
•ai?d holy name. The eternal and essental per- 
fections of God can receive no addition. 
.Therefore the inherent and immutable glory of 
the name of Jehovah can never be increased. 
Goodness is the glory of the divine name. — 
And God glorifies his name by displajdng his 
goodnKs. Whenever he docs good, he dis- 
plays his goodness and glorifies his name. By 
effecting the greatest good, which can exist, 
jGod will give his name the greatest glory that 
can be given. Created good must be accord- 
ing to the extent of knowledge, holiness and 
happiness, which exist in created beings. God 
then will cause the greatest extent of know*. 
ledge, holiness and happiness, which can be im- 
parted from the eternal fountain of light, love 
and joy. By causing the greatest extent of know- 
ledge, holiness and happiness, which can exist 
in creatures, God will manifest his perfections 
in the most glorious manner. And by mani- 
festing his perfections in such a rhanner, God 
will give the greatest glory to his great and 
holy name. — But if God does not design and 
effect what is best, then he might have done 
better than what he will now do. And if he 
might have done better than what he v/ill now 
do, his perfections will not be displayed in the 
most glorious manner. And if his perfections be 
not displayed in the most glorious manner^ he 



144 SERMON VIL 

might have given greater glory to his 
and holy name, than will now be given 
God. is worthy of the greatest glory, whi 
be given him. And he ought to gloi 
great name in the most glorious manner 
if he does not decree and effect what is b 
will not, in the fullest and clearest n 
display his great and holy character. N 
he give the greatest glory to his great ar 
name. But by -feffccting what is best, 
j^ implies the greatest extent of createdM 
■^ edge, holiness and happiness, according 

eternal purpose, God will give the futt 
clearest manifestation of his glorious ] 
tions, and he will also give the greates 
to his great and holy name. 

4. By beholding the glory of God, hoi; 
tures will grow m divine knowledge, 
the imperfection of creatures, the chara 
God can be known only from his word an 
his works. To give his rational creai 
knowledge of his perfections, it was nee 
that God should display his glory befor 
eyes. And the more clearly and fullj 
behold the divine glory, the greater v 
their knowledge of the divine perfectioni 
God can never be fully known by finite i 
liis creatures may for ever advance in 
knowledge, if he be pleased to unveil h 
ry to their view. If God desires, and 
has decreed to give to his rational creatu 
fullest and clearest exhibition of his glor) 
they will experience the greatest extent 
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b/s MC knowledge which can exist in created 
n. plnds. Such a knowledge to holy creatures 
liclJ eternal life. The Lord Jesus Christ says 
►riftpto the Father, " This is life eternal that they 
ight know thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
irist, whom thou hast sent.'^ Unto the 
lurch at Corinth the apostle writes, " God, 
fho commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
hath shined in our hearts to give us the 
phtofthe knowledge of the glory of God, in 
"ice of Jesus Christ." Through Jesus 
1st, God has purposed to give to every one 
)f his rational creatures the fullest and clearest 
knowledge of his great and holy and dreadful 
name. Though such a view of God will pain 
and torture his enemies, it is what all his friends 
\ most ardently desire to experience. The more 
1 fully and clearly God displays his glory before 
L his rational creatures, the greater will be their 
knowledge of the divine perfections. And as 
the divine perfections will ever appear with in- , 
creasing glory to holy creatures, they will for 
ever advance in divine knowledge. 

5. By beholding the ^lory of God, holy 
creatures will grow in divine love. It is by 
seeing the divine glory, that the evil affections 
of saints are destroyed, and their holy affections 
excited and strengthened, until they become 
^perfect, even as their Father, who is in heaven, 
is perfect. The apostle says to the saints at 
Corinth, " We all, with open face, beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even 

N 
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as by the spirit of the Lord." Though the holy 
angels and the saints in heaven will be perfect^ 
holy, yet their love may be more ardent, oxA 
all their holy affections may be greatly increase 
ed in their strength and fervor. As their minds 
shall be enlarged with divine knowledge, their 
hearts will be enlarged with divine love. The 
more fully and clearly God manifests his glori- 
ous perfections, the more excellent and amia- 
ble he will Sppear to all holy beings ; and the 
greater will be their love of his holy and^Hes- 
sed name. As the perfections of God are infi- 
nite, his rational creatures may for ever advance 
in their knowledge of the divine glory. And as 
holy creatures love God with all their hearts 
and souls, with all • their minds and strength, 
while their natural powers shall be increased by 
divine knowledge, they will for ever advance 
in divine love. The growth of holy creatures 
in divine love will be continued and increas- 
ed through eternity, by beholding the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

6. By beholding the divine glory, holy crea- 
tures will grow in divine joy. As holy crea- 
tures give God their hearts, he is the object of 
their supreme delight, as well as the object of 
their supreme love. From the joy, which Mo- 
ses derived from seeing the divme character, ,j. 
he earnestly desired to see the glory of God. 
With the purest and strongest desires he said 
unto God, " I beseech thee, shew me thy glo- 
ry." David plainly intimates that his greatest 
happiness consisted -in beholding the beauty of 
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the Lord. He says, " One thing have I desi- 
red of the Lord, that will I seek after ; that I 
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to enquire in his temple.'' Again he says, 
*' O God, thou art my God ; early will I seek 
thee : my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh long-^ 
eth for thee, in a dry and thirsty land where no 
water is ; to see thy power and thy glory as I 
have seen thee in the sanctuary." Nor could 
he conceive of any higher enjoyment than what 
would arise from beholding the face of God in 
heaven. ^' As for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteousness : I shall be satisfied when I 
awake, with thy likeness. In thy presence is 
fullness of joy ; and at thy right-hand are pleas- 
ures forevermore." The eternal enjoyments 
of the saints in heaven arise from a sight of 
the divine glory in Christ Jesus. The Son of 
God said to the Father, *^ Father, I will that 
they also whom thou hast given me, be with 
me where I am ; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me." The joy 
of holy creatures will for ever increase with 
their knowledge, and their love of the glorious 
perfections of God. 

7. It is best that the perfections of God 
should be manifested in the fullest and clearest 
manner. For from what has been proved in 
the preceding observations, it is evident that 
by such a manifestation of the divine perfec* 
tions, what God desires and chooses will be 
accomplished, the divine felicity will be per* 
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fccted and perpetuated, and the divine name 
will be exalted and glorified. As God is con- 
cerned, it is then certainly best that he should 
give the fullest and clearest manifestation of 
his eternal perfections. And as holy creatures 
are concerned, it is as certainly best that such 
a manifestation of tlie divine perfections shouI(J 
exist. For it has been proved, in the prece- 
ding observations, that the more fully and 
clearly the divine glory shall be exhibited before 
the eyes of holy creatures, the greater will be 
their knowledge, holiness and happiness. As 
the greatest extent of created excellence is de- 
sirable, it is best that the knowledge, holiness 
and happiness of created beings should be 
raised to the greatest height. Since such desi- 
rable purposes are effected by the manifestation 
of the glory of God, if a greater good is to be 
desired and chosen, rather than a less good, 
then it is best that the perfections of Jehovah 
should be manifested in the fullest and clearest 
manner. That God desires and has designed 
so to manifest his perfections, we are plainly 
taught in the holy scriptures. It is written, 
** To the intent that now unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly places might be known 
by the church, the manifold wisdom of God, 
according to his eternal purpose, which he pur- 
posed in Christ Jesus our Lord."^ God mani- 
fests his manifold wisdom, by forming and ef- 
fecting the wisest and best purposes. And as 
it is wisest and best, so he has decreed to give 
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to his rational creatures the fullest and clearest 
exhibition of his glorious perfections. 

8. It is best diat whatever is necessary to 
the most glorious manifestation of the divine 
perfections should exist. All things being 
considered, it is best that such means, as arc 
necessary to effect the best purposes, should 
exist ; whatever the means may be in them- 
selves. As it is best that the perfections of 
God should be manifested in the most glorious 
manner, it is best that whatever is necessary 
for this purpose should exist. I£ God be pow* 
erful, then it is best that whatever is necessaiy 
to give the fullest and clearest exhibition of his 
power should exist. If God be just, then it is 
best that whatever b necessary to give the ful- 
lest and clearest exhibition of his justice 
should exist. If God be gracious, then it is 
best that whatever is necessary to give the ful- 
lest and clearest exhibition of his grace should 
exist. If God be the sovereign of the uni- 
verse, then it is best that whatever is necessary 
to give the fullest and clearest exhibition of his 
sovereignty should exist. If God could not 
^ve the brightest manifestation of his perfec- 
tions, without creating the beings he has made, 
then it was best that they should be created. 
If God could not give the fullest view of his 
glory, without governing all his creatures and 
all their actions, accordmg to his eternal pur- 
pose, then it is best that he should work all 

v2 
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things after the counsel of his own wilL If 
the existence of sm be necessary to manifest 
the glory of God in the most glonous manner, 
then it was best that sin should be caused to. 
exist If God couId.not give the most glorious 
exhibition of his character/ unless his beloved . 
Son smpeared in the flesh and died on the cross^^ 
then It was best tliat he should so appear and - 
die. If God cannot • give the fullest view of ' 
his glory, unless there be vessels of wrath, asv 
well as vessels of mercy, tlien it is best that ; 
one part of mankind should be fitted for des- z 
truction, as well as the other part for salvatioD. : 
And if God cannot give the greatest glory to -■ 
his great and holy name, unless he punish a 
certain number of the human race in the end- : 
less torments of hell, then it is best tliat a cer- 
tain number of the human race should be tor- . 
mented in the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimstone, day and night for ever and ever. . 

9. By decreeing and effecting tlie salvation of « 
the elect, and the destruction of the non-elect, 
God does give the fullest and clearest mani- 
festation of bis glorious perfections. Since 
God has decreed that a certain part of mankind 
3hall be saved, and that the other part shall be 
destroyed, we may be assured that it is wisest 
and best that there should be vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction, as well as vessels of mer- 
cy prepared unto glory. And the reason of his 
decrees, respecting the eternal character and 
condition of human beings, the Holy Spirit has 
been pleased to teach us in the holy scriptures. 
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To the faithful in Christ Jesus it is written, 
**.God, who is rich in mercy,- for his great love 
with which he loved us, even when we were 
dead in trespasses and sins, hath quickened us 
together witjh Christ ; (by grace are ye saved,) 
and hath raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ; 
that in the ages to come he might shew the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace, in his kindness to- 
wards us through Christ Jesus.'' From these 
words of the Holy Spirit, it is evident that God 
javes his chosen people for the purpose of man- 
ifesting die riches of his grace in the most glo- 
rious manner. Again it is written, ** What if 
God willing to shew his wrath, and make his 
power known, endured with much long-suffer- 
ing the vessels of wrath fitted to destruction ; 
and that he might make known the riches of 
his glory on the vessels of mercy he had afore 
prepared unto glory ?*' It appears then that ac- 
cording to the scriptures, God saves the elect, 
and destroys the non-elect, that he may for 
ever give to every rational creature, the fullest 
and clearest exhibition of his divine perfections. 
For this wise, and holy, and glorious purpose, 
he decreed, in the counsels of eternity, that a 
certain part of the human race should be saved, 
and that the other part of the human race should 
be destroyed. And by effecting his eternal pur- 
pose, respecting the salvation and the destruc- 
tion of immortal souls, he causes the glory of 
his great and holy name to appear in the most 
glorious manner. We may see, then, as plain- 
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ly as we can see any object, which is placed be- 
fore the mind, why God has decreed to save 
only a certain part of mankind, aiid why he 
has decreed that the other part of mankind 
^hall be destroyed. 
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that the Father g»veth me, shall come to me; and him that 
Cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out 

1 N the preceding discourse it has been pro- 
ved that God, by decreeing and effecting the 
salvaticHi of the elect, and the destruction of 
the reprobate, gives the fullest and clearest 
manifestations of his glorious perfections. It 
may be well now, 

IV. To enquire what perfections God man- 
ifests, by saving one part, and by destroying 
the other part of the human race. 

Here it may be replied, 

1. That God, by saving the elect, and by 
destroying the reprobate, most fully and clear- 
ly manifests his power. When Ciod delivers 
his people from the bondage of Satan, he 
shows that he not only controls the human 
heart, but that he can bind the god of this 
world, and rescue from his hand as many of 
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his subjects as he chooses to save. ^' Shal; 
the prey be taken from the mighty, or the law. 
ful captive be delivered? But thus saith the 
Lord, Even the captives of the mighty shall be 
taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be 
delivered. For I will contend with him that 
contendeth with thee, and I will save thy chil- 
dren. And all flesh shall know that I, the 
Lord, am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the 
mighty one of Jacob." In writing to his Chris- 
tian brethren, the apostle says, " that ye may 
know what is the exceeding greatness of mk 
power towards us, who believe ; according tc 
the working of his mighty power which ht 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from 
the dead, and set him at his own right-hand in 
heavenly places, far above all principality and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, but 
also in that which is to come." Through the 
redemption of his chosen people, God shows 
his power as fuUy and clearly as it can be 
shown, by raising sinful and guilty creatures 
from the lowest hell to the highest heaven, 
against the most violent enmity and the most 
powerful opposition. For eardi and hell are 
armed against God, and oppose every exertion 
which he makes for the salvation of his people. 
It is by the main strength of the Almighty, 
that the elect are rescued from Satan, subdued 
and prepared for heaven. By fitting his peo- 
ple for the holy and blessed society of heaven, 
Cod manifests his power in a very instructing 
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mid glorious manner. And in a manner, that 
is no less instructing and glorious, he manifests 
his power by hardening and punishhig the rep- 
robate. Though they hate his holy name, he 
govenis their enmity to his own glory. Tho^ 
they hate his decrees, he effects his decrees by 
their very hatred. Though they desire to flee 
from his hand, yet he hardens their hearts, and 
forms their characters according to his holy 
and sovereign pleasure. Though they labor 
and strive to obtain happiness, and to avoid 
ntisery, yet he fits their souls for the endless 
torments of hell. Though their enmity against 
God will for ever continue and increase, and 
though they will for ever blaspheme his great 
and dreadful name, yet he will cause their 
wrath to praise him. As the strength of the 
reprobate, and the fury of their wrath against 
God shall increase, with the greater glory will 
his power be seen in laying upon their guilty 
heads the weight of his vengeance. But if no 
persons should be for ever filled with ha- 
tred and wrath against God, how could his 
power appear so great and glorious as it will 
low be shown upon the vessels of wrath fitted 
.©destruction? When God declares that he 
vill punish the wicked, then it is that he so 
jften repeats that fearful saying, " And they 
hall know that I am the Lord." Having de- 
lounced the destruction of his enemies, God 
says, " Thus will I magnify myself, and sanc- 
ify myself, ajid I will be known in the eyes 
of many nations ; and they shall know that I 
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am the Lord." If by destroying wicked men 
and wicked nations from the face of the earth, 
God magnifies his great name, with what glory 
will his power appear in the great day of his 
wrath, when he shall show his wrath, and make 
his power known upon the vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction ! By raising the elect to 
the highest glory of the highest heaven, and by 
casting the reprobate into the bottomless pit, 
where they shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever, God will manifest the ex- 
ceeding greatness of his mighty power, in the 
fullest and clearest manner. 

2. By saving the elect and by destroying the 
reprobate, God most fully and clearly manifests 
his goodness. Goodness constitutes the moral 
perfection of God. It is the U^auty and glory 
of the divine character. All the natural per- 
fections of God are under the influence of infi- 
nite and immutable benevolence. As God is 
love in his own nature, all his desires and de- 
signs and conduct are the exercise and expres- 
sion of holy love. The goodness of God de- 
crees and effects whatsoever comes to pass. — 
livery object and every event, when seen in its 
proper connections and consequences, mani- 
fests the divine glory, which is the divine good- 
ness. The seraphim cried, saying, " Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts ; the whole 
earth is full of his glory." Though in all 
things God is good, and doeth good, and tho' 
his tender mercies are over all his works ; yet 
he displays his goodness most fully and clearly 
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in his conduct towards sinful and guilty crea- 
tures. When Moses desired to see the glory 
of God, and God promised to make all his 
goodness pass before him, God declared his 
feelings and his conduct towards sinful and 
guilty creatures, as affording the brightest evi- 
dence and the fullest expression of his goodness, 
" The Lord descended in the cloud and stood 
ivith him there, and proclaimed the name of the 
Lord. And the Lord passed before him and 
proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord God, merci- 
ful and gracious, long suffering and abundant in 
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity^ transgression and sin, 
and that will by no means clear the guilty } vis- 
iting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren and upon the children's children, unto the 
third and to the fourth generation.'^ The 
goodness of God, as it appears in his conduct 
towards sinful creatures, must be displayed ei- 
ther in their forgiveness, or in their punishment. 
"When God proclaimed his name he mentioned 
his goodness in punishing, as well as in pardon- 
ing sinners^ Since an atonement for sin has 
been made by the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ upon the cross, God can be true, just 
and holy, as well as gracious ; although he 
forgives sinners, whom he hates and who de- 
serve his WTath and to whom he threatens end- 
less woe. But in the forgiveness of sinners, 
God is moved by his goodness to regard his 
own character and government and the inter- 
ests of the universe. It is for the ^lor^ <^Vg& 

o 
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name, which is his goodness, that God pardons 
his chosen people. As there b nothing but sin 
and guilt in his people, before they are renew- 
ed, it is of his sovereign mercy that they are 
caUed and forgiven, sanctified and glorified. 
The redeemed are by nature wholly sinful and 
very hateful. They are by nature children of 
Avrath, and they will for ever deserve the wrath 
of God. Yet they receive from God the end- 
less joys and glories of heaven. As these joys 
and glories wUl continue and increase for ever, 
the goodness of God to pardoned sinners will 
for ever and ever appear with greater beauty 
and glory. • For ever and ever to his redeemed 
people will Jehovah be giving greater blessings, 
and be displaying, in a fuller and clearer man- 
ner, his benevolence and loving kindness. O 
can they, " be able to comprehend what is the 
breadth and length and depth and height, and 
to know the love of Christ which passeth know- 
ledge !'' They shall indeed be filled with all 
the fulness of God. And God will make 
known the riches of his glory on the vessels of 
mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory. 
In the ages to come he will show the exceeding 
riches of his grace, in the salvation of the elect, 
through Christ Jesus. But how can the saints 
in glory see the greatness of the divine good- 
ness in their salvation, unless they see the sin 
and the woe from which they are saved ? And 
how can they see the sin and the woe from 
which they are saved, unless they behold the 
enmity and blasphemy, the anguish and despair 
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of the damned ? If then there were no ves- 
sels of wrath, God could not manifest, in the 
fullest and clearest manner, the riches of his 

glory upon the vessels of mercy. But the 
amnation of the reprobate wil| cause all ration- 
al creatures to see most fully and clearly the 
goodness of God in the salvation of the elect. 
Besides, if the character of the reprobate be 
tonsidered, it will be evident that God is holy, 
just and good, in punishing such sinful, guilty 
and hateful creatures. But as God forms their 
characters, there are good reasons why the 
reprobate should be for ever sinful, and guilty, 
and hateful. Though God be good in punish- 
ing the reprobate, when they exist ; he would 
not be good in bringing such creatures into ex- 
istence, unless their existence be necessarv to 
eflfect the wisest andr^best purposes. Since God 
hates sin and misery with all his heart, he would 
never endure their eternalexistence, unless it 
were best that they should for ever exist. As 
God creates, hardens and punishes the repro- 
bate, it is evident that his goodness will be 
more fully and clearly displayed in their des- 
truction, than it could have been in their salva- 
tion. The endless existence and punishment 
of the reprobate, affords the most severe and 
decisive trial of the divine goodness. How can 
God, who has no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth, inflict upon the reprobate the pains 
of eternal death ? How can God, who hates sin 
with all his heart, cause so great a number of 
his rational creatures to hate and blas^hema 
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his holy and blessed name for ever ? It could 
not be done, unless it were wisest and best. 
The more God hates what is evil, the greater 
does his goodness appear in decreeing and ef- 
fecting the destruction of the reprobate* It is 
in view of the holy vengeance of Almighty 
God, upon the vessels of wrath, that the right- 
ecrus sing the loudest and sweetest alleluias. 
All holy beings will for ever praise the name 
of the Lord God, for his goodness in decreeing 
and effecting the damnation of the reprobate, 
as well as in decreeing and effecting the salva- 
tion of the elect. It is therefore evident that in 
creating, hardening and punishing the repro* 
bate, God more fully and clearly manifests his 
eternal, immutable and invincible benevo- 
lence, than it could have been manifested, if all 
mankind had been made holy and happy and 
glorious for ever. 

3. By saving one part and by destroying the 
other part of the human race, God most fully 
and clearly manifests his sovereignty. The sove- 
reignty of God implies that he is, in his own 
nature, perfectly ii\dependent, and that every 
creature and every event is wholly dependent 
upon him. As God is self-existent, he is inde- 
pendent. As he is independent in his exist- 
ence and perfections, he is also independent in 
forming and effecting all his purposes. The 
motives of the divine decrees, and of the divine 
conduct, exist in the eternal and immutable 
perfections of God. The divine sovereignty, 
therefore^ is most glorious. It is infinite good-* 
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ness acting without restraint, and effecting the 
wisest and best purposes. The divine sovereign- 
ty is described, when it is said, that God work- 
eth all things after the counsel of his own will. 
His sovereignty, therefore, is manifest in what- 
ever exists. Yet it is most evident and most 
glorious in those events by which he most fully 
and clearly manifests his perfections. As he 
manifests his power and goodness, so he mani- 
fests his sovereignty, in tlie fullest and clearest 
manner, by the salvation of the rigfiteous, and 
the destruction of the wicked. In the holy 
scriptures, God often asserts his sovereignty, as 
it is displayed in his conduct towards mankind. 
He says, " See now that I, even I am he, and 
there is no God with me ; I kill and I make 
alive ; I wound and I heal ; neither is there any 
that can deliver out of my hand." Again he 
says, *' 1 form light, and create darkness ; I 
make peace, and create evil ; I, the Lord, do 
all these things." Again it is said, *' He hath 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom 
he will he hardeneth." And again, " Thou, 
O Lord, art worthy to receive glory, and hon- 
or, and power ; for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created." 
For his own glory, God brings the millions and 
millions of the human race into existence. In 
this life, they are placed in a state of probation, 
and preparation for eternity. In this state, 
God appoints all their external circumstances, 
and creates and controls all their internal exer- 
cises. In all his conduct towards humau t^«^ 

o2 
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ings, in the present life, God is forming their 
characters for the final judgment, and for the 
retributions of eternity. And he forms the 
character of every person according to his holy 
and sovereign pleasure. By the fiery trials of 
thisi trying scene, he softens the hearts of some 
persons ; but the hearts of others he hardens. 
To some persons he makes the ministry of the 
gospel a savor of life unto life, and to others,. 
a savor of death unto death. Some he is fit- 
ting for endless glory, and others for endless 
shame. Some he is fitting for the joys of hea- 
ven, and others for the sorrows of hell. As 
God acts according to his good pleasure in 
forming human characters for eternity, and in 
appointmg to human beings their eternal con-, 
dition ; every one will for dver realize the sove* 
reignty of God,, as deeply as he realizes his own 
character and condition in eternity* To the 
divine sovereignty, the righteous will ascribe: 
their own salvation, and the destruction of the 
wicked* And to the divine sovereignty, the 
wicked will be obliged ta ascribe their own de- 
struction, and the salvation of the righteous^ 
Every one of the human race will be made ta 
see that the counsel and the agency of God, 
were concerned in decreeing and effecting his. 
own character and condition for eternity, aa 
well as the character and condition of every 
one of his fellow creatures. The difference,, 
which God produces between the elect and the 
reprobate, will for ever continue and for ever 
iftcrease* The electa he wiH raise to greater 
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and greater heights of holiness and happiness. 
The non- electa he will sink to greater and great- 
er depths of wickedness and misery^ The 
gjeater the difference which God produces in 
the character and condition of his rational crea- 
tures, the more fully and.clearly is his sovereign- 
ty displayed. By decreeing and effecting the 
eternal and ever increasing difference, which 
will exist between the elect in heaven, and the 
reprobate in hell, God will for ever manifest to 
every creature, in the fullest and clearest manner,, 
his holy and glorious sovereignty* It appears 
then, from what has been said on the present 
enquiry, that by the salvation of the elect, and 
the damnation of the reprobate, God will dis- 
play through eternity, his jpower, his goodness, 
and his sovereignty, in their greatest beauty and 
glory. It is now proposed, 

V. To enquire what the elect must do that 
they may be saved. 

1. That they may be saved, it is necessary 
that the elect exercise repentance towards God* 
^* The carnal mind is enmity against God ; for 
it is not subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be.'* The elect,, as they are bom in- 
to the world, are the enemies o£ God. They 
hate his holy character. They hate the divine 
law. They hate the divine decrees. And 
they hate the divine conduct. But however 
they may hate and oppose God, neither his 
chsuracter^ nor the law, nor the divine decrees^ 
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nor the divine conduct will ever change. From 
his own nature, God is the enemy of all his 
enemies. He desires and designs to destroy 
every sinner, who does not become his friend. 
They therefore who are the enemies of God, 
must repent, or perish. Even if God should 
not threaten destruction to the wicked, nor in- 
flict any punishment upon his enemies, every 
sinner would be unhappy. " The wicked are 
like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt. There is 
no peace, saith my God, to the wicked." It is 
not merely from the requirements, and the 
threatenings, and the determinations of God, 
but it is also from the very nature and rela- 
tions of moral agents, that the repentance of 
sinners is necessary to their salvation. And 
when sinners do truly repent, they hate sin for 
its exceeding sinfulness. They loathe and ab- 
hor themselves for their iniquities. Turning 
from every sin, they turn unto God with all 
their hearts. They love his holy character with 
supreme and ardent affection. They love the 
divine law. It appears holy, just and good. 
They see the beauty and glory of divine jus- 
tice in condemning and punishing transgressors. 
They are pleased with the wisdom, rectitude, 
benevolence and sovereignty of the divine de- 
crees. They are delighted with the conduct of 
God in creating, preserving and governing the 
universe. The decisions of the final judgment, 
and the retributions of eternity, fill their hearts 
with divine joy, and tlieir mouths with songs 
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of praise. The holy and sovereign agency of 
God, which extends to every creature, every, 
action, every volition and every event, is most 
pleasing, comforting, supporting and rejoicing 
to holy penitents. While they are pleased with 
the lioly and powerful sovereignty of Jehovah, 
in view of their own moral deformity and de- 
filement, they are displeased with themselves* 
The true penitent says unto God, *' Behold, t 
am vile, what can I answer thee ? I will lay 
mine hand upon my mouth. I have heard, of 
thee, by the hearing of the ear ; but now mine 
eye seeth thee 2 Wherefore I abhor myself and 
repent in dust and ashes.'* Such are the viewa. 
and feelings of every sinner, who exercises r^-. 
pentance towards God. And without this, re- 
pentance no sinner can be saved. Even the 
elect, as well as the reprobate, except they re-, 
pent, must perish. 

2. That the elect may be saved, they must 
exercise faith towards the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Sinners naturally hate the Lord Jesus Christ as 
much as they hate the Father. And they hate 
the gospel as much as they hate the law* But 
unless they love Jesus Christ and the gospel of 
his gi'ace, they cannot be saved. The holy re- 
pentance of the elect is not the ground of their 
salvation from the eternal punishment which is 
threatened in the law to every sinner* Nor is 
their future obedience any atonement for their 
past transgressions. Nor is the eternity and the 
magnitude of the punishment, which the law 
threatens to sinners^ a sufficient reason for re- 
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leasing transgressors from the pains of eternal 
death. Nor does the benevolence and loving 
kindness of God afford a foundation to hope for 
the forgiveness and salvation of sinneips. ** For 
the wages of sin is death." Every sinner de- 
serves and will for ever deserve the damnation 
of hell. In punishing sinners, with the pains of 
hell for ever, God is holy, just and good. Un- 
less, then, an atonement had been made for sin, 
every one of the hun^^n race must for ever 
have suffered the holy wrath of Almighty God. 
The Lord Jesus ^frist, who is Mmmannelj 
God manifest in the fleshy is the only foundation 
on which God can ever meet and forgive the 
sinner, and admit him into his presence and 
favor. " Other foundation can no man lay, 
than what is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Nei- 
ther is there salvation in any other ; for there is 
none other name under heaven given among 
men by which we must be saved. For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God ; 
being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus ; whom God 
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through the for- 
bearance of God ; to declare his righteousness 
that he might be just, and the justifier of him 
who believeth in Jesus." As the atonement 
for sin, which has been made through the death 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, is the only foundation 
of forgiveness ; so faith in his blood is the only 
condition of salvation. The believing sinner 
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IS saved, not for the merit of his faith, but be- 
cause by faith he receives the Lord Jesus Christ 
and relies upon his blood, which cleanses from 
all sin, for acceptance with God« The sinner, 
who exercises faith towards the Lord Jesus 
Christ, perceives that he is the true God mid 
eternal life. He perceives that by his death 
on the cross, he has made an atonement for sin, 
so that God is most glorious in saving sinners 
through Jesus Christ. Beholding the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ, the hearts of 
the elect are drawn to tlie Saviour, and are uni- 
ted to his holy and blessed name through that 
faith, which worketh by love, purifieth the heart 
and overcometh the world. In coming unto 
God through Jesus Christ the believing sinner 
submits himself, with all his interests, unto the 
holy, sovereign and gracious disposal of his 
Creator. He renounces every selfish interest, 
and engages to love, to obey and to glorify God 
in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. And by faith 
in the truth and grace of God in the blessed 
gospel, believers live to the praise and glory of 
their divine Redeemer. " jBeing justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom also we have ac- 
cess by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God." The 
elect by faith in Jesus Christ obtain the forgive- 
ness of their sins, and they are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation.— 
dmX the final and supreme Judge has declared 
that he who believcth not, shall be damned. — 



im SERMON VIB. 

It is therefore certain that the elect cannot wl 
saved, unless they exercise faith towards tBfe 
Lord Jesus Christ, as well as repentance to* 
wards God, 

3. That the elect may be saved they must 
become perfectly holy. 

From his own rational and moral existence^ 
and from his relations to his Creator and to his 
fellow creatures, every man is bound to love 
God with all his heart and soul, with all his 
mind and strength, and his fellow creatures as 
himself. God enforces the law of nature by 
the whole weight of his supreme authority, and 
by threatening endless wrath to every sinner. 
By the structure of the universe every thing id 
summoned and engaged to oppose, distress and 
destroy unholy creatures. While he is unholy^ 
the sinner's own conscience is armed against his 
peace. It is therefore impossible to devise a 
way, in which sinners can become happy, with- 
out becoming holy. And certainly the glori- 
ous gospel of the blessed God can never afford 
the least allowance to what God hates with 
all his heart and soul, with all his mind and 
strength. Though God in the gospel offers to 
forgive and to save the greatest sinners, yet in 
the gospel he also manifests, in the greatest de- 
gree, his hatred of sin, and his displeasure 
against sinners. Yet many, who profess to be- 
lieve and to love the gospel, suppose they are 
not bound to obey the divine law. But the 
apostle, although he says, "we conclude that 
a man is justified by faith without the deeds of 
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the law ;" yet demands, " Do we tlien make 
void the law through faith ? God forbid ; yea, 
\ye establish the law." The gospel not only 
requires sinners to repent and believe, but it 
. imposes upon every penitent and believing 
I sinner a more powerful obligation to btcome 
j perfectly holy, than ever was imposed by the 
law, which threatens to every sinner the pains 
' of eternal death. The Lord Jesus Christ says 
to his disciples, " Be ye perfect, even as your 
Father, who is in heaven, is perfect." By the 
apostle, the Holy Spirit often requires Christians 
to be perfect in holiness. He says by Peter, 
" As he who hath called you is holy, so, be ye 
jioly in all manner of conversation,, because it 
is written,* be ye holy, for I am holy." The 
gospel, as well as the law, forbids every sin, 
and requires perfect holiness of every person. 
No one of the human race can ever enter into 
heaven, unless he cleanse himself from all the 
filthiness of theflesh,ahd of the spirit. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is called JeSus, because he saves 
his people. from their sins. He " loved the 
church and gave himself for it, that he might 
purify it with the' washing of water by the 
word, that he might present it to himself a 
glorious church, i>ot having six)t, or wrinkle, or 
any such thing, but that it should be holy, and 
without blemish." The apostle says, " Our 
Saviour Jesus Christ gave hmiself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and pu- 
rify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works." To the saints at Ephesus, be 
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writes, " Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ ; according as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy, and without blame before him 
in love." Again he says to Christians, ** Ab- 
stain from every appearance of eviL And the 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I 
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body, 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." The commands, the 
promises, the threatenings, and the exhortations 
which are addressed to Christians in the gospelj 
conspire to prove that they cannot be saved, 
unless they become perfectly holy. Perfect 
holiness is the glory of the salvation, which 
God bestows upon his people. And no one of 
the human race can be saved, unless he be- 
come holy, as God is holy, and pure, even as 
Christ is pure. 

Having shown what tlie elect must do that 
they may be saved, we are now led, 

VL To etiquire why it is certain that they 
will do what is necessary to their salvation. 
In the teict, the Lord Jesus Christ says, " All 
that the Father giveth me, shall come to me ? 
and him that comelh to me, I will in no wise 
cast out." From these words it appear? , thai 
it was certain that all the elect would repent 
and believe on his name. But why is it cer- 
tain ? To this question, it may be answered, 
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; 1. That it h not certain, from the native 
character of the elect. God, .who know3 the 
human heart, has truly described it ia his 
word. It is there written, " G-od saw that the 
wickedi^ess of man was great ia the earth, and 
tliat every imagination of the thoughts of his 
i^eart was only evil continually. What is mao, 
that he should be clean, and he that is born of 
a wqman, that h^ should be righteous ? Be-, 
hold, he putteth no trust in his saints ; yea» 
tlie heavens are not clean in his sigliL How 
much more abominable and filthy is man, who 
drinketh iniquity like water? They are all 

gone aside. They are together become filthy, 
aere is nonq that doetbgood, no, not one. 
The heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and 
madness is in their hearts while they live. The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and despe- 
lately wicked.'* The Lord Jesus Christ said 
to sinners, " Ye will not come to me that ye 
might have life." Again he said, " Ye arc of 
your father, the devU, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do." And again, " They have 
both seen and hated, both me and my Father. 
They have hated me without a cause." This 
description of human depravity is as truly ap- 
plied to the elect before their hearts are renew- 
ed, as ^0 the reprobate. Thougli they have 
natural power to do their duty, yet they have 
no heart to comply with the gospel. They 
hate the Lord Jesus Christ and the glorious 
gospel of his grace, with all their hearts. They 
therefore, constantly refuse to repent of their 
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sins, to believe on his name, and to walk in his 
commandments. From the native character 
of those persons whom God has decreed to 
save, there is ;iot the least reason to hope that 
they will ever do what is necessary to their sal- 
yation. But it is certain that if they are suffer- 
ed to act according to their native disposition^ 
they will for ever reject the counsel of God, 
against them5;el ves, and perish in their sins. 

Nor, 

2. Is it certain that the elect will be saved 
from the means which are used for their salva- 
tion. All the conduct of God towards the chil- 
dren of men, in this state of trial, is well suited 
to lead sinners to repentance.' The blessines 
they enjoy, and the afflictions they suffer, ought 
to awaken their attention and to turn their affec- 
tions to God. The dispensations of divine Pro- 
vidence, in which God is constantly displaying 
liis glorious perfections before their eyes, should 
make a deep inipression on their minds, and 
engage their hearts to love, to adore and to glo* . 
rify his great and holy name. By the instruc- 
tions of his word and the ministry of the gos- 
pel, God beseeches sinners to be reconciled to 
him. By the enjoyment of his favor in life, of 
Ihs presence in death, and his approbation at the 
fmal judgment, and by the eternal glories of 
heaven, God urges sinners to repent, to believe 
and be saved. They are also urged to repent 
and believe the gospel by the present enmity 
and anger of God ygainst sinners, by the ter- 
rors of death, by the condemnation of the final 
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judgment, and by the damnation of bett. 'Sky 
these motives God urges and intreats, warns 
and beseeches sinners to cease to do evil and 
learn to do welL But against all these motives 
they shut their eyes, and harden their hearts, 
and persist in their enmity against God and 
against the Lord Jesu^ Christ. Such is the 
obstinate depravity and malignant wiclcedness 
of the human heart, that no means nor motives 
are sufficient to induce sinners to come unto 
Christ for life. God says to sinners, " I have 
called and ye refused ; I have stretched out my 
hand and no man regarded ; but ye have set 
at nought all my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof.^' Zechariah says of sinners, ^* They 
refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoul- 
der, and stopped their ears that they should not 
hear. Yea, they made their hearts as an ada- 
mant stone, lest they should hear the law, and 
the words which the Lord of Hosts hath sent 
in his Spirit by the former prophets." To the 
saints at Corinth the apostle says, " Who then 
is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers, by 
whom* ye believed even as the Lord gave to 
every man ? I have planted, Apollos watered, 
but God gave the increase. So then neither 
is he that planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth,' but God, that giveth the increase.'' 
From wlmt Godhas said, and from the conduct 
of sinners, it is most evident that iio means^ 
which can be used, are sufficient to lead sinners 
to repentance. By the. very means, which God 
has appointed for the salvation of !w&\^^^\&^ 

v2 
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the reprobate are fitted to destruction. By the 
same means the elect would be fitted for the 
same destruction, unless God were pleased, by 
his sovereign power and grace, to change their 
hearts. Merely from the means, Avhich God 
uses for the salvation of the elect, there is then 
no certainty that even one of the number, that 
he has given to Christ, will ever come to him 
for life. But, 

3. From the decree of God^ it is certain that 
the elect will do what is necessary to their sal- 
vation. God has not only decreed that they 
shall be saved, but he has also decreed that they 
shall repent of their sins, believe on Jesus Christ 
and becom^e perfectly holy. What he has de- 
creed, he is able and willing to effect He says 
unto Christ, *^ Thy people shall be willing in 
the day of thy power." To his chosen [peo- 
ple God says, " A new heart also will I give 
unto you, and a new spirit will I put within you, 
and I will take the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I 
•\Vill put my Spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my 
judgments and do them." To Christians the 
apostle writes, '^ We are bound to give thanks 
always to God for you, brethren beloved of the 
Lord, because God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through sanctification 
of the Spirit and belief of the truth. Where- 
unto he called you by our gospel to the obtain- 
ing of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."—* 
To the saints at Rome he says, ^< And we know 
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that all things work together for good to those 
who love God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording to his purpose. For \vhom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be. con- 
formed to the image of his Son, that he might 
be the first born among many brethren. More- 
over whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called ; and whom he called, them he also jus- 
tified ; and whom he justified, them he also glo- 
rified. What shall we then say to these things ? 
if God be for us, who can be against us ? He 
that spared not his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how shall he not with him. also 
freely give us all things ? Who shall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is God 
that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Christ that died, yea rather that is risen 
again, who is even, at the right-hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us. Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or fam- 
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? Nay, in 
all these things we are more than conquerors, 
tbcough him that loveth us. For I am persua- 
ded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
uor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature shall be ableto separate us 
fnonj the love of God which is in Clu*ist Jesus 
our Lor/i." From the eternal purpose of God, 
who iv^brketh all things after the cotinsel of his 
own will, it is certain that all, whom the Father 
hath given to Christ, shall come to him* Thelt 



176 SERMON VIIL. 

repentance, their faith and their perfection in ^ 
hdiness are secured by the sovereign counsel i 
and tlie eternal and immutable pei^ctions of 
Jehovah. AH therefore whom the Father hath 
given to the Lord Jesus Christ in the cove- 
nant of redemption, and ordained to eternal life, 
shall repent and believe, and be holy and ble$^ 
sed for ever. It may now, 

VII. Be enquired by what means God saves 
those persons, whom he has chosen unto sal- 
vation. 

Though no means ever produce any effect 
without the divine agency, yet God is pleased 
to appoint and to use means to effect his de- 
signs. He has appointed and he employs the 
ministry of the gos^x^l for the conviction, con- 
version, instruction, edification and sanctifica- 
tion of his chosen people. Christ appointed 
and authorised his apostles to go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He then added, '^ He that b^ieveth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.'* By the apostle it is written, 
" For after that, in the wisdom of God, the 
world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe. ''^ Again he says, '* Who- 
soever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they calfCtpon 
him in whom they have not believed ? And how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have 
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not heard ? And how shall they hear widiout a 
preacher ? And how shall they preach except 
they be sent? As it is written, How beauti- 
ful are the feet of them who preach the gospel 
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things? 
So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God." The people of God are 
called, converted, instructed, edified and s^c- 
tified by the ministry of the gospeL Here it 
may be vvell to observe, 

1. That the ministry of the gospel is well 
suited to effect the salvation of the elect. The 
light of truth which shines in the gospel most 
clearly exhibits the perfections of God, and 
the glorv of the divine law, and the depravity 
and lU-aesert of sinners. It exhibits the char- 
acter of Jesus Christ, and the foundation which 
he has laid for the salvation of his people. 
It also exhibits the powerful and gracious 
agency of the Holy Spirit, who renews and 
sanctifies the hearts of the elect. The gospel 
gives all the instruction and makes all the pro- 
vision, which is necessary for the salvation of 
sinners. The light of divine truth, which 
shines in the face of Jesus Christ, docs most 
fully and clearly discover to sinners their sin 
and guilt, their danger and remedy. When 
sinners repent and believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the gospel affords that instruction, con- 
solation and edification, which they need while 
they i^eAain in this state of trial. The perfec- 
tions, tne purposes and the conduct of God, 
as they are exhibited in the gospel of Jesua 
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Chri^t^ are suited to make the deepest impres*. 
sions on the human mind, and to produce in 
the human heart the purest and liveliest affec- 
tions« Well might the apostle say> *' I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ i for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that 
helieveth.'' 

3. God can cause the ministry of the gospel 
to effect the salvation of his people. By nature 
they are the children of Satan. They possess 
his swrit; They love his character. They 
deli{^t in bis service. As he is the father o£ 
lies they choose darkness rather than lighL. 
And though the ministry of the gospel is well 
suited to turn sinners from Satan unto God, 
yet they resist the truth and grace of God in. 
Jesus Chrbt. Many of his chosen people fiw 
years embrace the most dangerous, and perni* 
cious delusions, and practise the most shame- 
ful and ruinous iniquities. In many instances 
they are nearly fitted for final and remedUess 
destruction. Yet God is able to open the 
blindest eyes, to soften the hardest hearts, and 
to quicken the deadest souls. He says» 
*' As the rain coraeth down and the snow from 
heaven and returneth not thither, but watereth 
the earth and maketh it bring forth and bud, 
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater ; so shall my word be, that goeth 
forth out of my mouth. It shall not return un- 
to me void, but it shall accomplisli that which 
I please and prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it,*' The apostle says, " We do not war after 
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the flesh ; for the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God tothepuK 
ling down of strong holds, casting down invagi- 
nations and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing 
into captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ,'^ To Titus he writes, " For we our- 
selves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, liv- 
ing in malice and envy, hateful and hating one 
another. But after that the kindness and love 
of God our Saviour towards man appeared, not 
by works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of tlie 
Holy Spirit ; which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour, that being 
justified by his grace we should be madfe 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life." 
Whatever may be the depravity of their hearts 
and however they may be enslaved by S^ttan, 
God is able by the sword of the spirit, to sub- 
due the hearts of his people and deliver thek 
souls from the power of tne destroyer. 

3. God does effect the salvation of his peo- 
ple by the ministry of the gospel. The ancient 
patriarchs heard of the Saviour and believed on 
his name. The holy prophets predicted his 
appearance and proclaimed the glories of his 
kingdom. By the ministry of the apostles, 
thousands and thousands were called from their 
native darkness into the marvellous light of the 
gospel. Since the days of the apostles, by his 
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ministers, God has been calling, instructing, 
comforting and sanctifying those persons, 
whom he had ordained to eternal life. And 
the gospel will still be preached, until all who 
were given to Christ shall believe on his name 
and be j^repared to be with him, where he is, to 
behold his glory. For the Lord Jesus has pray- 
ed for his people, saying unto the Father, 
." Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy word 
is truth. For their sakes I sanctify myself, that 
they also might be sanctified through the truth. 
Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
also who shall believe on mc through their 
word ; that they all may be one as thou. Fa- 
ther, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in us.'' " When he ascended oh 
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts 
unto men. And he gave some apostles, and 
some prophets, and some evangelists, and 
some pastors and teachers ; for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ ; till we all 
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowl- 
edge of. the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ, who is the head over all things unto 
the church, which is his body, the fulness of 
him that filleth all in all." AaTen. 
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All that the Father gtveth me, shall come to me ; and him th4t 
Cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out. 

JtlAviNC examined the enquiries Which these 
words have suggested to our consideration, it 
is now proposed to consider several objections, 
which may be raised against what has been 
said in the preceding discourses* 

!• It may be objected that such sentiments, 
as have been advanced in these discourses, 
represent God as an imperfect being. Accor- 
ding to these sentiments he hais formed such 
a plan as includes the eternal existence of sin 
and misery ; and without their existence he 
cannot effect his purposes. And what must we 
think of such a being, as cannot do without 
what is most evil and hateful ? Surely he is 
weak, unwise and very imperfect. 

To this objection it may be replied^ 
Sin and misery do exist. They exist among 
the creatures of God. And their existence will 
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be eternal. God must either have intended, or 
opposed their existence ; or respecting their 
existence he must have been indifferent. Will 
you say he is indifferent respecting the exist- 
ence of sin and misery ? What must we think 
of a being, who is indifferent respecting the ex- 
istence of what is most evil and hateful ? If 
God is indifferent respecting the existence of 
evil, what reason have we to conclude that all 
rational creatures will not fall into sin and for 
ever suffer its terrible consequences? What 
reason have we to suppose that he is concerned 
respecting any creature, or action, or event ? If 
we believe that he is indifferent respecting the 
existence of sin and misery, why should we be- 
lieve that he is concerned in the creation, preser- 
vation and government of the universe ? If he 
is not concerned in what most deeply con- 
cerns rational creatures, may we not con- 
clude that he has nothing to do with such crea- 
tures ? And from such a conclusion may we 
not justly infer, that rational creatures are not 
bound to have any thing to do with God ? If 
God cares nothing for us, why should we care 
for him ? Shall we then renounce every profes- 
sion of regard to God, and live by profession, 
as well as m reality, without God in the world ? 
Or if we wish to maintain religious appearan- 
ces, the god of this world has his priests and 
his temples. But if we worship the living and 
true God, we must worship him in spirit and 
in truth. We must worship him as the Crea- 
tor, Preserver and Governor of the universe ; 
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who hath made all things for himself, and who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will, and bringeth glory to his great and holy 
name by every creature, every action and eve- 
ry event. His counsel and his agency are con- 
cerned in whatever exists. As to every crea- 
ture and every thing he feels the deepest and 
liveliest emotions. Ju we do not love and serve 
this God, we love and serve his great enemy. 
Will you then say, that God is indifferent res- 
pecting the existence of evil ? 

But, perhaps, you will say, that God is not 
indifferent respecting the existence of evil, but 
opposes its existence ; and that it exists against 
his desires and his designs. What then do 
you think of that being, who could not prevent 
what he desired and designed to preveltit ? Is 
there a God stronger and wiser than Jehovah ? 
Or will you say that creatures are independent 
of God in their moral exercises, and that from 
the very nature of ratiopal and moral agents, 
they act independently of divine influence, and 
therefore might hav« sinned against the desires 
and designs of God ? If so, then there is no 
security against the universal and eternal sin- 
fulness and misery of rational creatures. If 
God could not prevent the existence of evil, 
though he desired and designed to prevent its 
existence, then he has not the government of 
the universe in his hands. He is not on the 
throne. Why should we ascribe to him the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever ? 
Why docs he demand our love and our service ? 
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Why should we worship him ? From our very 
nature, as rational and moral agents, we are in« 
dependent of divine influence. We live and 
move and have our being without God ; after 
we begin to exist. And so we are now self- 
existent and independent and unaccountable. 
Let us then love, and serve, and worship our- 
selves. For " who is the Almighty that we 
should serve him ?'* He is weak, unwise and 
imperfect, if he opposed, and yet could not 
prevent the existence of evil. 

Will you not, then, O man, believe that the 
Lord, he is Goid ? Will you not believe what 
God has declared ? " The Lord hath made 
all things for himself ; yea, even the wicked 
for the day of evil. I form the light and cre- 
ate darkness ; I make peace and create evil ; I,. 
the Lord, do all these things. He hatb 
mercy on whom he will, and whom he will he 
hardeneth.'' But though God causes evil, it 
never exists for its own sake. From the dark- 
ness, enmity and misery that exist, light and 
love and joy shall arise and shine. From the 
existence of evil the power, the wisdom, and 
the moral perfections of Jehovah will appear in 
the most beautiful and glorious manner. " For 
of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things ; to whom be glory for ever. Amen." 

IL It may be said that these sentiments are 
inconsistent with what God has said on these 
subjects in the holy scriptures. " Have I any 
pleasure at all that the wicked should die^^ 
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saith the Lord God ; and not that he return 
from his ways and live ? As I live, saith the 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
way and live.'* Again it is said, " This is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour, who will have all men to be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth***^ And 
again, ** The Lord is long-suffering towards us, 
^ot willing that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance.' * In vi^w of these 
declarations, can it be supposed that God has 
decreed that a part of mankind shall not return 
from their evil ways, but that they shall persist 
in their sins and die ? Has he decreed that some 
men shall be damned ? That they shall perish 
and never come to repentance ? The doctrines, 
which have been maintained in the preceding 
discourses, contradict the most plain and soU 
emn declarations of God. 

To this objection, it may be replied — God 
commands all his rational creatures to be holy. 
He forbids every sin, and he threatens death to 
every sinner. He requires every person to 
sanctify the sabbath, and to live a life of faith 
and prayer. He expresses a most ardent de- 
sire, that every one of the human race should 
now repent and believe, be holy and be saved* 
Now smce such are the will, the desires, the 
threatenings, the prohibitions and the com-* 
mandments of God, can it be supposed that 
God has decreed that any ^tsiOi^D&^^V^Ns^i^ 
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holy ? But many of the human race are tota^ 
sinfiil and never do what God desires and com- 
mands ; but always do what he has forbidden. 
Some things, then, do exist which are contrary 
to the expressed desires and the preceptive will 
of God. And if so, may not some persons per- 
ish, although God declares that he will have aU 
men to be saved ? Why may not some die, 
although God declares he hath no pleasure in 
the death of him that dieth ? And if things^ 
which are contrary to what God commands, 
and to what he desires, may exist, why may 
not he decree their existence ? It is as incon- 
sistent and as unaccountable for any event, 
which is contrary to the will and to the desires 
of God to exist, as it is for God to decree its 
existence. The truth on this subject is very 
plain, and very easy to be seen. Though ma- 
ny things, which are, in themsefvesy contrary 
to the will and the desires of God, do exist, 
yet nothing ever exists,^ but what God desires 
and chooses and decrees should exist, ail things 
being considered. For he worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will. Though 
God hates every sin and every pain, yet he has 
decreed and he causes their existence. And 
if God may decree and cause the existence 
of what he hates in itfelf, then he may decree 
and cause the death of the sinner, though as 
truly as he lives he has no pleasure in his death. 
He may decree and effect the damnation of 
some men, although he will have all men to be 
s&vcd. And we ha\c ivo moxt i^^^ovv to co». 
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will have all men to be saved ; then we have 
to conclude that no persons profane the Lord's 
day, because God commands every person to 
remember the sabbath day to keep it holy. 
Though God has no pleasure in sin, yet it does 
exist. Though God has no pleasure in the 
death of the sinner, yet the soul that sinneth it . 
shall die. If sin may exist, there is no reason 
why God should not decree its existence^ 
And if the sinner may die, why may not God 
decree his death ? It is as wron^ for God to 
cause the existence of what he bates and forbids^ 
as it is for him to decree its existence. God 
may decree the existence of whatever he may 
cause to exist. And he does decree and cause 
whatever exists. If some things exist, which 
God does not decree and cause, how do we 
know what things he decrees and causes ? And 
how do we know that he decrees and causes 
any thing ? And if he does not decree, nor 
cause any thing, then all things exist inde- 
pendently of God. And if all things exist in- 
dependently of God, what reason is there for 
believing in the divine existence? We may 
as well deny the existence of God, as we may 
deny that his counsel and agency are concern- 
ed in decreeing and efiecting whatsoever comes 
to pass. Will you then deny the existence 
and the perfections of the living and true God ? 
Or will you believe that he has mercy on 
whom he will and tliat whom he will he hardl- 
€ueth ? It is certain that ha xkk^ ^^''^x^^ '^s^^ 
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cause the death of the wicked, though in their 
deadi be has no pleasure. He may and he does 
decree ^d effect the damnation of the repro- 
bate, though he will have all men to be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth, and 
though he is not willing that any should perish, 
.but uiat all should come to repentance. ^^ Unto 
them, who be disobedient the stone which the 
builders disallowed, the same is become the 
head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offence, even to them who stum- 
ble at the word being disobedient ; whereunto 
also they were appointed." 

III. It may be objected that if what has been 
said in these discourses be true, God cannot be 
sincere in the offers which he makes to sinners 
in the gospel. God says, " Look unto me and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth." Christ 
says, " Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." Again 
it is said, " Whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely." But if God has decreed 
that some persons shall not look unto*him for 
salvation, that they sliall not come to Christ for 
rest, and shall not take the water of life, then 
he is not sincere in offering the blessings of the 
gospel to sinners. And who can believe such 
sentiments, as imply that the living and true 
God is not sincere in his dealings with his ra- 
tional creatures ? Who shall presume to accuse 
God of insincerity ? 
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To the objector it may be replied, You do 
-yourself accuse God of insincerity. For you 
say that he is not sincere in his dealings with 
his rational creatures. You say that he is not 
sincere in offering salvation to sinners, if he has 
decreed and if he effects the damnation of a 
part of the human race. But does not God 
freely offer salvation to every sinner to whom 
the gospel is preached ? Yet it is written, " He 
hath blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts 
that they should not see with their eyes, nor 
understand with their heart, and be converted, 
and I should heal them." Agaiu, "As it is 
written, God hath given them the spirit of 
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and 
ears that they should, not hear.** And again, 
•^ There are certain men crept in unawares, who 
tvere before of old ordained unto this condem- 
nation.'' You have before you the offer of life, 
which God makes to sinners. You have also 
the account of his hardening and fitting sinners 
for the destruction to which they were appoint* 
ed. Now will you say that God does not de- 
cree and effect the destruction of sinners ? If 
you do say so, you deny what he has plainly 
declared. Will you say that if he does decree 
and effect their destruction, he is not sincere in 
offering salvation to those persons whom he 
hardens and destroys ? But he does offer salva- 
tion to the very persons whom he hardens and 
destroys. And are you prepared to accuse 
God of insincerity in offering salvation to the 
reprobate, whom he appoints and fits to dc* 
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struction ? " He that reproacheth God, let him 
answer it." You cannot truly deny that God 
hardens the reprobate. How often did God de- 
clare that he would harden, and that he had 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh, that he should 
not let the children of Israel go from Egypt ! 
Yet he commanded that reprobate to let the 
qhildren of Israel go, and judged and punished 
and destrwed him for refusing to obey his com- 
mands. Do you say God could not be sincere 
in commanding Pharaoh to do what he caused 
him not to do ? But God did cause Pharaoh to 
disobey his own commands. Will you then 
accuse God of insincerity in the commands he 
addresses to the reprobate ? You may as weU 
accuse God of insincerity in his commands a^ 
in his o£fers to sinners. But why is your eye 
evil, because God is good ? Why do you 
choose darkness rather than light ? Why do 
you call God a liar, when you are by Yiature a 
child of Satan, who is the father of lies ? 0\ 
that you would see and love the truth ! For it 
is most easy and pleasant to be seen. God 
commands every sinner, whether elect or rep- 
robate, to repent. And every sinner ought to 
obey every command of God ; for his law is 
holy, just and good. I?i itself God de$ires 
the eternal holiness of every ratipnal creature. 
He is therefore sincere, when in his com- 
mands he expresses what he desires, and what 
every sinner ought to do. As God is sincere 
in the commands, so it is easy to see that he 
is sincere in the offers he addresses to the rep- 
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robate. God is not bound to cause sinners 
to accept the salvation he offers in the gosj^el. 
Nor does the offer imply that he intends it 
shall be accepted. If God desires the salva- 
tion of the reprobate, in itsel/l he may truly 
express his desires, and may sincerely offer 
the blessings of the gospel to the non-elect, 
though all things being considered, he may 
have decreed their destruction. If God always 
bestows the blessings he offers when they are 
accepted ; how does it appear that he is not 
sincere in offering salvation to the reprobate, 
though he has decreed that they shall not ac- 
cept the offer ? From what God has said, it is 
certain that if the reprobate will only repent 
and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, they 
shall be saved. That they ought to repent and 
believe on his name is as evident as it is that 
they ought not to sin. If then the reprobate 
will only do their duty, they shall be forgiven 
and saved. God as sincerely desires their sal- 
vation, as he desires the salvation of the elect. 
And the reprobate shall be saved, if they will 
only comply with the conditions on which the 
elect obtain salvation. Will they, then, who 
reject the salvation of the gospel and destroy 
their own souls, think to accuse God and ex- 
cuse^themselves by saying he is not sincere in 
offering salvation to the reprobate ? O sinners, 
sinners, sinners ! how often would the Lord 
Jesus Christ have gathered you, even as a hen 
gethereth her chickens under her wings, and 
ye would not come to him for life ! You reject 
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the gracious counsel of God against yourselves* 
When you have completed the measure of 
your sins, his wrath shall come upon you to the 
uttermost. As God is sincere in offering you 
salvation, so vou shall know that he is sincere 
in threatening damnation to the vessels of wrath, 
whom he appoints and fits for destruction. 

IV. It may be. objected that according to the 
preceding discourses God is an unjust being* 
One person he forms into a vessel of mercy, 
and causes him to be an object of his love and 
favor for ever. But another person he forms 
into a vessel of wrath, and causes him to be 
for ever an object of his hatred and displeasure. 
To some persons he gives eternal life, though 
they are as sinful and guilty as others on whom 
he inflicts the pains of eternal death. It seems 
then that we are to be treated according to his 
sovereign pleasure and not according to our 
virtue and good actions. According to such 
sentiments God is an unjust and cruel tyrant. 
Who can believe such sentiments as impeach 
the justice of God? " Shall not the judge of 
all the earth do right ? 

To this objection it may be* answered, 
In forming characters God exercises neither 
justice nor injustice. In the creation of moral 
agents and in the formation of their characters 
God exercises his sovereignty. He has a right 
to create as many rational beings and to give 
to every one such natural faculties and such a 
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has a right to do as he pleases ; for he always 
pleases to do right. He is as holy, wise and 
good in creating unholy beings as he is in ere- 
afmg holy beings. That God creates unholy 
as well as holy beings, is evident from his own 
words. • He says^ ** I form the light and create 
darkness ; I make peace and create evil $ I, the 
Lord, do all these things^" He ialso says* 
" Wo unto him that striveth with bis maker 1 
Let the potsherds strive with the potsherds of 
the earth. Shall the clay say to him that fashw 
ioneth it, What makest thou ? or thy work, he 
hath no hands ? Wo unto him that saith unto 
his father, what begettest thou ? Or to the 
woman> what hast thou brought forth ?" 
Again, it is written, " Hath not the potter pow- 
er oyer the clay of the same lump to tnake me 
Vessel unto honor and ai>other unto dishon^ 
or ?" Now, ^* O mauj who art thou, that re- 
pliest against God ? Shall the thing formed say 
to him that formed it, why hast thou made me 
thus V^ Will you accuse God of injustice- in 
creating rational beings, and in forming their 
moral characters according to his holy and 
sovereign pleasure ? 

But if he be not unjust id forming human 
characters^ yet the objector supposes that he is 
unjust in treating human beings according 1k> 
the representation which has been given in the 
preceding discourses. It is objected that God 
is unjust, if he pardons and saves such person^ 
as are more guilty than others whom he punish)^ 

« 
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es. It is believed that, in many instances, 
God does forgive and save such persons as are 
more guilty than others,* whom he punishes in 
the endless torments of hell. But God infligts 
on those persons whom^he- punishes nothing 
but what they deserve to suffer. For every 
one of the human race has broken flie law^ 
which is holy, just and good, and deserves the 
pains of endless death. For it is written, 
" The soul, that sinneth, it shall die. The 
wages of sin is death. Cursed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in the 
book of the law to do them." Since all man- 
Itind deserve the curse of the law, God would 
not have been unjust, if they had been punish- 
ed with the endless torments of hell. Nor has 
any one of the human race, on account of his 
virtue and good actions, the least claim upon 
God for the least fayor. For, no one has any 
virtue, or performs any good actions, until he 
is renewed by the special grace of the Holy 
Spirit. Who then can demand of God eternal 
life on the ground of justice ? Who can be jus- 
tified by the deeds of the law ? According to 
the scriptures every one of mankind has sinned 
and every sinner deserves the curse of the law. 
And God might hav£ decreed, without the least 
inju'stice to any sinner, that the whole world 
should be lost. Who then shall accuse God of 
injustice, though in his great mercy in Jesus 
Christ, he is pleased to save some of the great- 
est sinners, while he punishes other sinners 
according to their deserts ? Though God in 
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his sovereign grace in Christ Jesus should re- 
new and forgive, sanctify and glorify the great- 
est sinner and harden and punish the least sinner 
in hell for ever, h^ would do no injustice to the 
sinner that should be so punished. As God 
would not be unjust if he should punish all man- 
kind for ever, he is not unjust in punishing a 
part of the human race. And as he is not un- 
just in inflicting punishment on the reprobate, 
he is not unjust in decreeing that they shall 
be punished^ For it is no worse for God to 
decree what he does, than it is for him to do 
what he decrees. And if God be not unjust 
in punishing sinners, he is not unjust in fitting 
the vessels of wrath for destruction. 

V. According to these sentiments it may be 
said that God is partial. Though it be admit- 
ted that he is not unjust in the damnation of the 
reprobate, as all mankind deserve the damna- 
tion of hell, yet as all are equally unworthy and 
guilty, if God were impartial he would treat all 
human beings in the same manner. But if he 
exalt some persons to heaven, and abase others 
to hell, he is very partial and is a respecter of 
persons. And partiality in any being is very 
hateful and criminal. Can we then believe that 
God is such a being ? To Cornelius and his 
friends, Peter said, " Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons." And Paul 
says to the saints at Rome, " There is no res. 
pect of persons with God.'' 



In reply to this objection it tnay be asked, 
"What enabled Peter to perceive of a truth 
ihat God is no respecter of persons ? It wa^i 
because God heard the prayers, and accepted 
the alms of die devout Cornelius, a Romai;! 
Centurion, as readily as if he had been a Jew« 
Peter therefore said, " Of a truth I perceive 
that God is no respecter of persons ; but in 
•every nation he that feareth God and worketh 
•righteousness, is accepted with him.^^ In this 
holy and impartial manner, God has alwaya 
JBonducted towards human creatures^ He said 
even to Cain, ^^ If thou doest well shalt thou 
>iiot be accepted ? and if thou doest not well» 
r$in lieth at the door.^ God has always ap« 
proved and accepted of such persons as have 
;done well, and he hsui always disapjM'oved and 
Injected such persons as have done evil, wheth* 
.er they were Jews or Gentiles, bond or free,^ 
young or old, high or low, rich or poor, learned 
or ignorant, elected or reprobated. He then ia 
no respecter of persons^ but he treats every per* 
son according to his real character and conduct^^ 
The apostle writes to the saints at Rome, 
^* God will render to every man according to 
his deeds, to them who by patient continuance 
in well doing seek for glory and honor and im* 
mortality, eternal life. But unto them who 
^re contentious and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, indignation and wradi, 
tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man 
that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the 
Qrcck ; but glory, houor and i^Q^Qe to every 
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man that worketh good ; to the Jew first, and 
also to the Gentile •/" for there is no respect of 
persons with God." From these wcwds you 
jnay easily see what b meant when it is said, 
God is no respecter of persons. It is meant 
that he does not, through partiality or a respect 
of persons, approve or reward any persons who 
.do wrong, nor condemn nor punish any persons 
who do right* But you will say he renews and 
sanctifies and glorifies one person, while anoth^ 
er person who is no more sinful and guilty, he 
blinds and hardens and destroys* He makes 
one person holy and beautiful, blessed and glo- 
rious, while he makes another person unholy* 
and hateful, accursed and debased. It is even 
so. Do .you then conclude that God is partial ? 
You may as well conclude that he is partial 
because he makes among his creatures the least 
difference. But do you suppose that God is 
partial because he has made you a man and not 
a worm ? or because he has created you a 
man and not an angel ? Is he partial because he 
has created the angels holy, and not unholy 
creatures ? or is he partial because he has 
caused you to be an unhd^, and not a holy be-* 
ing ? Would he be partial if he should now 
renew your heart and cause you to be holy ; 
although he should not renew and sanctii^ 
another person, who is not more sinful and 
guilty than yourself ? Do you reply, If God 
does not make such differences among his cresn- 
tures from partially, why does be cause such 
differences to exist ? No doubt for the wisest 
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and best of reasons. For God is wise and good 
as well as sovereign ariU powerful. And ht 
has plainly taught us why he effects and decrees 
the destruction of the reprobate, and the salva- 
tion of the elect. By saving the elect, and by 
destroying the reprobate, God makes the great- 
est difference which can exist between rational 
creatures. But this difference is not made be- 
cause one is a Jew, and another a Gentile, be- 
cause one is an European, and anotlver an Afri- 
can, nor because one has sinned more or less 
than another, nor because onie is rich, and 
another poor, nor because one is learned, and 
another ignorant, nor because God has a par- 
tial fondness for one person, and no proper re- 
gard for another, nor because God is. arbitrary 
and tyrannical in his decrees, or in his conduct. 
For God is holy, just and good, and so are all 
his decrees, and so is all his conduct. He de- 
crees and effects the salvation of the elect, and 
the destruction of the reprobate, because he is 
impartial, and no respecter of persons ; be- 
cause he is good, and doeth good, and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works ; because he 
regards the glory of his own holy and blessed 
name, and the highest holiness and happiness 
of created beings. Sinners do not oppose the 
doctrine of the divine decrees, because they 
represent God as a partial being, but because 
his decrees are impartial. If God would shew 
a partial regard to the selfish feelings, and the 
selfish interests of the wicked, they would be 
wellpkascA. But because he is strictly iro- 
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partial, and regards the dearest and best inter- 
ests of the universe, and has no partial regard 
to any selfish interest, selfish and partial sin- 
ners are displeased, and accuse God of .posses- 
sing such a sinful and hateful character as they 
themselves possess. Thus, in accusing God, 
they condemn themselves. How true are the 
words of Solomon, ** The lips of a fool will 
swallow up himself!" 

VI. The objector may now say, if God be 
not partial, yet according to these sentiments 
he is certainly destitute of benevolence. He 
is a most malicious and hateful being. What 

. man would treat his children, or the worst crea- 
ture, as God treats mankind, if these senti- 
ments be true ? How can a person, who has 
the least degree of reason or common sense, 
ever believe such doctrines ? If I thought they 

, were true, I should be distracted. I will not 
allow myself to think of such shocking senti- 
ments. If these doctrines are true, how do I 
know but that God Jias decreed to damn my 
soul in hell ? How can I ever love a being, who 
hates me, and who will punish me with the 
devils and damned spirits for ever ? Such a 
being is most hateful. And can I think that 
God is such a being ? If be is, he does not 
possess the least goodness. 

It may be replied, 

Consider, my dear fellow creature, your owi> 
character. The whole difficulty may. exist ia 
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}rour own hearU Are you not by nature like 
the rest of your fellow creatures ? Does not the 
whole world lie in wickedness ? Were we not 
bom sinners ? Are we not wise to do evil,, 
while to do good we have no knowledge ? Are 
not our hearts full of evil, and are they not fully 
ftet in us to do evil ? Do we not roll sin as a 
sweet morsel under our tongues ? Do we not 
drink iniquity like water ? Do we not say unto 
God, '^ Depart from us, for we desire not the 
knowledge of thy ways ? Who is the Almighty 
that we should serve him, and what profit shaB 
we have if we pray unto him ?*' Do we not 
possess the carnal mind, which is enmity against 
God ? for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. May not what the Lord 
Jesus Christ said to sinners, be truly said to us ? 
** Ye are of your father, the devil, and the lusts 
of your father ye will do. He was a murdere]^ 
from the beginning and abo^ not in the truth,, 
because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie he speaketh of his own, for he is a 
liar and the father of it. And because I tell 
you the truth, ye believe me not." Have we 
not both seen and hated both Jesus Christ and 
the Father ? Have we not hated him without a 
cause ? Do we not call evil good and good evil ? 
Do we not put darkness for light and light for 
darkness ? Do we not caU bitter sweet and 
sweet bitter ? Do we not hate the living and 
true God, his law, hb decrees and his holy con- 
duct ? Are not the doctrines, which we hate and 
reject in the pride and f<^y» the vanity and 



SKRMOKIX. 391 

wickedness of our hearts, the true doctrines of 
the gospel ? Let us be humble* Let us be en* 
quiring and teachable* Let us' pray eamestlj* 
for the Holy Spirit, Let us read the holy bible 
with deep concern and reverence. Let us take 
heed unto ourselves, lest under some odious 
name we reject the pure and precious doctrines 
of the gospel. There is o«e " whose coming' 
is after the working of Satan with all power and 
signs, and lying wonders, and with au deceiva- 
bleness of unrighteousness in them that perish ; 
because they received not the love of the truth 
that they might be saved. And for this cause 
God shall send them strong delusion that they 
should believe a lie; that they all might be dam« 
ned who believe not the truth, but have pleasure 
)n unrighteousness/' Our hearts are by nature 
deceitful above all things and desperiately wick* 
ed. We may deceive and destroy ourselves* 
We may deceive and destroy our fellow crea- 
tures. But woe be unto us ! if we listen to the 
destroyer* Woe be unto us ! if we reject thq 
living and true God and Jesus Christ whom he 
hath sent. Woe be unto us I if we hate the de- 
crees of God ; if we condemn his holy law ; if we 
despise the gospel of his grace ; if we accuse 
his conduct in having mercy on whom he will 
have mercy, and hardening whom he will I 
Woe, woe, woe be unto us J if we destroy the 
souls of our fellow creatures by spreading the 
poison of error and opposition to the truth as it 
is in Jesus, Consider then, ray dear fellow 
cfeature, by the sorrows of hell and the joyi^ 
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of heaven, youareintreatedto consider your oXvn 
character and conduct. Have you been bom 
of the Spirit ? Have you been called from dark- 
ness into marvellous light ? Have you been 
quickened and made alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ ? Does the spirit of love, of truth, 
of grace, of peace and joy dwell and reign in 
your heart? While you profess your hatred of 
the. plain and solemn doctrines of tlic gospel ; 
while you hate the ];ioly, sovereign and glorious 
Creator, Preserver and Governor of the universe ; 
.while you hate his decrees ; while you hate his 
conduct ; O what is the sin and the folly, the 
madness and the depravity of your heart ! But 
you may yet escape the damnation of hell. — 
Humble yourself therefore under the mighty 
jiand of God, and give glory to his name. Re- 
pent of your sins and believe on the Lord Jesus 
.Christ, and you shall be saved. But, if you 
will not hear and love and obey the truth, con- 
sider that, " he that being often reproved har- 
deneth his neck shall suddenly be destroyed, 
and that without remedy.'^ 

Vn, It is sometimes objected that if these 
doctrines be true, the elect will be saved what- 
ever they may do. If we are elected we shall 
certainly be saved. And we may as well never 
read as read the holy scriptures. We may as 
well never attend as attend the ministry of the 
gospel. We may as well be careless and in- 
dulge ourselves in errors and wickedness, as be 
anxious for our souls, search for the truth and 
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avoid sin. If we are elected^ it is no matter 
. what we do for we shall certainly be saved. 

* 

To this objection it may be replied, 
Solomon says, " Answer a fool according to 
his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit." 
It is believed the objector will have no reason 
to complain, if he be answered according to 
this direction of Solomon. You may then 
be told with as much truth and reascJn as there 
is in the objection, that if it is decreed you shall 
finish the reading of this book you will certain- 
ly do it, though you now close the book and 
never read another word in it. When you 
propose to visit your friends, if it is decreed 
that you shall make the visit, you will certainly 
do it, though you never go from home. If you 
have any work to do and it is decreed that you 
shall do it, you will certainly do it, though you 
take no thought about it. But if it be decreed 
that you shall not do it, the work will not be 
done though you should do it. If it be decreed 
how long you shall live, you can live no longer, 
and die no sooner, than the appointed time, 
whatever you may do. If then you put an end 
to your life to-day, you will live the time ap- 
pointed, though it was decreed that you should 
live many years from the present time. If God 
has decreed all things, every thing will be as he 
has decreed, and it is no matter what we do. 
We may as well take no care of ourselves, or 
put an end to our lives, as labor fori their sup- 
port. Since God has foreordained M'hatsoever 
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comes to pass, all things will come to peM 
«as he has foreordained, though nothing evet* 
takes place. 

But Splomon also says, " Answer not a fbol 
according to his folly, lest thou be found like 
unto him." Agreeably to this direction it 
may be replied, The objection resembles the 
mis-representations of Satan. He said unto 
the Lord Jesus Christ, " If thou be the Son of 
God, castthyself down ; for it is written, He 
shall give his angels charge concerning thee,* 
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at 
any time thou shalt dash thy foot against a 
stone." Satan here quoted a sentence from 
the ninety-first psalm. But of the sentence he 
professed to quote, he omitted these impor- 
tant words, ** To keep thee in all thy ways." 
These words were omitted, because they show 
the folly and the falsehood of his temptatiom 
If Christ had cast himself from the temple he 
would have gone from his ways and would 
have sinned and been destroyed. It w^s Avrit- 
ten, he shall give his angels charge over thee 
to keep thee in all thy ways," It was not 
written that the angels were charged to keep 
Christ, if he did not keep thfc way of duty. Id 
his subtle temptation Satan declared only a 
part of the truth and he declared it in such a 
manner that what he said was false. In the ob* 
jection only a part of the doctrine of election 
is stated. Let this doctrine be truly and fairly 
stated and this mighty objection vanishes* 
Por according to tliis doctrine God has decreed 
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that the elect shall repent of their sins, believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and become i>erfectly 
holy through the ministry of the gospel. 
Where then is the foundation of thi^ objection 
to the doctrine of election ? Who can, with 
the least truth or reason, oppose this doctrine ; 
For whom God foreknew ne also did predesti- 
nate to be conformed to the image of his Son. 
They who were chosen inChrist Jesus before the 
foundation of the world, were chosen that they 
should be holy and without blame before him in 
love. The elect then will read the holy scrip- 
tures. They will attend the ministry of tlie 
gospel. They will be anxious for their 
salvation. They will search for the truth. 
They will hate and avoid every sin. They 
will be holy and beautiful, they will be blessed 
and glorious for ever ; *' being predestinated 
according to tlie purpose of him who worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own will." 

VIII. It IS sometimes objected that if these 
sentiments be true, then whatever the non-elect 
may do, they will certainly be lost. Though 
they should do ever so well, yet God has de- 
creed that they shall be destroyed. There are 
then no motives for doing our duty. But in 
his word, God calls to every person to repent 
and believe the gospel. And he offers and 
promises salvation to every penitent and believ- 
ing sinner. But if God has decreed that a part 
of mankind shaU be damned, if we are oftliis 
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Dumber we shall be damned, whatever we may 
do. 

To the objector it may be answbred, 
If you are of the number, which God has 
decreed to destroy, what is it certain, that you 
will do ? Is it certain that you will do your du- 
ty ? Is it certain that you will repent of your 
sins, believe the gospel and become holy ? I3 it 
certain that you w ill ever do right in one in- 
staiice ? Is it certain that you will ever perform 
one holy action, or have one holy desire ? If 
you arc one of the reprobate, is it not certain 
that you will never perform one holy action, 
and never have one holy desire ? Though God 
commands and intreats you tp repent and be- 
lieve the gospel, though he offers to forgive all 
your sins, and to grant you his favor through 
life, his presence in death, and the exceeding 
and eternal weight of heavenly glory, if you 
will only cease to do evil, and learn to do well ; 
yet if you are not one of the elect, you will re- 
fuse to hear and to obey the kind and gracious 
voice of your God and Saviour. Though God 
every moment threatens his wrath against you, 
though he denounces a curse upon your per- 
son, your property, and all your enjoyments, 
though you will be accursed in death, and con- 
demned at the judgment of the great day, 
though you shall be tormented in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimstone for ever, ex- 
cept you repent and believe the gospel ; yet, 
if you are one of the reprobate, you- will cer- 
tainly persist in sin all your life ; you will die 
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in your sins, and you will blaspheme the great 
and the holy name of Jehovah for ever and ev- 
er ! If you are orte of the reprobate, you will 
despise the riches of the divine goodness and 
forbearance and long suffering, not J:nowing 
that the goodness of God leadeth to repentance. 
If you are one of the reprobate, after your hard- 
ness and impeniteht heart, you will treasure un- 
to yourself \v»ath, against the day of wrath and 
revelation of th^ righteous judgment of God, 
who will render indignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and anguish unto every soul of man that 
doeth evil. If God has decreed that you shall 
be damned, he has also decreed that you shall 
be fitted for damnation. And he will blind 
your eyes, he will harden your heart, and he 
will deaden your soul. He will form you into , 
a vessel of wrath, and fit you for that perdition 
by which he intends to show his wrath, and 
make his power known. If you are one of the 
reprobate, you will be for ever unholy and hate- 
ful, accursed and tormented. Nor wilt one of 
your fellow creatures be able to say a word in 
your favor, or a word against God ; when he 
shall destroy your soul. In the judgment of 
the great day, your own mouth shall be shut. 
You will then be obliged to justify God in de- 
creeing and effecting your destruction. You 
will then be obliged to condemn yourself for 
rejecting the Lord Jesus Christ, and for des- 
troying your own soul. If you are one of the 
reprobate, you may learn what awaits yoti by 
reading the histories of Cain, Pharaoh, and Ju«> 
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das. If you are one of the rei^x>bate, you know 
"die sentence, which you shall hear against 
yourself from the moutli of your judge, in the 
OTeat day of judgment. For the Lord Jesus 
Christ will then say unto all the reprobate, 
'* Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
?f re prepared for the devil and his angels." 

IX. By some persons it is objected, that 
these sentiments are unfavorable topie^and 
morality. It is said thev disturb the peace of 
families and societies. They make divisions 
in churches, and among the professors of reli- 
.gion. They perplex the minds of enquiring 
and convinced sinners. They disturb young 
converts, and sometimes damp the zeal and 
fervor of a religious revival. These doctrines, 
therefore, are of an unhappy tendency, and lead 
to impiety and immorality. 

In reply to this objection it may be asked, 
. Who are the most violent opposers of these 
sentiments? Are they the most moral and 
pious petsons ? And are they, who most fully 
and firmly believe these sentiments, the most 
immoral and impious ? Are the ministers who 
believe and preach these sentiments, usually 
worldly in their spirit, and immoral in their 
conduct, and destitute of evangelical piety ? 
Are not the careless and profane, the worldly 
and prayerless, the self-righteous and the ^elf- 
deceived, the formalist and the hypocrite, the 
Jberetic and the infidel, the most fix^d and vio- 
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leiit enemies of these sentiments ? If these doe^^ 
trines disturb ' the peace of families and socie- 
ties, do they not produce the very effects, which 
were produced by the doctrines of Christ and 
the apostles, and the most thoroughy faithful 
and devout ministers and Christians in every 
age of the church ? If these doctrines cause 
divisions in churches and among the professors 
of religion, why do you charge these divisions 
upon the friends, rather than upon the enemies 
of these doctrines ? If all the chiu'ches^ anti 
all the professors of Christianity, and all the 
professed ministers of the Lord Jesus Christy 
loved God and his law, and his decrees, and hia 
conduct ; would they be divided by these sen- 
timents, which give the fullest and brightest 
view of the divine glory ? Are not these doc- 
trines chiefly opposed by worldly and carnal 
churches, by false and unholy professors, by 
wicked and unfaithful ministers ? It is agreed 
that these doctrines perj^lex the minds of awa- 
kened and convinced sinners. Such sinners 
are always perplexed with truth and duty, un- 
til their hearts are humbled, and they become 
obedient and submissive unto God, wlio hath 
m^rcy on whom he will have mercy, and har- 
deneth whom lie will harden. ^* The way of 
the wicked is as darkness ; they know not at 
what they stumble. They grope at noon day 
as in the night, and they grope as if they had 
no eyes." But it is objected that these senti- 
ments disturb young converts. Young con- 
verts desire, and they greatly need instruction. 

&2 
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When these doctrines are plainly and fully 
taught, they delight and nourish the hearts of 
young converts. Young converts and other 
Christians always feel uneasy and restless until 
their minds are informed and established in the 
great and blessed doctrines of the gospel. If 
respecting these doctrines, the minds of young 
converts are troubled, tliey are troubled by 
those false teachers and false professors, ^vho 
practise ^^ the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness by which they lie in wait to deceive." 
Such persons misrepresent the true doctrines 
pf the g03pel, and wrest the scriptures to their 
own destruction, and to the grief of pious 
souls, who are so unhappy as to be ensnared 
by their subtlety, and affected by their poison- 
ous and pernicious influence. 

If these doctrines damp the zeal and fervor 
of religious revivals, it is of such revivals as 
resemble the flames of hell, where there is 
much heat, but no light. If these doctrines 
are abused and perverted, if they are opposed 
and misrepresented, the unhappy effects are 
not to be charged against the doctrines, nor 
against the Holy Spirit who reveals these doc- 
trines in the blessed bible, but they are to be 
charged to the ignorance and the errors,, the 
folly and the wickedness of their enemies and 
opposers. " If our gospel be hid, it is hid to 
them who are lost, in whom th^ god of this 
world hath blinded the eyes of them who be- 
lieve not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christy who is the image of God| should shine 
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linto them." Why do they, who are thus 
blinded by Satan, and led captive by him at his 
will, pretend that the great doctrines of the gos- 
pel arc unfavorable to piety and morality ? 
What is our professed love to God, our devo- 
tion and our piety, while we are ignorant of his 
Eerfections, of his designs, his decrees, hb law,, 
is gospel and his conduct ? Without the true 
knowledge of God, true piety never exists. 
While ignorant of God, what b our professed 
repentance towards God ? While ignorant of 
the I^ord Jesus Christ, what is our professed 
faith in his name? Without repentance and 
feith, what is our morality, our benevolence, 
and our compassion towards our fellow crea- 
tures ? To many persons, who think highly of 
their piety and morality, the words of the Lord 
Jesus Christ may be truly applied : " Woe un- 
to you, scribes, pharisees, hypocrites t For ye 
are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead men's bones and of all uncleanness. Even 
so ye outwardly appear righteous unto men^ 
but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniqui-. 
ty." But they, who are taught, and who re- 
cefve the pure doctrines of the gospel, are 
humbled into an holy obedience and submis- 
sion to the Lord their God and Saviour.—* 
While they behold the glory of the divine per- 
fections, decrees and conduct, in the &ce of 
Jesus Christ, their love is pure and fervent; 
their repentance thorough and permanent ; and 
their fiiidi lively and powerful. By the great 
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doctrines of the gospel, their minds are fixed 
on God in Christ Jesus> and all the graces of 
the Spirit are excited and strengthened in then* 
liearts. . And these divine graces shine in every 
expression of love to God, and love to man ; 
in all the deeds of piety and morality* The 
elect are able truly to say, " We all, with open 
&ce, beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image, from 

flory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord, 
or God, who commanded the light to shine obt 
of darkness, hath shined into our hearts to 
give us the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ." Amen. 
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AH tiiat the Father i^veth me, shall come to me; and him that 
Cometh to me» I will in no wise casfout. 

XT is now proposed to mention some reflec- 
tionsy which arise from what has been said in 
the preceding discourses. 

BE7LECTI01IS. 

!• The doctrine of election is an essential 
doctrine of the gospel. 

It is closely connected with the fundamen* 
tal articles of natural ^jnd revealed religion. 
It results from the perfections of God, and it 
gives the fullest and clearest view of the divine 
glory. To the eternal purpose of God to re* 
deem his chosen people must be traced the 
gift of the Saviour, and the atonement which 
he has made for sin by his death on the cross* 
When the Saviour is given, and the atonement 
made, and the gosipel published, and salvation 
freely oflered to sinners, the doctrine of elec^ 
tion lays the only foundation of hope for the 
salvation of immortal souls. They therefore 
who understand the bible, clearly perceive that 
this doctrine is one of the principal and distin^ 
guisliing articles of the Christian faith. Accor-f 
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dingly the Protestant churches have inserted 
this doctrine in their public creeds. The rcr 
formed churches in Europe, and the regular 
churches in America, plainly and fully profess 
in their standards of faith to believe the doc- 
trine of election. Though it has been con- 
stantly opposed by every generation of shiners, 
it IS at this day most firmly believed and most 
plainly taught by the faithful in Christ Jesus. 
Even they, who deny this doctrine, sometimes 
perceive that they cannot be consistent witb 
themselves unless they deny the whole system 
of divine truth. Hence it is often said that the 
preaching of this doctrine always makes Deists. 
This doctrine, when it is plainly preached, is seen 
to be connected with every Christian doctrine. 
They, therefore, who deny this doctrine, if they 
would be consistent, ^re obliged to deny all the 
essential doctrines of Christianity, and to be- 
come disbelievers of divine revelation. It is 
not however true that the preaching of this 
doctrine makes deists. We are by nature in- 
fidels. And many, who ignorantly imagine 
they believe the bible, while in their natural 
state, yet deny its doctrines when they are tru- 
ly and plainly preached and prove themselves 
to be infidels in their hearts. To preach this 
doctrine gives the hearers an opportunity to 
shew what they do believe. And it proves 
that many persons who profess to believe the 
bible do not believe the system of divine truths 
which it contains, and of which the doctrine of 
election is a fundamental and essential article^ 
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II. The doctrine of election is a very plain 
doctrine. It is fully revealed and plainly 
taught in fhe holy scriptures. It accords with 
the perfections of God, with the character and 
conditions of human beings, and with all the 
doctrines and duties of Christianity. This 
doctrine is as plain as the other doctrines of 
thiB bible. The reasons of the doctrine are ve- 
ry evident and very important. The same 
reasons which induced God to create angels 
and men and to give liis Son to die on the 
cross, and to send the Holy l^irit to renew and 
sanctify the hearts of sinners, induced him to 
decree that a certain part of mankind should 
be saved. What persons God has decreed to 
save is not revealed. No one can know that 
he is elected, until he repents of his sins, be- 
lievs on the Lord Jesus Christ, and professes 
the character which God has decreed to give 
to the ^lect. Nor can any person know that he 
is not elected, while he continues in this life, 
unless he knows that he has committed the un- 
pardonable transgression. But that God has 
decreed that a certain part of mankind shall be 
saved is as plainly taught and as easily under-* 
stood as any doctrine in the bible. It is there- 
fore a very plain doctrine. It is so plainly 
taught and so easily understood that even sin- 
ners, who choose darkness rather than light, 
usually perceive how it affects their interests. 
If they did not understand this doctrine, they 
would not oppose it ; nor would they be dis- 
turbed when it is preached. 
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III. The dbctrine of election affords good 
reasons for using the means of salvation. If 
God had not decreed that a part of mankind 
shall be saved, there would be no reason to 
expect the least benefit from preaching or hear- 
ing the gospel. But since God has decreed to 
save a vast multitude of the human race^ 
through the ministry of the gospel, it is certain 
that the preaching and hearmg of the gospel 
will be productive of eternal and infinite bene- 
fits- It is easy to perceive the connection be- 
tween the means and the end which is to be 
effected by the appointed means. And it is easy 
to perceive the propriety and necessity of using 
the appointed means to gain the proposed end. 
If God intends that men shall be rich through 
industry, and healthy through temperance, 
then there is a good reason for being mdustri* 
ous and temperate. If God decreed to save 
Noah by means of the ark, then there was a 
good reason for building the ark. If God de- 
creed to effect the independence of the United 
States, by the patriotism of Washington, and 
the bravery of the American army, then Wash- 
ington and the army were necessary and im- 
portant. And if God means to save his peo- 
ple by the ministry of the gospel, then it is 
necessary and important to preach and to hear 
the word of God. Accordingly they, who 
have most clearly understood and most firmly 
believed the doctrine of election, have been 
the most faitliful and diligent in using with 
their fellow creatures the appointed means of 
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salvation. The Lord Jesus Christ Wflieved 
and taught the doctrine of election ; and what 
has he not done and suffered for the salvation 
of his chosen people ? The apostles believed 
and taught the doctrine of election ; and what 
men were more diligent and laborious in 
preaching the gospel to sinners? Those minis- 
ters and Christians, who have been the most 
zealous and engaged since the days of the 
apostles, for the salvation of their fellow men, 
have believed the doctrine of election. This 
doctrine is believed at the present day by those 
persons who are the most fervent in their 
prayers, and the most zealous in their exertions' 
for the enlargement of the Redeemer's king- 
<lom. This doctrine is believed by the mis- 
sionary societies in America, and in Europe, 
^nd taught by their missionaries. And those 
Christians and those ministers, who most firm- * 
]y believe the doctrine of election, do most 
faithfully use the means of salvation, and most 
highly prize the institutions of Christianity. 
And the reason is easily perceived. This doc- 
trine lays the only foundation to hope for suc- 
cess in making exertions for the salvation of 
sinners. 

IV. There is no good reason why the doc- 
trine of election should not be preached. By 
the prophet God says, " He that hath my word 
let him si^ak my word faithfully." The apos- 
tle said to the elders of the church at Ephesus^ 
" I have not shunned to declare to vou the 
whole counsel of God." To the churches of. 
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Galatia, he says, " Though we, or an angel 
from heaven preacb any other gospel unto you 
than that we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed." Now how can a mhiister faith- 
fully preach the w*Qrd of God, unless he fully 
and clearly preach the doctrine of election ? Is 
not the divine purpose to save a certain part of 
mankind an important and essential part of the 
counsel of God, and most nearly connected 
with the whole system of the divine purposes 
and operations ? How can a minister preach 
the gospel, which Paul preached, without fully 
explaining and earnestly enforcing the doctrine 
of the divine decrees respecting the eternal 
characters and condition of human beings ? 
Why then should not every minister preach, in 
the uiUest and plainest manner, the doctrine of 
election in its intimate connection with the doc- 
trine of reprobation ? Yet those ministers, who 
truly and plainly preach these doctrines, are often 
blamed and censured by other ministers and by 
many professors of Christianity. But do such 
ministers and such professors know what they 
are doing, when they blame and censure those 
who preiach the doctrine of divine decrees in 
its proper extent and connection ? Do they 
know that they are virtually blaming and cen- 
suring God for requiring his ministers to 
preach his word with fidelity ? If the doctrine 
of election is not to be preached, what is to be 
preached ? It may be answered, Faith and re- 
pentance. But how can men believe, unless 
they are taught what to believe ? And is not the 
doctrine of election to be believed? How can 
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men repent unless they are taught of what sins 
they ought tb repent ? And what is better suit- 
ed to* convince men of then- sins and to exhibit 
the nature and necessity of repentance, than 
the preaching of the doctrine of election ? 
This doctrine shows sinners the cha^ractcr, and 
the designs, and the conduct of God. Thits 
doctrine gives sinners an opportunity to see 
and to feel that they hate God, and his decrees, 
and his conduct. But if sinners are never 
taught the divine perfections and the divine de- 
terminations and operations they will not know 
what they ought to believe, nor will they know 
the nature and necessity of repentance towards 
God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
it is said, these doctrines displease the hearers. 
And who is to be blamed, when hearers are 
displeased with the decrees of God ? Is God 
to be blamed, or his ministers, or they who 
hate the divine name and the divine decrees? 
The Lord Jesus Christ preached the truths, 
which are implied in the doctrine of election, 
at Nazareth, although all they who were in the 
synagogue, when they heard his words, were 
filled with wrath. Was Christ to be blamed, 
or his hearers ? But it is said these doctrines 
are very discouraging* But whom do these 
doctrines discourage except the enemies of 
God ? and ought they not to be discouraged ? 
Their wishes and designs can never prosper. 
They can never dethrone God. Nor can tney 
hinder him from working all thii^gs after the 
counsel of his own wilL Is it not best then 
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that they should wholly despair of effecting 
their designs and become reconciled to God? 
And is it not best th;it the doctrine of election, 
which is very distressing and very discourag- 
ing to the cnenoiies of God, should for this very 
reason be preached in the fullest and plainest 
manner F Ought it not also to be preached in 
the same manner for the purpose of rejoic- 
ing and encouraging the friends of God ? 
They, then, who desire the conviction and con- 
version of sinners, and the edification and sanc- 
tification of saints, will desire that the doctrine 
of election be fully and plainly preached. 

V. They who oppose the doctrine of elec- 
tion oppose the very existence of the church. 
^Whatever has been done for the salvation of 
sinners is the consequence of the divine pur- 
pose to save a certain part of mankind. The 
apostle says to the saints at Ephesus, " To the 
intent that now unto principalities and powers 
in heavenly places might be known by the 
church the manifold wisdom of God, accord- 
ing to the eternal purpose which he purposed 
in Christ Jesus our Lord." To this eternal 
purpose is to be traced the existence of the 
church, and the conversion and salvation of 
every person who is saved. They who are 
blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ, are blessed according as they 
were chosen in him before the foundation of 
the world, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things after 
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the counsel of his own will. Never would the 
church have existed, nor one soul been redeem- 
ed, unless in the counsels of eternity God had 
been pleased to decree that a certain number 
of sinners should be saved. They therefore 
who oppose the eternal purpose of God respect- 
ing the redemption of his people, are equally 
opposed to the very existence of the church. 
Under a profession of Christianity and a f^ir 
appearance of piety, they may conceal their 
characters from the eyes of their fellow crea- 
tures, and in many instances they may really 
suppose that they are the friends of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and of his blessed kingdom. 
But every person, who hates the decrees of 
God, does also hate the divine character, and 
the divine conduct, as they are manifested in 
the redemption of his people through Jesus 
Christ. / 

VI. There is no more reason for opposing 
the doctrine of election than there will be for 
opposing the salvation of the righteous at the 
final judgment. When God decreed who 
should be saved and who should be destroyed, 
he knew and desired and decreed what was 
wisest and best. There can be no more rea- 
sons to induce God to save the righteous at the 
day of judgment, than there were to induce 
him in eternity to decree that they should be 
saved. Nor can there be any more reasons to 
induce God to destroy the wicked at the day of 
judgment than there were in eternity to induce 
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him to decree that the wicked should be de-- 
stroyed. There can be no more foundation 
for objecting against the divine decrees, than 
there is for objecting against the divine con- 

' duct, and the divine character. If God is not 
to be blamed for his character, and for his con* 
duct, he is not to be blamed for decreeing that 
only a certain number of the human race shall 
be saved. If no one can blame God in the day of 
judgment for saving the elect, no one can blame 
God for decreeing their salvation. They who 
are now displeased, because God has decreed 
to save a certain part of mankind, and to de- 
stroy the others, unless they become new crea- 
tures, will be displeased at the day of judgment, 
when God will save the elect, and destroy the 
reprobate. For when the Lord Jesus Christ 
st)i|U say unto the righteous, " Come, ye blessed 
o^^y father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
yiBW, from the foundation of the world," there 

^ ;iviil be as good reasons for opposing their sal- 
vation as can be given for opposing the doctrine 
of election. 

VII. No benevolent person will ever oppose 
the doctrine of election. Every such person 
desires what -is wisest and best. And every 
holy creature easily perceives that God is dis- 
posed and determined to produce the greatest 
good that can exist. The doctrine of election 
assures us that God has decreed to do what is 
best, respecting the number and the persons 
that shall be saved. He has also decreed to da 
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what is best respecting the number and the 
persons that shall be lost. How then can any 
benevolent person feel the least objection 
against the doctrine of election ? No such per- 
son can desire that God, in one instance, should 
alter his purpose respecting the salvation and 
destruction of immortal souls. The Lord Je- 
sus Christ knew that all whom the Father had 
given him, in the covenant of redemption, 
would come to him and be saved. He knew 
that all the rest of mankind would refuse to 
come to Kim for life, and be destroyed. Nor 
did he feel any desire that God should alter his 
purposes. For of Christ it is written, '* He 
shall see of the travail of his soul and be satis- 
fied." And if the Lord Jesus Christ be satis- 
fied, what benevolent being can be dissatisfied ? 
Thougli he was a man of sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief, he rejoiced in view of the 
divine sovereignty and efiiciency in saving and 
destroying immortal souls. " In that hour 
Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I thank thee O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes ; even so. 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.'* 
Every one, who has the benevolent spirit of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, will rejoice that God hath 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and har- 
deneth whom he will. For so it seems good in 
his sight. And whatever seems good in the 
sight of God is wisest and best. No one, who 
is truly benevolent, can ever make tlie least 



324 SERMON X. 

objection, or feel the least opposition against 
the doctrine of election, 

VIII. The opposition which exists agaihst 
the doctrine of election, arises wholly from 
selfishness. This doctrine is not opposed be- 
cause it is false. They who oppose the doc- 
trine delight in error and deceit. If the doc- 
trine of election were false, it would be pleas- 
ing to the hearts of such personSc^ Nor is this 
doctrine opposed because there is not sufficient 
and abundant evidence that it is true. For it is 
as evident as any doctrine of Christianity. 
It is as evident as the perfections and existence 
of the living and true God. The ignorance 
which exists in the minds of many persons res- 
pecting this doctrine, arises from their enmity 
against it. But their enmity against this doc- 
trine does not arise from their ignorance. For 
how can a person hate an object, of which he 
has no knowledge ? Nor is this doctrine hated 
because it affords any encouragement or in- 
ducement to commit iniquity. For truth is al- 
ways pointed, as a sharp two-edged sword, 
. against sin. And no truth is more pointed 
against the enemies of God, or more painful 
to unholy minds than the doctrine of election. 
No person can understand this doctrine, and 
realize how it affects his character and interest, 
and yet be an enemy to God, without the keen- 
est anguish. It is because this doctrine cuts 
the sinner's heart, and gives him no peace un- 
til he is reconciled to God> that it is hated by 
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the wicked. It is because it shows that God 
and his designs, his law and his decrees, his 
gospel and his whole conduct, are arrayed 
against sinners, that they hate the doctrine of 
election. It is because the sinner sees that ev- 
ery thing in the universe is armed against his 
preseot peace, and his eternal felicity, if he 
continues to oppose the decrees of God, that he 
arouses all his strength, and summons all his 
wrath against the doctrines of election and 
reprobation. Sinners hate these doctrines be- 
cause they show the folly, the weakness, the 
madness, and the misery of the enemies of God. 
From the selfish feelings of the wicked, arise 
all the enmity, and all the opposition that ever 
existed on earth, or in hell, against the decrees 
of God respecting the salvation and damnation 
of immortal souls. The divine decrees give a 
death blow to the selfish hopes, the selfish wish- 
es, the selfish prospects, and the selfish inter- 
ests of sinners. God says to every rational 
creature, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself." But every sinner possesses 
the carnal mind, which is enmity against God ; 
for it is not subject to the law of God,' neither 
indeed can be. The sinner hates God and the 
law from his total selfishness. From his total 
selfishness, he hates the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
From his total selfishness, he hates the whole 
conduct of God. And from his total selfish- 
ness, he hates tlie divine decrees. Sinners 



«6 SERMON X. 

cannot bear that God should, for the glory of 
his holy name, which they supremely hate, 
sacrifice their selfish interest, which they su- 
premely love. As the doctrines of election 
tmd reprobation exhibit the character of God 
in the fullest and clearest manner, they are ha- 
ted with the greatest enmity and violence by 
every selfish creature. From the total selfish- 
ness of totally depraved creatures, arises all the 
opposition tliat exists against these plain, pleas- 
ant, important and fundamental doctrines ^f 
the gospel. 

IX. The non-elect ought to love the doctrine 
of election. Every moral agent is bound to 
love what is true and what is good. As God is 
light and love, every rational creature ought to 
see his glory, and to love his name. In the crea- 
tion of rational beings God has been moved by 
the purest and best motives. In all his conduct, 
and in all his decrees respecting his rational 
creatures, he has done, and has designed to do 
what is wisest and best. And now has any ra- 
tional creature in the universe the least reason 
to blame God ? Has God ever said, or done, 
or decreed what was not wisest and best ? — 
Though he has created all things for his own 
glory, yet has he not done right ? Though he 
has caused great differences in the natural ca- 
pacities of his creatures, has he not done right? 
Though he has caused great differences in the 
moral characters of his rational beings, and tho' 
these differences will continue and increase for 
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ever, yet has not God done right ? Though God 
causes great, eternal and increasing diflferences 
between the conditions of sinful and guilty 
creatures, yet in what instance has he done, or 
has he designed the least injustice ? Though 
God, in the counsels of eternity, decreed what 
he would do, and what should be the character 
and condition of every rational creature, yet 
were his decrees unjust, unholy, or unwise ? 
The decrees of God are as holy and just, as 
wise and good as his conduct, And all his 
conduct is the exercise and expression of his 
infinite holiness, justice, wisdom and goodness. 
God approves of his own purposes and conduct 
because they are wisest and best. And for the 
same reason he requires every rational creature 
to approve of his conduct and of his decrees. 
What creature has any right to hate or to blame 
God, for any of his decrees, or any of his ac- 
tions ? Has Satan any right to blame God for 
his decrees and his conduct respecting himself? 
Has Cain a right to blame God for his decrees 
and his conduct respecting himself? Has Pha- 
raoh a right to blame God for his decrees and 
his conduct respecting himself ? Has Judas a 
right to blame God for bis decrees and his con- 
duct respecting himself? Has any reprobate the 
least reason, or the least right to blame God for 
decreeing and effecting his damnation ? When 
the Lord Jesus Christ shall say unto the repro- 
bate at the judgment of the great day, " De- 
part from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels," who will 
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have any right, or any reason to desire that 
they should not go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment ? The reprobate will then be silenced. 
They will know that for the decrees and the 
conduct of God respecting themselves, they 
ought to love and praise his holy name for ever 
and ever. 

X. The elect have good reasons to praise 
God for destroying the reprobate. For decree- 
ing and effecting the damnation of the repro- 
bate, the righteous will for ever praise the name 
of God. Yet their praises will not arise from 
ignorance, or malevolence, but from knowledge 
and love. For the judgments of God upon the 
w icked in this life, the righteous have often 
blessed and praised the Lord their God. At 
the Red sea the children of Israel praised God, 
not only for their salvation, but also for the de- 
struction of Pharaoh and his host. In the hun- 
dred and thirth-sixth Psalm, the Psalmist says, 
" O give thanks unto the Lord for he is good : 
for his mercy endureth for ever." As eviden- 
ces of the everlasting goodness and mercy of 
God, he mentions the destruction of Pharaoh 
and his host, and the destruction of other great 
and famous kings. The inhabitants of heaven 
are represented as saying, *^ Alleluia ! salvation 
and glory and honor and power unto the Lord 
our God, for true and righteous are his judg- 
ments ; for he hath judged the great whore that 
did corrupt tlie earth with her fornication, and 
hath avenged the blood of his servants at her 



SERMON X. ^n 

bands. And again they said Alleluia. And 
her smoke rose up for ever and ever." The 
destruction of Pharaoh and of Antichrist, were 
types of the destruction of the reprobate at the 
day of judgment. As there are good reasons 
to praise God for destroying Pharaoh and An- 
tichrist, so there will for ever be good reasons 
why the elect should praise God for the endlesis 
damnation of the reprobate. There will be 
as good reasons to praise God for destroying 
the reprobate, as there were to induce God to de- 
tree and effect their destruction. The reasons 
of the divine decrees, and of the divine conduct 
respecting the reprobate, will be for ever appear- 
ing more tjvident and glorious to the elect. As 
they shall more fully and clearly behold the di- 
vine perfections displayed on the vessels of 
wrath, the louder and sweeter will be their songs 
of praise. They will for ever perceive and te- 
alize tliat God ought to be praised for decree- 
ing to show his wrath, and make his power 
known upon the vessels of wrath fitted to de- 
struction, as well as for decreeing to make 
known the riches of his glory upon the vessels 
§f mercy prepared unto glory. 

XI. The doctrine of election affords Chris- 
tiains a permanent foundation for comfort and 
delight. In view of this doctrine they may be 
cornforted and delighted respecting tlieir own 
salvation. For though they have hated God 
and the law, Jesus Christ and the gos^eU tha' 
tbey have grieved the Ko\j ^^vtw^jcw^ ^^^«.x^ 

1 
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the damnation of hell ; yet God will glorify his 
great name in their forgiveness and salvation. 
By their salvation he will also promote the know- 
ledge, the holiness and the happiness of all holy 
creatures. Although Christians, in the present 
state of sin and sorrow, differ in some respects, 
and are at variance among themselves ; yet in 
heaven they will be perfectly of one heart and 
of one mind. Their love will be pure and 
fervent. Their joy will be complete and 
eternal. " God shail wipe away all tears from ' 
their eyes ; and there shall be no more deaths 
neither sorrow, nor crying ; neither shall there 
be any more pain : for the former things are 
passed away." They will be assured that their 
God and Saviour has raised to their holy and 
happy society, the very number and the very 
persons, whom it was best to redeem from sin 
and sorrow. With the purest and sweetest joy 
they will for ever unite in singing, " Unto him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father : to him be glo- 
ry and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 

XII. The doctrine of election lays a founda- 
tion to hope for the conversion and salvation of 
sinners. Though they hate God and his holy 
law with all their hearts, though they hate the 
Lord Jesus Christ and his blessed gospel with- 
out a cause, though they resist the Holy Spirit, 
and abuse all the means which are used for 
tbeir conversion and sa\va*Aoii\^^x^isA\^'^isJy& 
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to Open their eyes, to unstop their ears, to en- 
lighten their consciences and to destroy the en- 
mity and the unbelief of their hearts. He can 
quicken sinners, tvho are dead in trespasses and 
sins. He can renew and sanctify and glorify 
the very number and the very persons, whom 
he has given unto the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
this is the number and these are the persons, 
whom it is wisest and best to save from bell and 
raise to heaven. If we reject the doctrine of 
election, we leave no foundation to hope for the 
salvation of the least sinner. But this doctrine 
lays a foundation to hope for the salvation of the 
greatest sinners, who are yet prisoners of hope 
in this state of probation. When we behold 
the errors and the sins of many persons, who 
profess to be the ministers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; when we behold the great number of 
formalists and hypocrites, who are found in the 
churches ; when we behold the folly and the 
vanity of children and youth ; when we behold 
the violent enmity of the more aged and har- 
dened sinners against Jesus Christ and the gos- 
pel of his grace ; when we behold the preva- 
lent and damnable delusions of the great des- 
troyer ; yet we need not despair respecting the 
salvation of sinners. For the Lord Jesus Christ 
hath said, " Atl that the Father giveth me^ shall 
eome to me ; and him that cometh to me I will 
in no wise cast out*^^ Amen and Aii£if» 
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